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Hokey

REVIEW

scroen in psychedelle virtual real-

le'. For these kids, using the lmy-

R el “Hackerns” b . Oncof lhuan hnubau taps Into
TI:&AKE;: the same prob- thn wrong system, copy!ng a gar-
o= lem that many bage ﬁlu ehntwill a cor-
sys- security offi-
tems do. Held corina muld-mmlou dollar em-
back from ita bexxlemont achewme.
original releaso The skateboard-riding bad guy
Yy several  (Fisher Stovens) gocs by the han-
monthe, this dis “Tho Plaguo” and he has cre-
state-of-the-art nmd o virus that will causo com-
thriller oil tankera to
alrcady scoms mpai:v. Of caurse ho blames tho
MDNA!‘!’ﬂ'A‘x out of dato, impending cnvironmental disas-

The title char-
acters are New York City high
achool students who spend their
nights gaining clectronic aceess to
telovision stations, nchual

ter on those moddling kids.
Realizo early that this ia pure
silliness and “Hackers” can actu-
ally bo a good time. Filling the
movla with gnnsh colors and
all thump-

records, and major

Kate (Josse Bradford), the

uchool’s reigning computzr queen, .

‘mects her match in Dade (Jonny
Lee Miller), a new tranafer.

The plot has all the subtleties
of an after schoal special. Law en-
forcement should bo nrresting real

criminals, the movie says loudly, .

instead of cracking down ou
harmless hackers.

ing to a modern rock soundtrack,

- director Tain Softloy tries to Injoct

the same cxcitoment {nto comput-
ere that hd did with tho young
Beatles’ in - the undorrated
“BackBeat.”

Ho opens the movie with a shot
of Dade approaching New York
City by airplane. From directly
above, tha skyscrapers and city

A From The Producer of
“COOL RUNNINGSD
P

e
R

TEHOWCASE Saurta)

NOW PLAVBNG

1AMCAMERICANAWESLY|

SSHOWCASES .’-2“-"“

SIAR GRATIOT.ATIS-MILE [ STAR ROCHESTER BHL
...'1‘ 04 mnmr .é'. '.'.'.-,1. 551 mvm.

T

atroets dissolve Into computer
chips with eloctrical impulses
darting around like a0 many Big

Applo taxl

Now, every timo a charecter
boots up their computer, an
ploslon of wild colors filla the

ard to

files is tho ultimate In unsafo sox.
The actors are surprisingly lik-
able, copecially Miller's young

genius on parola from the on-line

ox-

mischiel he got Into at age 11
And duplu Bradford's post-punk
pasing, it's hard not to like a be-

roine who eleeps with a l‘ull~nlu
poater of Fritz Long's “Metropo-

110 abovo her bed.

lmnlully. “Hackers" intended
of teenage computer

gooka wlll likely be tumed off by
ita implausability. For. me, who
has a geo-whiz attltudo toward
tho Internct and very limited
knowledgo, “Hackers” can bo an

nudlence

er culturs.

48150.

‘Hackers’ logs into the computer culture

ontortalning trip Into the mmpul‘

Tq lcave o message for Johh
Monaoghan, dial 953-2047, mafl-
boz number 1866, on a touch-tone
phane, fox him a note at §91-7279,
or write him in care of Entertain-
ment, Observer & Eccentric News-

papers, 36251 Schooleraft, Livonia
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or
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