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" POINTS OF VIEW

Buses givé cold shoulder to hopeful rider -,

uliztto Jonea drivea to work in our
O d County suburbs frow her
Detrolt home.

iExcopt for the occasional timen when
hbr car [s on the blink,

Then, sho usually gota a ride back
atd forth from her huaband.

'But two weoks ago, when hor car was
in the repair shop, sho could only get
rido one way.

180 aho walked the four blocka to the
marked bus stop at Walnut Lake Road
just cast of Middlebelt in West Bloom-
field, from whero infroquently over the
yearn sho has takon the bue.

And sho waited.

Aftor 45 minutos or so, she figured
out that no bua was coming.

It took somo major investigative
work to track down someone to pick
ker up. And it took some fino detective
work for the two of them to figure out
whore indeed buses wore still running -
that would tako her to her castside

homo.

Technology is a building block for our future

rom crayons to computers, tho
school world is changing. Not

Their first thought was Mapls and
Tel h {n Bloomfiold Townshi

but no busses etop there cither,

Thoy finally ended up driving the
cight milea to Northland in Southfield
.whero sho was able to plck and clicoso
from a huge asgortment of buses.

Jones should have known, you might
say, that thia spring offtcials in West
Bloomfield and Bloomfleld Y

had rofuecd to allow their residents to *
vote to tax themsclves for public bus
sorvico. 8o buses no longer run in those
two communitics, among othera,

But sho had not had to depend on
the bus system in somoe years.

Besides, the tax to maintain and im-
prove the suburban bus system passod
this spring in Wayne, Macomb and
Oakland counties.

In most motropalitan areas, public
transportation is a given, with many
having a rapld transit system in addi-
tion to busoes.

In short, it simply did not occur to

program called Quark as part of the
duction process, icularly in es-

F only are the crayon colors chang-

ing, but so is their technology. Hey,

mom and dad, they’re washable now.
There’s that word ngain — technolo-

gv. Somo folks are tired of it, however,

thoy should be grateful for it.

! Thero are thoso who say “Enough!

Wo didn't havo fancy crayons or com-

puter technology in school. And look at

e, .

Let’s look at all of us, When [ was
pung, my best times were apent perus.
g tho shelf or two of now re-
8cs n::.})n loeal library. Now our li-
raries ard oquiped to scan liats of!
ooks and musieal selections, all via
omputer. First, though, we need to
now how to use the computer.

It’s not 1 to sco at

TR

KHaht

Xand ¥ i for
placing color pictures on tho page,

“X and Y, said my supervisor. “You
know, geometry.”

I must confess, it's been all algebra
to me.

Tho point is: What our young are
leaming in school {s how to manipulate
what's an information explosion, tak-
ing that information and ueing it to the
beat advantage of us all, in achool and .
Iater at work or for recreational use.

I first made tho Llln!‘ between crayon

and for

while pasaing this year's display of new

school products at a local drugstore.
At the samo, the Rochester Eccentric

was announcing that a schoo! district

in that ity was beginni

50 Incollege, from hand-held to desk-
p varitien, Ono cducator recently told
o that o teacher said it would be un-
ortunate for o child to sco a computer
neo in grade school and then not again
until in collego.

; 1 can oxtrapolate on that: How unfor-
tunate it would bo not to seo anothor
computer again until entering tho
world of work, For years now I've been
successfully using a computer, but
mostly for wordprocesaing functlons,

o.M EE-E

an

educational foundatlon, a sort of fund-
raising arm to supplement state school
aid funding, which has been refocused
since the passago of Proposal A,

1 1. 1 that the Birmingh
and Southficld school districts had
talked about a similar programn and
Qakland Community Collego already
had a foundation In operation.

In making a few phono calls, ad-
ministeators quickly sald, yes, technol-
ogy is a good posaible use for funds

: Tho Observer & Eccentric uses a

Local control issue tips U.S. balancing a

he Unitod Statos of Amorica has
. survived a8 a nation for neatly
: 220 years, undivided and un-
¢onquered, for a very good reason.
.+ Meanwhile, tho Soviet Union has ~
dlssolved, the Austro-H ian Em-

raised. The plan, they said, was to sup-

tondency to break and control tho vie-
lence of faction.”

