The Observer/THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 1695

_(sed

Houses can now use the earth for heating and coolmg

Did you, ever think you could
actually hoat and cool your home
using the ground heneath your
own backyard? And save monoy
doing 50?7 A new electric technolo.
gy called a geothormal (or ground
source) heat pump uses solaz on-
orgy obsorbed by the ground for
low cost heating and cooling. You
can sove up to 60% on hceating
costa and to 30% on cooling costs,
according to tho Edlson Electrio
Institu (EEI) and the Natlonal
Rural Electric Cooperative Asao-

clation (NRECA), representing
America clectric utllities.
What makes b ont

pave energy and save on eloctric
bills,” said f’l‘om Farkas, Egl .
a1 Pro-

pump zo officlont? It transfers
heat Instend of creating’it. In-
stoad of using an outdoor com.
preasor like other systoms, it ex-
changes heat with the carth via
underground plestic piping. In-
stallation costs more than other
systems, but the energy savings
will pay you back the differonco in
threo to flve yoars.

“Ground source heut pumps

grama., “They provide benefits
thnt other heating and cooling
systems can't.”

Major geothermal heat pump
benefits Include:
1 Savings on operating costs. You
get up to $4.00 in heating or cool-
ing from each dollar of clectricity.
# Heating and cocling from o ein-
gle unit. And, they requirc no
more malntenance than tradition-

al heating and coollng eyatems.

8 Year-round hot water, with
some systeme. During tho air con.
ditloning modo, the hot water s
“free,” since the system takes the
hauu s heat and puts It into the
water heating tank,

8 Durability, since the units are
houscd Indoors. Thay 1aat longer
than convontional systems be-
cause they aro protected from
harh outdoor weather.

@ Qulet oporation. Ground sourco
heat pumps have no ezposed,

nolsy outdsor compressora, They
operato qulotly to satiafy your
needs without disturbing you —
or your naighbors.

avi tal efficl

huva hlgh onergy cfficloncy ral
Iings, many electric utilities offer
their customera rebates upon In;
atallation,
Theso envl

Geothermal heat purps uso the
earth es n natural erorgy sourco
~— a heat source tn winter and a
heat aink,in summer. Compared
to other systems, thoy work less to
exchangu energy into ond out of
the housa,
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heat pumps also return a moro -
oven year-round demand on utili- .
ty powor planta, This helps defor--.

the need for bullding more power
plants.

For more Information about
geothermal heat pumps, eall your,

B Robaten upon installation. olectric utility’s residential mar-
Sinco ground soures beat pumps  keting department.

£g0LVdail Dé

DIST lb%C Li Zg

Showecase of Distinctive Homes is a scattered site showcase of new homes
thronghout Southeastern Michigan. Homes are built by Professional Master
Builder members of the Building Industry Association of Southeastern Michigan.
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