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= TickErs  'Clockern" s

pigasg differont from
countloas other
movies dealing
with big city
drug trado. It's
also much of the
same,

Directsd by
Splko Lee, pro-
duced by Martin
Scorsese, from
script by Rich-
ard  Price, tho

JOHN
MONAGHAN
movle could havo been a '00s-era

“Goodfellas.” But like the mlx of
plano music and rop that comes

t .

A ‘umpllng of what's playing at
altemative movie theaters across
motro Detroit 8s roviowed by
John Monagnan,

B TALK CINEMA

Livonia Clvic Center Library Au-
ditorium, 32777 Five Milo Road,
Degins 7 p.m. Wednensday, Sept.

together oo nolsily near tho begin.
ning, it's a collaboration thet only
occanlonally works,

Scorsese waa originally sup-
pozed to direct but then backed
out to make “Casino’ with Robert
DeNiro instead. Leo came on
board but dlda't like the focus of
Price's original novel, #o ho
changed it from a mlddln aged po-
lce inupccwr to o young drug
doaler, or ‘“’clockor,” namod
Strike, .

Striko can gat off the stroct [The
performs o hit on a doubls
croascr. Inexplicably, his brothor
Vincent u:k:l tho rap, leaving

“A Puro Fnrmu.ll!y" (Franco/It-
aly - 1994). 7, 9:30 p.m. Sopt. 15-
16; 4, 7 p.m. Sopt. 17, Gerard De-
pardleu stara in this chilling talo
of a man who clalms to be a writer
picked up as a murder suspect
nnd queutloned by an extremely

20, Admiulon inwitha cumnt
Friends of the Livonia Library
mombership card, $5, available at
the door,
“How to Bucceed in Business
Without Really Trylng.” A win-
dow washer churns hla way to the
\ top of a major firm in this come-
+ dy. Thia show ia now o musical en
! Broadway. Dr, Frank Rosa leads a
‘ discuasion on the film beforo and
' ! after tho showing. Group mcets
" third Wednezday of cvery month.
£ DETROIT FILM THEATRE
Detroit Institute of Arts, 6200
. Woodward, Dotroit. Call (313)
833-2323 for Information, {$5; $4
students)

h pollce (Roman
Polanski). A different kind of sto-
ry from Gluseppe Tomastoro, the
director of "Cinema Paradlso.”

“Chinatawn" (USA - 1874). 7
p.m. Sept. 18, A brand new print
of Roman Polanski's cloquent
tributs to “film nolr,” this one set
in 1930s Loa Angeles, Jock Ni-
cholaon plays detective Jay
Glttes, whoso relentless anooping
puts him squarely in the middla
of a blzarre and powerful family,
John Huaten and Fayo Dunaway
co-star along with Polanekl in a
memorable bit as a knifo-wiclding

i ] REVIEW

Harvey Kcitel's inapector Rocco
to put together the pieces and dis-
covar the truth,

Rodney (Delroy Lindo) controls
the local drug trade like a mod-
ern-day Fogin. Desplte his cold
bloodedness, hoe treats his tight-
knit drug doalers like a famlly, in.
sisting thet hls employees stay off
of the stufl they peddle. He even
gives them halrcuts ot the corner
atoro that serves as a front.

“'What do you sco?” ho asks hls
young recrults, hands in front of

(810) 544.3030 for infc §

them In & circle, “Not black,
groon.”

Some clever idoss surface In
“Clockers.” Flashbacks, filmed in
gralny, saturated color, are nape-
cinlly vivid, often showlng Vin.
cont st work, a “bulfer” botween
his omployers and tho geng mem-
bers* who threaten trouble. You
can see how [t eats away at him.

You'll catch the ueual Spike
Lea touches, Cameras and charac-
tera move on dollies whilo conver-
sations typically tumn to whethor
you have to bo a killer to be a
great rapper. In the eceming cha-
on, Leo provides rola models from

($4; $3 students/acnlora)

“'A Clockwork Orange"” (USA -
1971). 8 p.m. Bept. 14, A newly
struck print of Stanley Kubrck's
futuristic tale about an eddly
charizmatle young thug (Malcolm
McDowell) who has equal enthu-
singm for violent acts and tho mu-
sic of Ludwig Van Beothoven,
Controverslal when released al-
most 25 ycun ago and otill shock-
ing toda;

"Gmnao" (USA - 1978). 7:30
p.m. Sept. 19 and 21. John Tra-
volta and Olivia Newton-John
come from different aides of tho
tracka in this kitachy tribute to
19508 music and morals. Based
on the popular staga play.

