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Latest McCone thriller is litera

“A Wild and Lonely
Place,”” by Marcis
Muller (386 pp.,
$19.95, The Mysteri-
ous Preas).

Someone is plasting
bomba in San Francis-
co’s foreign embaassies.
Who will stop him be-
fore he strikes again?
Sounds like a job for
Sharon McCone.

Dctroit native Mar-
cia Muller, creator of popular private
eye McCone, has all the can't-miss
ingredients down pat here.

Her hard.edged  female detective
hangs her hat in the ever-appesling
City Beside the Bay (es with McCone
hersell, its frayed spots only add inter-
est). She drives a red sperts car. Rarely
runs out of drop-dead verbal come-
backa. Likes kids, but has none of hcj

BOOK BREAK

zealot, loquacious Hispanic maid, et
al.). You get the plcture,

An the curtain rises on this latest
McCane mystery, we find our bold de-
tective (theso days, o kind of Nancy
Drew-Wonder Woman hi

ry

essert

action-packed story.

tendmark, you're in for disapj;
1t's about as a formulaic aa they come
right now, which can be seriouuly for-
mulale. On tho menu of liternture,
you'd be sure to find it in the deasert

1 (maybe under “sorbets”?). But,

h ¥ o
middle-age type) in the American
Southwest, approximately 6,600 feet
abave the Tehachapi Moeuntains, pilot.
ing a little Beechernft that 1a about to
be in big trouble. Suddenly, some po-
tentially lethal, clear air turbulence
acnds the sircral into a plummeting
spin. McCono's passenpers ~ tho afore.
mentioned Hy, sick as a dog, and a
wmall, frightened girl — can’t help, of
course. The chips are decidedly down,
and McCone inust save herzelf (and her
pasacngers) by hemell, This being a
1990s detective novel, our dauntless he-
roine finda herselfl in aimilar do-or-dic
situations with incredible frequency.
(She makea a lengthy, nighttime ewim

own. Has a lover, but is

th h iliar waters to save the

by marrisge. Owna two cute cate. Dincs
on stuff like ropa viega, sourdough
bread, and moming-after omelets. Fa-
vors wine and espresso for drinking
Sometimes shares a romantic cottage in

girl; swims back to 8 rescuc boat, the
girl in tow; deftly dodges would-be cap-
tors at the local airport; outamarta on-
other wily foe at another airport; lands a
erippled plane. . . )

If some of these remarks sound a bit

Mendocino County with able lover Hy
Ripinsky. Finds adventure in intrigui

spots. Encounters colorful characters
along the way (porno actress, religious

like left-handed pli ts, perhaps
I'll plead nolo contendre. If you open
this book expecting a notable literary

on the other hand, who among ux wanta
or nowls to read o masterpicee every
time out? God knows, sometimes dea-
sert — and dessert slone — is what can
get you out of bed in the moming.

Go along an McCane tracea the clu-
wive Deplo-bamber through the streets
of San Frandisco, and on to auch far-
flung spots as the Leeward Islands in
the Caribbean, the Keys, the Mojave
Denert. You't! eatch u glimpse of I'hoc-
nix and Dallas, too. And you'll even get
a quick look et the local color around
Fresno and Bakemsficld. (“When 1 was a
fittle kid in Fresno,” one character ob-
seeves, “my daddy used to say that on o
clear summer night you could sit on
your front porch and listen to Baker-
ricld suck.”)

With her straight-on, -

Surpristngly, 1 found speclal fun in
thin techno-thriller preciscly because of
Muller’s nttention to technical detail,
Since my ignorance of computers is a
shame and diagrace, I'm usually pitiful.
ly loat in any form of cyberspace, Con-
sequently, 1 closely Identified with
McCone aond her stated “inability to
internalize put lated infc .
tion.” Throughout this novel, she has
no choiee hut to change that “inabili-
ty.” And, as ahe does 5o, her leamning
trecutnies o basice, clearly-atated "lesson®™
fur readers who don’t know o window
from o board from a roam, clectronically
apeaking.

So, for all kinds of differcnt reasons,
you could do much worse than leaning
back, putting up your fect, and follow-
ing the intrepid McCono aa sho goes af-
ter the bad guy.

1f you really want to get the full flaver
of the story, perhapa you'd bezst do so
with o warming cup of espresso at hand.
Or perthaps a bottle of 93 Deer Hill

prose, Muller is one of the beat around
at building tension with worda, with
grabbing readers’ attention from the
oulset and efficiently riveting them to
their scats to the end. She's also a whiz
at moving her stary ever forward via di-
alogue, & (orm of action in itsell in this

Chardonnay — the kind McCano's sav-
ilng for her fast-approaching, 40th birth-
dny.

Victoria Iliaz of Livonio, a longtime
member of Detroit Women Writers, has
a lifelong interest in reading “everything
from great novels to cereal boxes.”

Keyless Entsy with purchase 4
of any garage doos operter.
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Stanley product quality affects millions

of people in as many differen ways, every
day. And now you can get o Stanicy
garage door for fess than you'd expect.

September Savings
on Staniey
Garage Poors
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« Durable steel enhances safety
and secunty

« Dovetail desigin adds strength
«Won't warp, crack or rot
« Beautiful pre-painted finish
«» Virtually maintenance-fiee
" » Complements any architectural stylc
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Charges Until Jan. 1996

Furnaces-Boilers
Mobile Home Applications

For Free In Home Estimates

1-800-659-1174
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No Billing
No Payments
No Finance .

Full 5 year parts warranty
on all Kenmore furnaces
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Your Hoating and Cooling Headquartars




