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Project lights way to x up a;’ River corridor

BY BILL COUTANT'
BTAF? WRITER

omething old, something
new, Sprucing up tho
much-traveled Grand Riv-
er corridor has been talked
about extensively over the last
fow years, Now tho city of Farm-
ington Hills is beginning curb
and lighting imp: ts thot

Frauer. Sy ey
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pride among the residenta.”

The improvements, which are
undor construction, will include
new curb cuts, removal of old
power poles, landscaping on the
boulevard, and new lighting that
will improve snfety, security and
the area’s appearance from
Eight Mile to Middlebelt. Tho

it hopes remidents and busincss
peoplo along the avenue will
pick up on to improve the looks
of one of tho city’s gateways.
“Grand River (Avenuo) is tho
entrance to Farmington Hills,”
said 21-year resident Ida Rancs-
bottom. “Improving the corridor
is gomething I've becn trying to
bring about for a long time. An
{mproved corridor will bring out

p: should y
extond to Orchard Lake and
Nine Mile,

“Pm fired up,” said Farming-
ton Hills City Manoger Bill Co-
stick. “This will really make the
area attractive m:d will be an

some of the ] should
be complote by November with
the remaining landscaping set
for completion in the spring of
1896, Coatick said.

The city had originally esti-
mated the total cost of the 1995.
96 improvements at $389,000,
They will spend about $676,000
on the project with $200,000
coming from city coffers.

Community Development
Block Grants will contribute
$347,000 to the project, the Eco-
nomic Development Commission
will contribute $7,000, the

own-
crs and residents to takoe prido
and moke improvements on
their properties.”

The lighting, curb cuts and

hi Department of Trans-
portation will contribute
$100,000, a federal grant for
landscaping and sidewalks
$22,000, the city cnpital im-

DDA officials boost efforts
to recruit new businesses

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFY WRITER
Thoy've tried brochurcs and
business cards. They've ahook
hands ond patted backa.
Farmington Downtown Devel-
opment Authority officials are
stopping up marketing cﬂ'grt’s. to

to rclocate to downtown Farm-
ington — until next year — if tho
plan materializes.

“It's not a case of being good, weo
know wo have a great city,” Lauhoff
said, “The questien is, How can you
bo a littlo bit better7 ™

DDA diroctor Judy Downoy

attract now b —_—
tho offor of financial incentives.

A DDA subcommittee is
putting together a packago to
prospoctive rotail outlets. Lot-
tora will be sent with demo-
graphic information and photos
of tho downtawn aren. If needed,
they will be followed up by per-
sonpl visits by DDA members.

A big carrot of the prosonta-
tion could involve an offer by tho
DDA to partinlly subsidizo busi-
nesa loans to newcomers,

DDA officials are nsking fi-
nancial institutions in the Cen-
tral Businesa District if they'd
also like to help subsidizo such a

- loan program.

‘ Tho DDA would subsidize

 part of the intorest payment,
City Manager Frank Lauhoff
said, Monoy would come from
the DDA budget,

A pLuol of 3200,009 could ba

has used brock , a video and
rosourco dircetories to attract
businesscs in tho past, But
Lauhoff added, “It's nover been
this nggressivo.”

Loans would help with reloca-
tion costs such as now signs and
moving oxpenses, Current down-
town businesses would also bo
oligible for facade improvement
loans, Downey said.

Focal Point Studivs, Joyce Corn-
well of the Villnge Mall, Downey,
Heinrich, and Louheff.

Respondents in a recent infor-
‘mal DDA survoy in the Farming-
ton Obscrver said they want to
see more full-acale sorvice
restaurants and upscale clothing
stores. They also eaid thoy want
to see fewer discount stores.

The in-house appronch is less
cxponsive than going with an
outside marketing firm, Lauhoff
said. Soma cities spond up to
$20,000 for marketing cam-
paigns.

“Somotimes they miss the
point of what the community is
nb(;;n," Lauhoff said.

Four londing instituti in
the DDA district — Chiropractic
Credit Union, MetroBank, NBD,
and Firet Federal — will bo
asked to submit proposala.

“[ hope financiel institutions
sco this as an opportunity to ful-

han seen a steady
influx of new busincsses. A craft
shop, Something Wood, opencd
in the Villoge Mall, and an an-
tiques and collectibles store
Cherub's Chest opened recently.

Also, American Cellular is

fill their C: ¥
ment Act,” said DDA bonrd
membor Bob Heinrich, who is
also president of MotroBank.

A DDA subcommittoo was
formed to take on recruiting.
Mombers i:l.c’h:dle'i DDA board

in toana for

Jakacki of

town Center.

