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POINTS OF VIEW

Liberal or cone

rvative?

Politics prompts greater polarization by state reps

ur feiendly state representatives

In Lansing are becaming more

polarized politically, That much
1s fact. Some of us disagreo on why.

1've said it's term limita, During the

Proposal A voting, I ran a atudy of how
first- and second-term lawmakera
voted on replacement taxes versus how
veterans of threo or more terms voted,

‘The newer group tended to vote no
— Democrats for liberal ideotogical
reasons (the salea tax was “regres.
sive"), Republicans for anti-tax ren-
sons (don't replace lost property taxes,
just cut ‘em). Tho older hands learned
the necessary art of compromlee.

Bill Ballenger — entreprencur of the
Inside Michigan Politica nowsletter, o
former county GOP leader, former
Jegislator and former Milltken Admin-
istration department head — comes up
with a new set of facts based on this
year's voting records: "All 66 Republi-
cans were more conservative than all
54 Democrats.” No longer is there o
middle ground. Ballenger's reasons:

“1) The GOP's razor-thin margin of
control instilled a sense of discipline in
the Republican caucus that it didn't
need when it was in the minority, or

deadlocked for control with Dems in
1993.94,

“2) This year's scasion, tilted heavily
toward econemic and tax policy ques-
tions, waa largely devold of some of tho
incendinry socinl-cultural roll calls
that gavo some Republican leaders a
chance in yeors past to cast ‘liberal’
votes on issues like abortion, assisted
suicide, ¢t ol.”

Case in point: Reps. Barbara Dobb,
R-Unlon Lake, and Susan Munsell, R-
Howell, have been “pro-choice” or lib-
cral votes on anti-abortion bills in the
past end had “moderate” scores. This
year they'ro to the right of far right
typea like Alan Cropsey, R-DeWitt,
and Dave Jaye, R-Utica,

IMP based its scoring on 30 roll
calls, rating perfect conservative
records as zero and perfect liberal
records as 100, So how did your local
state representatives do?

Qakland: David Gubow, R-Hunting-
ton Woods, 86.7 percent; Maxine Ber-
man, D-Southficld, 82.2; Greg Kaza, R-
Rochester Hills, 16.7; Jan Dolan, R-
Farmington Hills, 16.7; Shirley
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Johnaon, R-Royal Oak, 7.1; John Jami-
an, R-Bloomficld Township, 3.6; Bar-
bara Dobb, R-Union Lake, 3.5; Penny
Crissman, zero {Crissman was ill much
of the session and missed 24 of 30 koy
roll calls),

Wayne: Eileen DeHart, D-Westland,
and Tom Kelly, D-Wayne, both 77.8
percent; Lyn Bankes, R-Redford, 14.3;
Jim Ryan, R-Redford, 10; Deborah
Whyman, R-Canton, 7.4; Gerald Law,
R-Plymouth, 3.3.

Well, now, what docs that mean to
you? Did your local hero or herolne
vote your philosophy? How liberal or
conservative are you? Hero are some of
the casier-to-underatand hills, wherc a
yes vote Is conservative and a no vote
liberal:

R Jmmediate effect to HB 4229 reduc-
ing the single business tax.

8 Finaol possage to HB 4233 to reduce
and climinate the intangibles tax.

© Final passage of a etate anti-rack-
cteering law (HB 4367) allowing pro-
to expropriate property from

persons for erimes defined an rack-
cteering.

@ Final passage of 38 322 reforming
unemployment compensation in ways
friendly to business but opposed by
unjons,

8 Final passage of SB 386 casing
clcanup standards for leaking under-
ground storage tank (LUST) sites.

8 Cut off welfare for fetuses less than
five months and uee savings to encour-
age pregnant minors living olons to re-
turn home or to adult supervised care
(SB 300},

® Adopt Walberg amendment to HB
4425 eliminating Indian tuition walver
from the fiscal 1996 budget.

