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Christine Lavin offers fans folk music with a twist

-«Christine Lavin solo at 7th
Hotuse (7 N. Saginaw, Pontioc) 9
pm.Sunday, Sept, 24, Tickets $20
rizgYved, $16 general admission.
Call (810) 355-8100.

By:MARK e. GALLO

SPECIAL WAITER

Christine Lavin's star has heen
on tho reo. Amoug other thlngs,
ahe's rocently sovered & decade
long affilintlon with Rounder
Records  subsidlary Philo, for
whom she quite possibly was the
biggeat solling artist, and moved
to Shanachie, a label well known
ﬁ;r & woalth of Irish and folk mu-
alc,

It appears to have been a wiso
move. From March 16 to June 30,
the first reporting porled on La-
vin's new album, “Please Don't
Make Mo Too Happy,” it has sold
22,437 coples, That's pretty amaz.
iog for a “folk” artist.

Lavin's speaking voice, as
much as her singing voice, {8 in-
horently gleeful. There is a con-
stant and natural implicd smile,
and she is generous with a laugh.
Humor plays & major role in her
musical persona.

Querled on the subject of the
importance of humor in her mate-
rial, Lavin says, “Well, it just
finds its way there. Funny aitun-
tions just kind of unfold in front
of me and I'm lucky enough to bo
witness to it and put it down in
music, { really havo a good time

on atage. My show s probably 60
porcent funny and 40 percont se-
rious. Maybe 75-25 because I
gueas I talk a lot botwoen songa
and that's pretty funny; but somo

of the new atuff is protty serlous

and heartfolt.”

A new song she scems particu.
lar excited about, “Shining My
Flashlight On The Moon,” is a
caso in polnt

“I found mysell up in Vermont
aftor the show was over, and [t
was tho vory, very last show at a
oki resort — & summer resort
thing. And ot the and of the night
the sound company ‘came and
toak awny all the equipment that
had been there all summer, All
the other performers had left to go
back to Masaachusotts and 1 was
tho only ono staying st tho Jodgo.
1 drove moy car to the lodgs and I
went to the parking lot to got my
flashlight nnd it was really dark
and I was just flashing it at differ-
cnt things, It was pretty much —
maybe not a full moon, but pretty
full, and — this 15 truly weird —

ber shining my flashligh

on the moon, and the light from
the flaahlight suddenly disap-
peared when 1 put it on tho moon,
Like it was sucked up. It was very
strange. It was a funny fecling. 1
thought, aa a songwriter, the stufl
wo write about is all temporary
and ephemerol and not real im-
portant. It's like shining a fleah-
light on the moon,” sho laughs.

s
vawvav@devneviEred

©

vl wviledwiiewaw
(]

Adult Rehahilitatlon Center o

.ang towing can he arranged.
4(: fl the Salvatlon Army at:
ped 810-771-2452
313.941-5100
810-338-9601
313-965-7760

four people
" offf the street”
‘ amd omn the
road to recovery.”

Your ol car can take someone off the street and put them
nn“thu roid to recovery, IF you've got an operable car, truck,
camper. or boat, consldes donating it 10 ‘The Salvation Army.
The proceeds from your donation will then go directly to the

wify the battle against drug and alcohol .
Laclllctinn. Your dunation Is tax deductible, .

Don’t just make a donation,
make a difference.
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“I lovo being on the road,” she
says. “I'm writing more and more
on tho road. I have less distrac-
tions and more stimulation. For
mo, to ba living in New York City
— if you'ro in a place in Now York

“at night that's 20 dark you need o

flashlight, you're in danger. So I
don't bave that exporlenco in New
York. 1 don't go into the park at
night. I go on tho streeta with the

‘traffic lights, When I was up in

Vormont I folt very, very safe. It
was n weird fecling bocause {ts a

‘fooling I hadn’t felt in a really

long time, to be in real darkness

‘and to know that you're not in

Venture ‘Into the Woods’ with Stagecrafters -

Stagecrafters presents “Into the
Woods,” through Oct. 1, at the
Baldwin Theatre, 416 S. Lafay-
ette, Royol Oak, Call (810) 641-
6430 for tickets.

By BENITA GREEN
HeECIAL WiUTER .
As bofitting a 40th annlversary,
the Stagecrafters open their 1995-
1996 scason with the mammoth
musleal by composer/lyricist Ste-
phen’ Sondheim and book writer
Jomes Lapine, ‘‘Into Tho
Woods,” at tho beautiful Baldwin
Thester in downtown Royal Oak.
As the story opens, the sct
roveals threo different window
acenes cut into a largo book paint-
cd with the words, “Oncd Upon A
Time.” Soon recognlzable are the
falry-tale choracters Cinderclla,
played by Jennifer Clark, Jack (of
Jack and the B 1k

danger of being mugged or
jumped sor tripping or falling
down. 8o I could nover havo writ-

‘ten ‘Shining My Flashlight On

Tho Moon' in New York City."

The latest projoct for the
project-orfented Lavin invelves
the publication of a book. The
book that Christino Lavin envi-
slons [nvolvea the sottlng of her
Iyrica to cartoons.