“Wo know we have a few
empty stores, but everything ia
atarting to fill up," Lauhoff
said. “Even though thoy are fill-
ing up, wo don't want to wait
for that to happen again.”

Parents have right to pesticide alert

By MARIE CHESTNEY
B1Ary WiITIL

Little Jimmy forgats to eat his
tunch and pushes the bag to tho
back of hia Jocker. There his oand-
wich sits, dny after day, mildaw-
ing, fermenting, hardening into o
Jump of blackened yuck.

Finally, the local ant popula-
tion gota wind of tho feast hidden
{n tho locker. In thoy march.
Pretty scon Jimmy has a locker
full of hoppy anta. v

And tho school principel, eye-
ing tho invading army, cnlla for
tho Orkin man.

In daya gone by, parents of
childron with allergics would
have no idea pesticides had juat

© been sprayed in the schoal unleas
i they hnppenod to'spot o notico
: in the building.

' Now, becauso of a now rulo

from the Michigan Department
of Agriculturo, parents can know
shead of timo if pesticides or her;
bicides are about to be sprayed,
and can tako eppropriate action
to protect thoir children.

In past yoars, the dopartment
only required tho posting of a no-
tico in thoe school,

On Aug. 11, tho dopartmont
told all state districts, including
Farmington and Clarencoville,
that they muat inform paronta of
posticide and herbicide use in
the schools if a parent or

3 uch notifl

& q 8!
tion. Tho requirement went into
offect Aug.18. -

Each yoar, districtsa muat toll
parenta of their right to be noti-
fled within 30 days of the start of
the achool year,

Districts statowido aro now

hurrying to get this messnge out
to parenta: You have tho right to
bo told before any pesticides or
herbicides are sprayedion achool
proporty. This includes applica-
tions both inside and outside.

“We havo another mandato”
anid Clarenceville Suporinten-
dent David Kamish. “We have
beon dealing with Torminix for
sovoral years. Thoy treat each
building en a monthly basis.
They will hold off on the next
trontmont until wo aatisfy tho
now regulation.”

A form lotter will bo availablo
that porents must fill out, sign and
roturn to their child's schiool if thoy
wish to be notified of pesticide uac.

Parents are aéked to return
the form lotter to their child’s
achaol, not make their request
via a phona call.

' .

an outlet in the Down- .

pr fund $100,000, and
the city's general fund $100,000.

Safety improvements includ-
ing reatoring lawns, sidoewalks,
landscoping, screening, handi-
cap ramps and driveway access
will cost $2560,665; street light-
ing will cost $160,000;
Ameritech is removing its polea
at no cast; median landscaping
and screening will coat $130,334;
an entranco sign and landscap-
ing will cost $5,000; MDOT curb
repair and new curb construc-
tion will cost $100,000; and cngi-

“neering costs will be $40,000,

“The whole strectscape will bo
improved,” Costick said. “Wo
also plon to cncaurage private
property owners to work on
Dumpsters and other problems.
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‘Wo hope that this will inspire
privato property owners to do
more.”

And 5o far, it has.

“There were some give-ups,”
snid Bob Blakenoy, owner of
Blokeney's Ranch House. “We
hate to Jose our flagpole, but the
city is doing considerable land-
uc;lping. The've been real help-
ul”

ul.

Blakenoy, atong with othor
busi owners and resid
were in on plans for the im-
provements from the carly
stages.

“I did have input,” ho said.
“We had plenty of arguments
nhout sctbacks and other things,
but it came together. I think the
lamppasts and green belt are re-

Openlng nlghl.

Spocluculur show. Great music.

Great cast. Dazzling coslumos.

Right 1n the middle
o[ 1 1s the only place to be.
Now Comerica puts you

. night in the mtddle of 1l al

Ccontdor people: Bob and Di- -
ane Blakeney are ready for.
business at their family
restaurant on Grand River .
Avenue. s

ally going to help.”

The corridor dates back to .
pre-paved highway days when it |
was a heavily traveled Indion
trail connecting the Grand River -
in western Michigan to trading .
conters in the Dotroit area. :
Through growth, fostered by set- -
tlement and the opening of the -
Eric Canal in 1825, travel on the ©
rond increased, resulting in Con- *
gress cotablishing the Grand |
River Turnpike in 1832,

With the establishment of the -
atate’s capital in Lausing, the
road continued to grow in impor-
tance, beeoming the Dotroit-
Howel) and Lansing Plank Rond.

The Farmington Hilla City
Council approved maney for the
project in April.
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