And: “Tho federal Constitution
forms a happy con:lbinntlnn ln‘thls ro-
spect; the great and aggregato interests
boing referred to tho nation; the local

plre has been broken up, Yugoslovia

haa disappeared, its surviving factions
have splintered, Canada may yet break
apart, and African nations aro in chaos

Lecause of intornal disputes.
! In America, our genius haa been our
{ing balancing act b tho
tional and stato g within
R VIR . A8 Y 1 act

gan, our i

' hetweon tho state and local unita.

.+ This balancing act constitutea much
of the news you read, In 1787, James

Madison wrote about it in No. 10 of

‘The Foderaliat Papers, “Among ?‘.,ha

’ P ya

- well-constructed Unlion,” the young

‘lawyor began, “nonoe desarvos to bo

more accurately developed than its

i An armed society is a polite society.

firat heard the line a fow yoars ago

when [ waa fly-flshing in Vor:nunt, a

™ stato where anybody who bsn'ta

» konvicted folon or judged crazy may ob-

" tain and carry a concealed weapon
ACW) at any time.

8 _' Now it's at the cutting odge of the

“Uabate [n Lansing ovor Houss Bill

4720, introduced by Rop, Alan Crop-

and particular to tho State legisla-
tures.”

Madison's words are pertinent in
several curront Michigan dobates:
court reform, handgun control, school
roform and urban sprawl. All involve
the delicate balancing act between
state and local control. It's a debate
that waa conducted 100 years ago and
will be ongoing 100 years from now,
That's how wo have suzvived. Neither
sido ever totally wins.

My viow ia that within Michigan the
balance has swung too far toward local
control. The state is the croator of local
units of government, but it has erred
by giving too long a leash.

Last week, Chief Justico James

Make no mistake: A ‘polite ’ society is more

polling reason why they have to carry
hidden heat. Conventlonat wisdom
holds that 4 percont — that’s 360,000
folks — of tho population would try to
got CW permits if the law Ls eased.
Recont polls Indicate a solld majori-
ty of Michigan realdents oppose mak-
Ing it casler to got a CW permit. Big
majoritios of men, women and gun
owners fool accidental shootings would
increass, and smallor pluralities of

‘ s::yn'un‘tﬂ. wllr' rﬁﬂclmld dothe oach group feel changing the law
1 The mx:{mm is vociferously support- watldn't do much about crimo rates, -
“7od by the Natlonal Rifle Association Nt:’- aurpriolngly, the thetorle gats
: fend the Michigan United Consarvation: | Pretéy ateamy. .
Hcmb:.}«mfaﬁ‘x’.'mh»» twinsat the | . Wayne Co:gt&zmmlxwﬁoﬁ A
*hip by their commor: leader, Tom O'Halr wam paalng the!
‘Washington. It's attacked with equat rould allow guns Lnto the hands of
‘paztion by a bunch of law enforcement "ﬁ““ﬂal" Wdl:":llﬂv; erLdod pro;&cu-
olks, ¥ from Attorsay General | tion, hotheads, alcohol abusers, drug
: sl o Datrolt deputy police | 8busera and people prase to domestic
“chiat Banny Napoleon - | violenon.” Others cited. malcontenta
A e Y. uf:so e wi&amrm e.dlgyi“thbneo;d
& & . ashington argued tha
mmmﬂl‘&iﬂff bl‘:d- does not support paranole,” asserting

only aftr applicants dsmonstzate com- |

there hao been no big increaso in gun-

4

A private Kids Kab Inc,,

her that public transportation no long-
er oxloted in solected communities.
And hor reaction: Well, if they don‘t
havo it why don’t they take down the
bus stop signa? Woll, why don’t they?
I doubt that this is o one-of-a-kind
story. It is certnin that every day we
fail peoplo depondent on public trans-

{s attempting to fill a amall portion of
that gap — at Jeast on Saturdays, with
pick ups of youngsters too young to
drivo or anyono olso without a car,

Curbside service will run from Went
Bloomfisld, Bloomfield Hills and )
Bloomfield Township, none of which
has public transportation any longer,
back and forth to downtown Blrming-
ham.