B Concur in Senate amendments to
HB 4596 undoing part of the “polluter
pay” law,

# Pass HB 4508 climinating “joint and
several liability” in civil suits for medi-
cal mal, Ice, product and premi;
liability — sought by health care and
industry, abhorred by the trial lawyers.

Tim Richard reports on the local im-
‘plications of state and regional events,
His Touch-Tone voice mail number is
(313) 953-2047 cxt. 1881,

LETTERS

uality news?

am writing to question the Farming-

R .. BEC T

"{ ton Observer's coverage of educa-
¥ tion isaucs and the public schools of
our community.

Your front page article on Aug. 28
{"Parents choose new school path™)
was a tiresome articlo about four fami-
lics who hove chosen to put thelr stu-
dents in private schools.

1s this really of general interest (not
to mention front-page news) to Observ-
er readers beyond those few familics
and their friends? As a parent of three
children in Farmingten Scheols and o
very active volunteer in the schools, 1
find an article }ike this biased and pro-
vincial,

if theso families have problems with
their chlldren’s education, by all
meana they should deal with it as they
seo fit, But it's not front page news.

Mcanwhile, the extremely important

Business coalesces behind
academic core curriculum

issucs affecting our children's educa.
tion are either ignored or buried in the
back of your paper, as was the articlo
*“Public Schoo!: State Board redefinea
meaning. . ." on Aug. 24.

This article, about tho very real pos-
sibility of our public tax money being
used to fund religious schools, should
have been on the front page, It was
buried in Scction F among orticles
about the Michigan State Fair.

The Observer should feel a responsi-
bility to keep our community — par-
ents of school children and all taxpay-
ers ~ better informed about this and
other important education debates in
Lansing.

Who is making the d about

He ‘bristies’

R t seems Paul Sowerhy docsn’t like
k] Aldo Vagnozzi's approach to cam-
= paign finance, which stresses can-
did and forthcoming disclosure of the
sources of financial support.

Sowerby i behind the times and
swimming ogainst the trend toward
apenness and reform in campaign
rules. Sowerby says he wouldn’t take
moncey from those who want to do busi-
ness with the city, which is not really
the point. Fine, then why insist we take
his word for it and refusc to list his
financinl supporters?

Vagmozzij is willing to and alwnys has
freely disclosed all of the sources of his

what is quality news in the Farmington
Oliscrver?

Almce Ergns, Farmington Hills

contributions.

[ also bristle at Sowerby's suggestion

that he needs big money and business
support because Vagnozzi gets so much
exposure at council mectings on cable
access which, by the way, is another

government reform Vagnozzi helped pi-
oneer.

Vagnozzi gets that exposure because
he has been giving of his time and en-
ergy as one of our hardest-working
council members for ycars. What has
Soworby been doing for our city during
that period?

Sowerby has endorsements from
non-resident politicians. Vagnozzi's
support comes from the city’s grass
roots, because he has been out there
working with citizen groups, attending
public events and neighbarhood meet-
ings, and listening with o sympathétic
car to the complaints and concerns of
people across the city.

Andrew Nickelhoff, Farmington
Hills

‘It's untrue’

&Y n your report of police incidents on
K] Thursday, Aug. 31, you discuss an -
™ ansault that atlegedly occurred at
Detroit Baptist Manor.

The information infers that employ-
ces of Detroit Boptist Manor were in-
volved,

‘This is completely untrue. Detroit
Baptist Manor has a Jong historyof
quality care for the elderly and nono of
our employees were involved in this in-
cident. .

You have truly damaged our reputa- -
tion by your inaccurate reporting of the
facts.

Judy Ensor Lee,

execcutive dircctor,

Detroit Baptist Manor
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s usual, last week’s big news failed to got

much coverage on TV or in the big daily

nowspapors. But it was both important
and timely.

Michigan's busincss community finally
weighed fn — and how! — on the eve of what
promiscs to be a nolsy fight in the Michigan
Legisl over required cl tard

Busincsa lenders have been growing increas-
ingly concerned at tho damage the radleals now
controlling the State Board of Education might
do in thelr quest to reform our public schools by
destroylng thom.

