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Local store plans to introduce
all people to the great outdoors

* By CHRIS MAYER
BTAYY Wrren

Mark Crissman's sixth-month
atay in Colorndo was long enough
to convince him everyone should
experienco the natural beauty and
tranquility tho outdoora has to of-

fer.

And whether it bo hiking,
climbing or even white water raft-
ing on a fast-flowing Weat Virgin.
in river, Crinsman belicves he is
one person who can provide peo-
ple in this area with thoao expert-
encea.

“You can't even explain what
being in the mountaina can do for
you,"” snid Crissman, 27, “It's just
one of those special things and I
hape to get as many people out to
areas 1iko that to see what it's ro-
ally like.” .

Crissman is the owner and
maonaging partner of Rocky
b in Outfitters, a d
Rochester-based store with an
impressive outdoors theme. Criss-
man and 25-year-old Bill Camp-

bell, both Roechester Hille reat-
denta, aro in the buslness of sell-
ing tap-ol-the line outdoors
equipmont, but currently they
have their sights on a new vonturo
— an adventure club.
“We've been talklng about the .

club since the store opened in

backpacking and canosing not
anly in Michigan butinationwide.
“We want to drivo home the
point how eany and accesaible the
outdoors 1s,”" Campbell said. “It's
basically at your dooratep and
you don't have to have any special
akills. Thero aro hikes thet can

May of 1994,” Crl said.
“The wholo idea behind tho
project is there are a couplo of
storea in the area that sell tho
cquipment wo do, but nobody re-
nlly gets involvad in the travel
and actually helping people got to
that point. And wo think thero Js
just a mass of people out thers
that hava heard about dlfferent
tripa and seen trips on televiaion
but don't know how to go about
getting the Information,

Enter Rocky Mountain Out-
fitters. Campbell, who will run
tho store's Adventure Travel Cen-
ter, and Crissman want to intro-
duce anyono who's interested to
activities like hiking, climblng,
kayaki: winter hocek

peo-
S emod

plo all the way to

For more information regarding
the club and the upcoming meet-
ing, visit the store or call (810}
‘656-CAMP (2267).

“Wo want to be an information
hub, and In turn that’s when peo-
ple get interested,” Crissman
asid. “We. have plans and we're
working on it right now to have a
full-rervice ad travel cen-

mountaineers, so there’s somo-
thing overyono can do. But it's
real important for people to un-
derstand ond see that that could
be them. It’s just that casy.”

The first club meeting is sched-
uled for Wednesday, Sopt. 20 at
Rocky Mountain Outfitters (116
E. Fourth “Street, just ecast of
Main Street) whero possible trip
idens will be discussed ond orga-
nized. Crisaman and Campbell
sold club members will have to
pay dues, but in addition receive
a 10-percent storo credit. For ave-
ry $100 spent in tho store, $10 will
be set astde good toward future
store for 1

ter featuring anything from ‘a
kaynking trip here in Michigan to
o hike somewhere in the United
States. We would be what you call
a middleman betweeen  bigger
companies that actually put on
trips llke that."

One trip on the horizon is the
“first onnual RMO Whitewater
Rafting Adventure. Rocky Moun.
toin Outfitters, in conjunction
with Appalachian Wildwaters,
Michigan Motor Coach, 93.9 FM,
The River end Woody's Guthouss
in Ontario, will present the ad-
venture Oct. 13-16 on the Upper
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HIKING

'8 AHIKE

Mwﬁn might be a bigger sourcs for
hiking than you think, Considering the 80-

throughout the stote, you don't have to

travel faf o enjoy he srea's natural beoy-

ty and approtizte what the outdoor has.
offe

toofter.

Below 13 8 capaule Kook at o prime hik-
Ing location that's relotively closo to
home. Furthermors, a comprehensive 15t
of hiking spots follows.

PAINT CREEX TRAIL

Hikers wander through Ro-

across from the Yates Cider MUl In the

ochesterUtica Stata Recrestion Aroa,
located on tha comer of Dogquindre and
23 Milo Aoad {Avon Road). .

Other pots
Rochester Municipal Park ot Ping Street,
Tienken Rood wast of Rochester Rood,
Sliver 8¢l Road west of Orion Rood and ot
he comer of Clorkston and Kotn roads i
Bald Mountaln Recroation Area. At all
thesa points, the tol
space Is avallabla to pack a vehkie,
For mors In on the Palnt
Croak Troll or to pick up a trell mop, visit
the Rochwster-Utica Rocroation Area,

MICHIGAN STATE PARKS
LOWER P! A

ter and cross saven additionsl roads
whila traveling slong this route which cov-
era ning miies ono-woy.

Peint Creek Trail extends from the Clin.
ton River ot the Rochaster-Utica Rocre-
atlon As6a 1o Loke Oron, Interupted
teiefly in downtown Rochester, Estimated
total hiking Ume I four to fivo hours ono-

wey,
The tralt, which for the most part Is a
wood

Nama of park, (city)

Daic Mountain, (Laka Orlon)
Hactiay, (Metamorn)
(Drtonvido)

od path winding along 8 trout Maybury, Northvide)

stream, touches ponds, grassy meodows,

watlands whers varlous wildiife con be H

sighted.

Polnt Creck Trafl, which can bo easlly
handied 11 tennis shoes and |3 & popta
route for foggers, is accascible from al-

most 8 dozen spots whero It Crosses A port Crescent, (Port Ausl

103d. Ona of the iNost sccoke portions Is 8
2.4-mile stretch from Tienken Rood to
Gaflsgher Rosd and Polnt Creck Clder
M.

Tho southem traithead s girectly

Lokeport, (Lekeport

Duch Loke, {North Muskegon)
Muskegon, (Muskegon)

P2 Mofmaster, (Muskegon)
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new home.

6:00 at night.

‘Where can you find a bargain like that, these days?

@bserver G5 Eccentric

She’s smiling because she's placing an Observer & Eccentric classified ad and
knows that if someone doesn’t buy her sofa in three trys, we'll run her ad three
more times free.

Now is the time to look around the house, garage, basement, and/or attic and find
those things that you don’t use anymore, bat someone would just love to give a

N Callus today.. Our ad takers are on duty from eight o’clock in the morning until