They aro scheduled for 11 a.m. and
12:30 p.m. runs to Biymingham, with
dropoff at Shain Park, and rcturna at
4:30 and G p.m. Initially, sarvice will
run through Oct.'15 and you must
make reservations (1-800-506-5437)
two doys ohead.

No, you can't decide on the spur of
tho moment; no, it's not cxactly the in-
dependenco taking a bus or subway
would help develop; no it's only one
day o weok; and no, it's not cheap (85
each way and you must buy a $30

portation, And that includes aur young
people.

voucher good for six one-way rides).

locally g ted tax dollars,
not to take thoe place of them, and to

- provide for things taxes can’t — liko
modern technology.

. “Taxcs aren't cnough,” explained
Molinda Callahan from the Rochester
school diatrict. “Woe have to find new
and different ways of funding educa-
tion. Wo'ro not really any different
from universities with alumni and ath-
letic supporters. K-12 is really the
foundation of the future,”

Perhaps locat districts are taking a
cue from QCC and Oakland University,
which also has a foundation.

Cheryl Kozell, dircctor of resource

dovel at Qakland i
College admitted that, at first, sho was
a little uncomfortable with asking for
foundation donaotions. That all

h d, h when she

Tired

But it s an avenuo for thoso too ~
young to driva or without a car to got to
tho closest thing wo've got to a down-
town.

If it proves successful and if thero s
further demand, Kids Kab founder
Pam Henderson said they could also
institute weokday, mid-day service.
Both aro down times for their 14 vana,
used to scoot children of working par-
ents to school and after school activi.
tlea.

But mako no mistake, this is a band-
ago on a gaping void. It will help but .
not heal. Our towns without public
transportation must give reaidents the
opportunity to reinstate this basic ser-
vice,

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloom-
field resident, is former manaoging edi-
tor of the Eccentric Newspapers. You .
can {cave her a messoge from a Touch-
Tone phone at (313) 953-2047, mailbox
1997.

foundation will kick off ita first scason
in October, In that district, Stan Orser,
who is heading up tho program, noted
that residenta and businesses aro ex-.
pected to continue a long-standing pat-
tern of millage approval and volunteor-
ism in that community with support
for tho foundation,

Orser admits that Birmingham may
havoe a challenge, in that foundations
originally were used by financially poor
school districts. But he thinks thero
are “plenty of rensons why a founda-
tion might be supported by business. A

ion {bringing in a new employ
cc) might say, ‘Here's where you can
live.," We're ono of the perks.”

Perks.

Everyono wants to feel good about
}he fnmmunlty where they live or do

money sent to OCC's foundation was
on investment, an opportunity to “be
on the cutting cdge for what employcrs
need in five to 10 years.”

Supported by the foundation have
becn projects such as a distance lean-
ing center in Pontiac and programs on
goal setting and for the learning dis-
abled.

Southfield schools foundation has
been 1iah R 1 loch Hhal
ships, according to a spokesman.

Brickley prosented that view, He said
tho Supremae Court will exert a much
firmer administrativo hand over trinl

In Birmingham schools, a flegling

ers say he didn’t go far enough because
he wants to leave Detroit Recorder's
Court alone. The point, however, is
that Brickley, like Madison in the 18th
¢entury, is secking not domination but
a better state-local balanco to serve
and protect the publie,

Phil Power is writing about.
concealed weapons (CW) nermits, the
legal paper that enables a citizon to
carry a handgun. In my view, Michigan
has erred on tho side of giving county
gun boards too much arbitrary power
to deny applicants their clear 1t

ct too far

So school foundations accept
any size, or type, of donation,

Certainly a good school district, with
solid curriculum goals — and a good
community cducation program to teach
me the computer skills necessary to
improve my work skills and lifestylo —
is not only o perk, it’s worth an invest-
ment. :

Sandra Armbruster is Oakland
County editor for The Eccentric News-
papers, You may leave a message for
her at (810) 901-2587,

ards, tougher state certification of :
teachers. Two governors and & Legisla- -
ture whose control has see-aawed bo-
tween the partics have put these re- ,
forms in place.