The State Board, for example, wants to throw
out the mandatory schoal curricul! tandard;
adopted by the Legislature in 1993 and allow
each schoal district to follow them or not, as it
pleakes. The board also 1s very hostile to tho
tough now statewide achlevemnent tests that will
supplement the MEAP tests lator this year.

For yeara tho business community has been
grumbling that it's paying moat of the texea to
support the schools whereas many kids leaving
high school are largely unemployable. Some
can't roason woll or writa clearly, Others cannot
odd fractiona or read blueprints. Worse, the ex-
penaive task of romedlating those students on
tHa job amouats to throwing good monoy after
bad,

\Bazllor this spring, business Icadora realized
ﬂinl tho alash-and-bumn majority on tho Stats
Board, led by Grosse Pointe lawyer Clark Du.
rant, was sorious about gutting tho steps to
school reform that were mada possiblo by the
pasaago of tho Proposal A packege, They start-
od pulling a coalitlon logn:.l:'cr‘ l'lnkh:_]‘xlhnuty-

the thick of the fight over achool standards.

John Thodis, president of the MMA, was
blunt: “Since the passage of Proposal A, thoro
has been an ongoing attempt to back away from
theso accountabllity measures, and away from
the promises made to the peoplo of Michigan,
The latest threat to this new syatom is an offort
to removo tho mandate from the academic coro

fculum and make it a ded set of
standards.

“Ifwe belleve that these standards are csson-
tisl to providing a quality education for our atu-
dents, how can we boliove that it is accoptable if
some nchools choose not to provido tho solid ed-

{onal foundatfon that tho core I
? Thisistoo an fssuo to
leavo to chance, and wa are not content to say to
tho studenta of this atate that they may et a
good educatien ~— if thoy choose the right
achool and if thelr uchlool chooaes to adopt the

ik

welght {zation: the of

Ca the Mich! M, s Asgo-

ciation, the Greoter Detrolt and Grand Raplds
) Arwa Chambers of Commerce.

core

“Tho MMA belioves that the only way to en-
suro that all aludents recoive a eolid education.
ol faundation Ie to requlre, rathor than meroly

They created somothing called the :"' hi, ar

Business Leadors for Education E

Tobby for tough curriculum standards and accu-

vate arsossment tosta to maka surs that kids

soally loarnied what was In the curriculum, not
st in the good schiools but in all of them.

‘" And last wook's nows was that the coalitlon

hald ite first prezs conferonca, making it clear

that the husinoss community was golngto bo In .

the standarda that all will
bo exF, dtoachfove.” ° .
Right on, John Thodis! Right on, Michigan
businoess leadora! —

You and your bualtiesa colleagues, of all poo-
plo, have a direct stake In making sure the kida
who leave school have the akills to bocome pro-
ductive workerx in an increasingly compotitive
world economy, :

COME TO THE
LICHTING
EXPERTS...

Contused about where to shop for lighting?
Looking tor @ chandelier...a ‘oyer fixture...an
outdoor lantem...lighting
for an entira home?

We're the lighting speclalisist
We understand...and we're
hete to help.

Kl C
CTantive

OUR UGHTING SHOWROOM
GIVES YOU:

« Compelitive pricing. Real value for
your money.

« A huge selection of ALL types of -
lighting fixtures and styles.

« Protessional, knowledgeable sales
assistance,

« No-hassle solutions betore, during and
afler the sale,

« Energy saving alternatives.

Wae're the lighting specialists...frained to L\

take care of your every lighting need.
It's what we dol It's ALL wo dol

Come tes us and experience the ditference.

ELECTRICAL .

CONSTRUCTION, INC,

Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat. 0:30-8,00
Thurs,, Fri, 9:30-2:00
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- _37400 W, Saven Mie Road » Livoala, MI 48152 » (313} 4642211
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