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Patterson considers private funding to keep Lions ;

By PAT Munreny
HBTAFT WRITER

If Oakland commissioners are
reluctant to commit tax monoy to
help keep the Detroit Lions at the
Pantiac Silverdoms, county exec-
utivo L. Brooks Pattorson said he
may tumn to tho private sector.

Such talk may bo putting the
cart before the horse, use
Patterson hasn't officially ap-
proached the Board of Commia-
sioners for help and commission-
ers may indeed be willing to
cough up some moncy to help the
executive help Poatine keep the
Liona at the dome.

It’s almost inconceivable that

commissionors would not be will-
ing to help keep tho Lions hore,
Pattersan eaid Tuesday through
press secretary Bob Dustman.
But if commissioners wore reluc-
tant to come up with somo monoy,

third party te intentlonally and
improperly induce a party to
break a contract, The assump-
tion, of course, is that Detrolt or
Archer — who openly said he'd
liko to s0a the Lions downtown —
is ing with the

ho would turn to the b
community,

At a highly visibla press confer-
ence last week, Patteraon talked
of his concern over the City of De-
troit negotlating with tho Llons
about moving to a new stadium in
the Motor City.

He talked about suing bis ald
friend, Detroit Mayor Dennia
Archer, under a state law Patter-
son sald makes it unlawful for a

oxisting contract botwoen Pontlisc
and the Llons.

Patterson outlined some steps
ho's contemplating 1n light of of-
forts to lure the Lions out of Pon-
tiac to Detroit or anywhore else.
Somo of those stepa tho cxscutive
could take on his own without
help from county commisaloners.

Pattorson could, es ho cutlined,
suo Detroit and/or Archer. He

could also unilaterally pressuro
the legislature to chonge in tho
Hotael-Motel Tax, so monoy pald
ot Oaklend hotels and motels (an
catimated $5.6 million in 1994) no
longnrl.‘x:ﬁs to reduce tho debt on

“We (Qakland busincsscs) are
mmng beat up with our own tax-
es,” P d, to

the plcturo on thoas itoms the ex-
ocutive could not do on his awn.
Itoms like the county paylng half
the expenses (with Pointine pay-
ing the other half) of a profesaion-
al negotiator to represent the city
in negotlations with the Lions.
Pontiac, as of last week, wasn't
ropresented in nczm.(ndoxu hy
wi

money pald in Oakland that sub-
sldizoa Dotroit, which in tum
trica to lure the Lions awny.

“Thia iz not personal (with
Archer), nor s it anti-Detroit,”
Patterson said. “This is busi-
ness.”

County commissioners entor

th the
speak on behalf of tho the cl!y
Theo death last month of Mayor
Charlio J. Harrison Jv. and a city
council unablo uppolnt nnd em-

“And when you're not at the
table,” Patterson add. *gomoone
els onts your lunch.”

Patterson said the cost to the
county for helping Pontiac would
lkely be small, But It would also
be specliic — liko halping to hirs
an experienced negotiator to rep:
recont Pontiae or canmarking roed

patrol grants to pay for nhnrlﬂ'a
duputlu to help with trafflc
around the Silverdome on game

days.
Bul annen pl:dmd to ha!p.

wer &
have loft tho city unropresented at
the bargnining .table, Patterson
sald.

Commissioners: Patterson hasn’t named dollar
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agenda doesn’t include ony items
— such as a proposal for the
county to share in tho cost of hir-
ing an ] T ta

has nlmudy
cuunty about the

Pontiac.

county helping Pontiac in negoti-
ations with the Detroit Lions.

But the approach — on two
scparate occasjons — was infor-
mal end no specific dollar
amounts were mentioned.

Thot's not likely to change
‘Thursday when the Oakland
County Board of Commissioners

Furthermoro, Patterson doesn't
plon to personally appear beforo
commissloners to make a pitch —
or oven soften them up for later —
according to press secretary Bob
Dustman.

“Mr. Patterson has no plans to
address commissioner,” Dust-
man sald Tucedsy.

en Patterson approaches

matter of when, not “if”* — he will
seo a county board willing to lia-
ten and anxious to help, providing
1t’s not too costly.

“It's not a given" that commia-
sloners would simply fork over
monoy without ﬁ:'n getting some

ing to T

sioner Lawronce R, Pernick. “But
I think commisalonera would be
willing to liston, We want to keep
the Lions in Pontiac.

*“The Lions and the Silverdomo

Pernick sald, “and they help us

nuau.
hed

pmu confunmco at the Sllvnr-

firs
mmm{ualonun Al the Sept. 7
meoting when ho talked at tho
Democratic caucua about Pontinc
not being represented In negotia-
tlons with the Lions.

Patterson dldn't ask for meney.
Ho merely nsked that commis-
sionera who represented Pontlac
— JoAnne Holbert and Jeff King-
20tt — to uso whotever Influence
they had to appoint a 1

Chnrlen E. Palmer, R-Tyoy and
Clawson.
“He wasn't spocific,” said
Palmor. “But it wes clear he'd
:eck our help when the time

Pulmor t00 sald commlssloners
were likely to listen carcfully and ™
kick in, providing the cost wasn't
excenslvo n.ml tho goal was specif-
ic. “Wo deflnitely don’t want to

The oxccutive nlm talked with
a fow commi last

loun the Llom," he sald.
Don Jensen, R-

“This la

pized, “and we (wunty gnvum-
ment) won't it back and watch
tho Lions leave.”

amounts

tic. “If I had to vote on providleg!
money for the Sliverdome right}
now, I'd prabably vote agalnst it,”:
ho said. “I'll keep an open mind,i
but I don't want to get Into a long-'
ranged commitment, I don't want
anything that will requiro the;
county m continue spending tax:
_dollars,”

Commissioner John Guﬂald
R-Rochester Hiils, sald he'a nnx-
jous to hear what the exccutlve!
has in mind, “When ho'a willing
to talk, I'm willing to listen,” he;

{
y
'
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