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Program studying = (et

older drivers’ skills

“Right now 1'd
be very upset if
tho state took
awny or restrict.
od my driving li-
cense  just
cause I'm 68
years old,” sald
Barbarn Bertle-
son of Bovorly
Hille.

rRosg  Bortleson is

weBeR participating in
memsmensssee—s 8 Tiationwide ro.
search study of driving ekills of
drivers 55 and over, administered
in this area by the Occupational

‘Therapy dopartment at the Beau-

mont Hospital Rehabilitation

Center in Blrmingham.

Bestleson was selected for the
study because sho is 8 Beaumont
Physiecal Medicine Rehabilltation
Advisory Council member and a
long-time volunteer at the center
who moets the age criterla. Other
volunteers wero nolicited through
newspaper articles,

‘The purpose of the study Is to
.discover ways of efflciontly mea-

muring the strengths and
=weakneoses of drivers as thoso
~abilities diminish with sgo. The
Ztest conalsts of two parts, plus a
“vinjon teat, a set of computer exer-
. rises that measuro a number of
Mifferent ablilties, such as reac.
an times and comprohension of

‘alght items. The second part is a

zoad test — driving along stroets

and highways In tho Blrmling-
ham-Beverly Hills areu, respond-

{ng.to instructions from the occu-

patiordal therapist.

“The indlviduals teat results
are kept in a confldentinl file by
the Natlonal Public Services Re-
nearch Institute and are only ro-
leased to tho participant, not to
the local licensing department,”

. explained Tamara Martin, occu-
pationn! thorapist. Part of tho
purpoas of the test in Michigan is

to match the results of the 100

volunteer drivers with drivers of

the samo age who have been ro-
ferred by local ‘and state police

authorities because of a traffic vi-

olation or accident or by thelr

family members. ° !

“The Elderly Driver Referzal
Profect ia a pro-ective program.
We are not going to arbltraily re-
move driving privileges just bo-
cause of age,” sald Al Bard, Pro-
gram Development Section,
Michigan Department of State
Bureau of Driver Improvemont. .

“Tralning program * -
According to Bard, the state

I
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drivers llcensing department
would like to flnd & quick, exsy
scroening method which would
identify nging drivers with dimin-
Ished capacitics, The goal would
be to develop a training program
which would prolong tho driving
years without danger to thess
drivers or the public.

Physlcians would provide infor-

mation on medlcal or physleal -
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TIBRIDGE Ego has no
CROWD oara,  unfor-
' awy tunately, and

- therefors * can't
listen and Jeam.
'oday's  esca-
pade Is sbout a
A porformer I know
casually, yet ono
i for whom I bave
galnod respact.
As an odver-
sary he fs unpro-
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and their
patienta to soek help with their
driving probloms. An Ad Hoc
Study Committee of elderly driv-
ers choired by Jock Koreodal of
Holly was formed at tho Area
Agency on Aging, 1-B, in South-
field, to resoarch waya of helplng
eldesly drivers.

According to ataff moderator
Tina Marzolt, ono solution could
be a support group directed by
eenlors, for scnfors. Tho group
could provide driving Information
(most soniors have not had formal
driver tralning), help to modify
their driving pattorns and provido
support when the declslon to stop
driving has to be made.

Bertleson oald she obtalned her
license by calling the bureau In
New Jersey where she Jived and
tolling them she could drive.
““They sont the licenss, and I was
taught by my boyfriend.” Other
drivers taught themselves, some
wore taught by husbands, and ono
was given one lezson in hin newly
purchased car by o Now York cab
driver,

“I wes really unsure about tho

signs and rules like distance be-

tween cars because I Jeamed 20
long ago,” Bertleson eald. Somo of
the odaptations Bortleson has
made in her later yoars is driving
primarily between 10 a.m. and 2
p.m. to avold the beavy traffic,
she rarsly drives at night and
makes multiplo right tums in.
stead of a loft turn and avoidaace
of parallel parking. I park in
places whore I can zip in and out.
1 think o help group would be
good and.I would attend,” sald
Bertleson.

For more information you may
call, Marzolf at the Area Agency
on Aging, 1-800-852-7795 or Bard
ot 1-617-322-1604.

Rose Weber is a freclance writer
covering items of interest to and
about seniors. To leave a message
for her; from o touch-tone phone,
call (313) 963-2047, mailbox 1887,
You also may call her at (810)
646-6992 or write The Eccentric
Newspopers, 805 E. Maple, Bir-
mingham 48009, )

"~ New support group to help kids

The Batbara Ann Karamanoa
Cancer Institute Hosples (former-
ly Michigan Cancer Foundation)
has established & new aupport
group to help children cope with
the loss of Joved ones,

dspeak, a seven-week forum
for youth ages 7-17, will meet 8-7
p.m. Mondays beginning Oct. 2 at
the institute’s Franke! Center,
18331 W. 12 Mile Road, In

Lathrup Village.