Lavin has writton beautiful and
polgnant songs (“The Dakota™
about John Lonnon's murder, and
“Gettin' Used To Leavin’” are
two favarites), and sho's a very
impressive guitarist. Her quick
wit and healthy senso of humor
have a way of overshadowing that
sometimes; but {t's a safo bot that

window scono contains the Baker
{Doug Clark) and the Baker'a
Wife (Jodie Wagner Kuhn of
Troy), whoso story is an original
amalgamation of many fairy tales
.and is tho foree which drivea tho
other characters from tho other
pages into contact with ono an-
othor. The ch atart out

thoss who como for onc always
Jeave with an sppreciation of the
other. She bas been called the
“Diva of Folk,” and whilo one im-
egires she would shy away from
tho “Diva” label, the folk music
bandlo is one sho wears well.
“QOne of tho really good things
about folk musie,” sho cays, “is
that there’s a lot of people who
bavo been working for a long time
without, the spotlight on them.
Folk music bas just nover mado a
lot of money, and the record com-
panies haven't tried to go In and
ruin it the waoy they’ro trying to
ruln country music, oven though
they don't think they'rs trying to
ruin country music. The coantry
music videos are sticker and

slicker, and the women are pret-i
tior and protticr, and the boya ars’
prottier and prettier,” she laughs.
“My heart aches for the renli
thing." RIY]

Fana of topical folk musje,
witha twist will cortainly be treats!
cd to tho real thing, according io.
Christine Lavin, come Sundoy
night. Call early for tickets. Thie.
will be a selt out. i
R

If you have a comment or infors
mation for Mark Gallo, call (313)
953-2047, mailbox 1898, onig;
Touch-Tone phone, or write to
him care of Arts & Entertoinmenty’
‘Obscrver & Eccentric Newspapers,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI’
48150, C e
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strong, b volce. Josort:
Landis gives an cnergetic pers

tho ployers in this Stagecrafters
production, as well as soveral ox-
collent volces, makes for an enjoy-
oble show, Lynatte Kerr brings a
wido acting and vocal range to tho
role of the Witch, {lmm her nails-
halkboard, ov b1

28 Jock, never mhu'mk:-
tho comedie timing of his lines;
which are usually related to the’
character'a doltish affection for nn’
aged pot cow named Milky-White.
Todd Knight en Rapunzel's
Prince, and Andy Clements, ‘au!
Cind

with simplo wishes that compol
them to leave thoir safe cottages
and go into the woods, a placo of
danger and i where o

to warm tones of

1la’a Princo sing well to:

motherly Jave, as in ‘tha song
“Stay With Me" where, in tho

Wolf (portrayed by Jeffroy Wil-
leta) tempts Little Red Rlding
Hood {Dechra Dworkin) to stop
‘and “smell the flowers,” and tho
area’s reeldent Witch (Lynetto
Kerr) torrorizes oll with near-im-
poseible demands and a_magic
stick-with the powerful effect of
an electric eattle prod.

A strong camaraderio among

d aho

gether wh they happen to;
meet in the forest, os they ench®
pursuo the most popular story-
bgok dnmsels around (moro than’

la and 1 it

of empty-neat

pleads with her adopted daughter
Repunzel (Allison Schubert of
Boverly Hills) not to clape with
her Prince, but to “stay o child
while you can bo a child.”

As Little Red Ridinghood, Do-

just Cindere! p

Despite a lengthy three-hoiir
duction, tho 3 f

rrnulnualn a high lovel of oxcite.
ment in thelr performance. Under

bra Dworkin is hiariously cheeky
and childish, and also hos a

the fon of Deborel
Landia-Sigler, the tranaitlons

from scene to scono aro nmm}h.

played
by Jason Landis) and Jack's
mother (Judy Clubb). The third

;
OPEN 7 DAYS
FREE BANQUET ROOM

e

2 Sepl. 23rd & 30th
Tablesida Tricks

. Buy 1 dinner,
2nd meal of equal or
Mlssser value 1/2 prico.

& Vintage ftems

THE MARKET,
Y~ N

"~ Including: Old & Raro Books, Viciorian
Books, Porcelaln, Toys, Movie items, China,

Period Fumiture, Pattern Glass, Roference
Fottery, Primitives, Slivef, Plus Much Morol

SHOWS, SPECIAL'EVENTS EACH & EVERY WEEKEND

- ADMISSION ONLY 81.50 PER CARLOADI

selling a homa so easyl
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053-2000

from your touch-tona telephone for tha 1atest Information on area open houses and
new housing developmants. This s our HomeLinp service and It makes buying or
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in the Detroit area,

Nothfleld Hilton

810-349-4000

Want to get away from everything except your family? Then maybe you
should consider Hilton's BounceBack Vacatlon®. It's fun. It's affordable. s
available every day of the week. At Novi Hilton, Southfleld Hilton Garden lnn,
and Northfield Hilton, enjoy a freshly prepared Continental breakfast free
each day, or trade up to a full breakfast. At either of the Hilton Sultes, enjoy
a free full breakfast and complimentary evenlng beverage receptlons. ~For
reservations, call your professional travel agen, 1-800-HILTONS, or a Hilton

X

GREATER DETROIT

HILTOX. 50 HICE 10 COME HOME T0.

e

179 379 Detrolt Metro Alrpodt Hiltoa Sultes 4 Avbum Hills Hilton Suites
5300 Crooks Road 8600 Widham Road 2300 Featherstone Road
810-879-2100 | 337289200 - 810334202
375 NoslHiion 55 Scuthiield Hilton Garden Ina ‘
1:275 a1 3 Mile Road 26000 American Drive
810-357-1100 . -

Beverage reception included In sulte peice. Sublect to state and local laws.. Kids stay free:

room of suite, per night. Offer valid every day of the week, /195 through /483, althoughi Monday
stay. Subject ta avallabllity. Advance Reservatlons required. Rates do not leclude tax o gratulties and do not apply 10 meetings. conven-

Alons, groups, o ather promotional offers; subject to without notice. Othet festrictions apply. The Hilton logo and lagotype ate

change
|Lreslstesed rademarks of Hilton Hotels Corporation. ©1993 Hilion Hatels. .
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