“Bullet in tho Head” (Hong
Kong - 1950). 8 p.m, Sept. 20. An

encaro Ing of the film Hnng
{ong action master John Woo
calls his favarite, Theee Hong
Kong friends embark for Vietnam
to get their plece of the lucrative
black market but end up battling
gongaters, soldicrs, and them-
selvea.

T8 MAIN ART THEATRE

118 N. Main Street at 11 Mile,
Royal Oak. Films play through at
Jcast Thursday, unlesa noted oth-
erwise. Call (810) 642-0180 for in-
formation and showtimes, ($6.50;
$4 students and matince; $3
twilight)

“Jeffroy” (USA - 1095), A gy
actor/waiter living In New York
vows celibacy in fear of contract-
Ing A1DS, but then meets the
man of his drcams who just hap-
pens to be HIV-positive. “Star

thug.
@ MAGIC BAQ
22918 Woodward, Ferndale. Call

“THE FRESHEST,
SCARIEST THRILLER CF THE SUNIMER}”

" e K K
, IT°S THE S3UMMER'S BEST

FUNNIEST ANI)

Clever 1deas, but ‘Clockers’ is not one of Leé s best -

the mother and policoman who
try to scparate Strike from the
young boy he befriends.

“Clockers” grows false when
Leo employs tho stylized lighting,
fumbling focus, and shakey ram-
cra from telovislon crime shows.
He scema out of his cloment.

Also intact are many of the
quirky, eccentric touches thet
screenwriter Price is known for.
So Strike loves Llonel trains,
slugs Yoo Hoo-style drink called
Moo, and has stomach problems
that result in a bloedy cough.

It's harder to get a handle on
Keltel's character, 8 man driven
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to clean the streots but who still
throws trash out the window
while driving.

Some have hailed “Clocken" as
Leo's best, but these are usually
critica that don't like hia films to
begin with, Por me, a Lec fan,
“Clockers” is a stretch that 'Gm
director miases bv nearly a mile..

To leave a messoge for Jbﬁh
Monaghan, disl 953-2047, Mail-
box number 1866, on o touch-tone
phone, fax him a note at 691-7279,
or write him in care of Entertain-
ment, Observer & Eccentric News-
papers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia
48160.

SOREEN SCENE

Trek’s” Patrick Stewart recalls
his stage actor origins in his turn
as & lamboyant Interiar decora-

tor.

*Tho Usual Suspects” (USA -
1995). Five guyo who meet in a po-
lice llneup join for a simple heist.
What happens noxt will keep you
guessing in this cleverly acripted
caper starring Gabricl Bymne,
Kelvin Spacey, and Charz Palmin-
teri.

“The Brothers McMullen”
(USA - 1935), For what some pto-
ple apend on a new car, Edward
Bums mado this engoging first
featuro about a young
sereenwriter and his two brothers
in contemporary Long Island. .
Bums catis his nudience plcuacr n
“romantic comedy for guys"” and -
what it lacks in ectingand pro-- |
duction values it more then
makes up in charm.

THRILLER BAR NONE!

ma Adams, THE KEW YORX POST

"1 HAD A GREAT TIVEI A REAL THRALLERE"
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America's Iongesi-runmng
‘comedy whodunit
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NO PABBES O
COURONS AGCEPT

MUUSIC & DANCE WEEKEND - September 16 & 17
~~ Sing For Your Supper & the Roya!l Court Will Reward Youl
o~ Play Stump the Court for the Prizes of the Realmi
o Armored Contact Jousting Dally
~~ Continuous Entertainment on 12 Themed Stages
c Over 1000 Costumed Participants
o Over 150 Craft Shoppes
v Plenty of Fenlvn Food. Drink & Funt

(810)
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SHOWCASE BtARBORK

“SROWCASE 1y HOWCAST WISTLATD
STAR RochsTiamiis | “STAR TAYLOR . .|
[l onkiAnD | ATT WEST RIVER])

Advance ticksts available at sll @Sunmrknlv. @ Food Marke
{nthe Fiint & Saginaw arexs and participating TOTAL. Gosollne Statlons. |’

10am to 7pm Rain of Shine » No Pt or Weapans please - Logated one mile nmh
of Mt. Holly on Dixie Highway between Pontiac & Flint. FREE PARKING!

. Ticket Prices: Adults $11.95 Childeen {5-12) $5.95~ 4 and under FREE) .-

WEEKENDS ONLY THROUGH SEPTEMBER 24, 1995

STARTS FRIDAY,
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AMC LAUREL PARK