A fow — not enough — minds are
saying townships have engaged ina
bidding war for business at the cost of
tho environment. The “urban aprawl”
debate, as it's called, says glant compa-
nies push tiny local units into granting
building permits that destroy green
fiolds, trees, atreams, habitat and crop-
lands to a few, fast

tional right to bear arms, A system that
curba arbitrary local power and honors
t| itution is in order.

court budgets and admini i

while not interfering in local programs.
Brickley called for simplification and
streamlining of trial coirts, with thoir
current layors of circuit, probate, rocor-
der's and district courts and their rab-

‘| bit warron mazo of election districts.
Some say Brickley wont too far, Oth- |

‘related deaths in Florids, Texas and
Virginia, states that have “shall Issue” .
CW laws. -

. .Cropeoy, Washington and their allies

- insist that the constitutional argument
is airtight. Both the U.S, and Michigan
constitutions parmit every citizon to
koep and bear arms in defense of tham-
selvos and the state, That's why they
say that e state gun board, to ba set up
by their legialation, “shall tasue” por-
mita to anybody who isn't explicitly

0

The school dobate follows the samo
pattern. The Roligious Right, in con.
tro! of tho Stata Board of Education, is

tax bucks,

Cleatly, state law and officials need
to get higher standards for {ocal units
and make them think of a long-term
global economy rather than placating
police budgets today.

fighting a snarling, rear-guard nction

agninst the reforma of the past decade:
stato tests, state di
tion of schools, state curricul

stand-

Balance. Not mere “chango” but
continued fine-tuning.
Tim Richard reports on the local im-

ruled out. .
Ithink that's nonsense. Both consti-
tutional provisions deal with keeping
and bearing arms, not carvying them .
loadod and out of night,
In my mind, the issus reduces itself
to the compelling core assertion: An

'V-armed socicty is o polite society.

The thinking behind tho slogan
takes two etops. (1) The law enforce- -
mont apparatus haa larguly failed to
protect decont, law-abiding folks in tho

ful conduct of their busk [p3

dangerous

lications of state and regional cvents.

If we let an addit{onal 300,000 Michi- :
gan folks carry concealed heat, certllin-;
1y somo hothead with o grudge or somo-
body stoned or drunk js going to shoot |
and kill some innocent people,
What's unmarked about this pas.
sionatd disputo is that averything de-
pends on the perapectivo embedded §;
tho discussion, whothoer the law-abid-
ing citizon exercising his right to pro-
tect himself or tho society as a whola
exorcising its responsibillty to protect

‘Thereforo, It is only just to allow de-
cont, law-abiding folks to carry guns to
rotect th lves from the barbark
-who rulo the strects, , E
. Notice that the ivo embed-

i people from carnage. :
That's why I think the “shall isaua"
bill is a mistake, An armed socioty may,
be a bit more polite than an unarmed
one, but it certainly Is a wholo lot mare:

i

ded in this argumont is that of the in-
dividual, ontitled to protect himsolf
when faced with menace.

whole, what started out looking like o
mattor of personal protection turns. .

suddenly into an lesue of public safety.

1

If you switch the porspective, howev-"
er, from the Individual to socletyasa’ *

Refer to House Bill 4720 when writ-
ing to your state representative, State
Copitol, Lansing 48909. Phil Power is
' chairman of the company that owns
thia newspoper. His Touch-Tone voice

mail number is (313) 953-2047, Ext,
1881, .

i