The forum provides an oppor-
tunity for youth to share feolings,
thoughts and Ideas about grief
and loss. The free program Is not
specific to cancer but Is open to
all childron who have experlenced
the loas of a loved one.

For more information or to reg-
ister, contact the instituto’s hos-
plce program at (810) 443-5825.
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dictable, and
that's dangerous. In soms ways
more creative than Twaln and an
antagonist that must nover bo
takon for granted, Sam Wengrow
of Farmington Hills {s also one 1
have bad unusual fun with, for
his senso of humor can bo quick.
witted and his gab as razor-cdged
as Groucho's.

A fow, thorefore, concludo ho fa
n grump, but for the many who
know him well, he Is o delightful-
1y young octogonarizn who is the
kindeat friend one could have,

Sam haa been playing d
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bridge for so long that 17th Cen-
tury Fox once consldored starring
him in one of its catly talking pic.
tures, His involvement in bridge
got started, I think, some €0 years
ago in Toledo.

whero he {ly sottled forev-
er. In cach of theso perlods of his
life, he took enough time away
from tho table to becomo n very
suecesaful home-bullder and con-
struction consultant.

Spenking of building homes, he

did a lot of that for himaelf, too,
with his successful marriage to
his “dear Ruth” and two lovely
daughtors, Debra and Wondy, But
our lives have two sideo, and to-

day Sam haos a beautiful memary -

of hla departed loved ones, and he
s lving with daughter Wendy
and her family, which is a source
of much comfort and foy to him.

Sem's favorito compattiots at
the table are many, but the edge
must bo given to Gordon Harley,
Ray Jacobstoin and Al Gender,
who have shared more victorious
aloms with bim than anyone clse.
Todny's cxpose with Ray —
played at Farmington Rllls’ popu-
lar Bridge Connoction lust spring
— 18 a Greenstone gem.

Roy's dummy was not a picture
of tho pretty trick-taking sunaset,
but not even the demon of preci-
slon bldding could fault his in-
formative (take-out) double.

hero wero possibly two losors,
ond what could Sam do? He won
his spade ace; ace, king of trumps
and correctly played at (4) a small
heart away from dummy's aco, be-
lleving it was more likely the king
would be with East., If it was, hla
troubles were over,

It wasn't, as East played low In
tempo and Sam played his queen,
won by West's king. At trick (5)

respect

Went played bis club six, dum-
my's jack cavered by East’a queon
and declarer's king, The situation
waan't hopeless, but certainly at
tho cdgoe of purgatory. - 5.
At trick (6), hin small heart to'
dummy's nce, exposing the alngle
ton situatlon. Now dummyli
heart 10 covered by East'a jock
and ruffed. Next, a diamond to
dummy's nine and the heart elght
covered by Eoat’s nine and ruffed..
At trick {10), a dlamond to dum-
my’s 10, Then the established
heart sovon pitching his losing
club and the slam was home safé-,
iy with a hearty commendation
from partner Ray, but our cug-
mudgeon would have none of that.
As Ray later stated, Sam lno
always been chalrman of his ewn,
grievance committce and, belleve
me, he was aggrieved, *Dad-blast-.
ed,” he stated, “If I'd played my
heart ace firat I'd have made all,
13 tricks.” i
Woody Boyd's column “The.
Bridge Crowd runs every otlicr
week in The Eccentric Newspa-
pers. A Bloomficld Township regi-
dent, Boyd teaches local bridge
classes ond is a life master. To
leave o messoge for him, from o
touch-tone phone, call (313) 953.
2047, maitbox 1853. "

Walktoberfest needs walkers and sponsors

The third annual Walktober-
fost, a walk-a-thon held every year
by the Michigan Affiliate of tho
American Diabetes Association,
is oxpocted to attract more than
4,000 woltkers and ralse a pro-
fected $282,000 for medical re-

search almed at findlog a cure for
diabetes,

“The event will bo held Satur-
day-Sunday, Sept. 30 and Oct. 1,
ot soven locatlons across the
state, It will directly benefit tho
more than 600,000 people in

Michigan and the nearly 14 mll-
lion Americans natlonwide who
have dinbetes. |

In Southonstern M ichigan,

and Metro Beach Mctmpnrku.."l‘o‘
slgn up to walk in Walktoberfeat -

or to {ind out how to spongor a |

walker, call tho Amerlcan Din-
betes Association ot 1-800-264-
K.

Walktoberfest will be held at WAL

Lako Erie (new site), Kensington
Bl e — e w—
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