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House pushed to pass Bobby reform bill this year

(AP) — Presauro Is building in
the U.S. House to approve a Son-
ate-passed hill that would
overhaul the loophole-ridden leg-
islation governlng those who lob-
by Congress.

But In thu ond, passing such o
lobby roforra bill may. hinge on
whether Republican Housa mom-
bers can convince their leadership
that it can be debated quickly
onough to bo put on this yoar's al-
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ready erowded and heavy-hitting
GOP logislative agenda.

“Qur lobbying regiatration laws
have becemo a joke, loaving more
pmfuulonnl lobbyiats unvegis-

red than registered,” Sen. Carl
Levin, D-Mich., testified Thurs-
day beforo the Houss subcommit-
teo responsiblo for starting the
bill on [ta way toward the House
floar, .

“This Congresa has o real op-
portunlty to act, and it will en-
hance public confidence if we du
act,” oald Lovin, who han been
working an lobby reformn legiala-
tion for fivo years.

Rep. Christopher Shays, R-
Conn., the head of a 12-membor
blpartisan reform group, aald
Speaker Newt Gingrich, R-Ga.,

fzed that

1.

pn reform will be taken up carly
next year, Shays wants to spesd
up that schedule.’

Shays sald the group hoped the
Senate-passed  bill could go
straight to the House floor with-
out getting bogged down in
chungea. He appealed to Rep.
Henry Hyde, chalrman of tho
House Judiclary Commiites, to
help get Gingrich to raiso tho leg-
islation this year under an agree-
meont that it bo dobated for a #in-
glo day.

Shays said tho leadership's
concern was that lohhy reform
could debate

the welfare syatom.

Tha Benate lobby reform bill,
crafted mostiy by n and Sen.
Willlam Cnhcn. R-Malne, passed
that chamber 88-0 in July.

Under the bill, professional ad-
vocates who spand more than 20
percent of thelr time lobbying
Congress or the sxecutive branch
would have to registor and Identi-
fy their clients, which issues wero
lobbled and roughly how much
‘was spont.

Tho General Accounting Office,
Congress’ investigative arm, sald
fower than ono-third of the thou-
nndl of Individuals listed 28 puld

and divido Republican ranka al-
ready dealing with big lasues such
an balancing the budget and

portod no serious ndituren:

“We need to address the.con-
comn that speclal Inumlu have’
undue influonce over Congress,”
said Rep. Paul McHale, D-Pa.,
who with Shaya on Wednesday
introduced the House lobby re-
form bill jdentical to the Senate
veralon.

Rep. Bamney Frank, D-Masa., a
member of the Constitution Sub-
committoe, sald, “I'm afraid this
bill wilt be the recipient of moro
nica worda and loss legislative ac-
ton than anything in the House.”

Rep. Michael Castls, R-Del.,
worried l( thc House dhl not take

ths actually wore
as 1obbylau 01,000 lobbylng re-
porta filed In 1989 the GAO
found more than G0 peroent ro-

up the 8 d blll, oppo-
nents would uso the differences
8co LOBBY, 28D
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Retailers: SBT bill favors big

State rotallers are beating thelr druma
agalnet & Scnate-passed blll that would pro-
vide a 3217 milllon tax “windfoll" to a hand-
ful of large corporatione and nono to tho ma-
Jority of Michignn's 189,000 business taxpay-
cra.

Today's leglst i a national

Rotailors Assoclation (MRA) sald.

Professor Waltor Hollerstein, of the Univer-
sity of Georgia Law School, testified beforo
tho House Tax Policy Committeo Jast wcek
that hls research shows Senato Bill 342 “may
well trigger rul.nllntion by other states that

by
tax cxpert and the Michigan Department of
Treasury shows why lawmakers should kill
Senats BHI 342 — which would chango Michi-
gan's Singlo Businesa Tax (SBT) In unfair
and harmf{ul ways - and come up with moro
broad-based buainess tax roliof, ths Michlgan

will ultl y come back to haunt local busi-
nesses.”

Nick Khuud chief doputy state treasurer,
paid the depnnmnnt is opposcd to SB 342, He
called the bill "inuppmprln'.o budgot policy
and unwise tax poiicy.”

Hollaratein and Khour teatificd on tho Sen-

nw-uppmvcd bili to changoe the lormuh for dn-
the tax baso of :

in Mlchlgan and other states.
“Todny's testimony clearly shows that SB
342 |l unfnlr, unwiso and unwnulmdnna.l
Petor Kut RA's
vico president of governmental nffn[n “We
continua to urgo lawmakers to scuttle the cur.
rent bill and changoe the SBT to provide

broad-based rellof to the tens a!lhnuumdn ol'_;

buslness taxpayers In this state.”
The Michigen Rotailers Assoclation wp
sonts more than 4,400 retall busincsa me:
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