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" BY AILEEN WINGBLAD
STAFY WLITER

ustico was scrved at Farm-
ington Harrison High
Thursday — literally — as
tho school auditorium was trans-
formed into 47th District Court,
giving atudents a flrst-hand Jook
at tho legal syatem.
Hundreds of students ob-
sorved the court di

1 thought it might have been
moro like ‘L.A. Law, but ft isn't.
That's a telovision show, enter-
tainment. This hero is real peo-
ple”

Fellow atudent Joshua Burt,

alao a senior, noted that “there

aro so many kids who experi-
mont with a lot of (illegal)
things,” and it's o good idea to

conducted in four sessions
throughout tho day, as actual
casca wero heard and sentences
wero handed down to defendants
by Judge Marla E. Parker.

Now in ita third year, tho pro-

gram that brings court to Farm-  tho downside of doing some-
ington high schools is thingillegal,” Burt said.
coordinated by Don Cowan, exoc-

utivo director of instruction and  Exposed to the system
student services for F All defendnnta who had their

OXpOsC ts to what can
happen to thoso who face prose-
cution.

“We're seeing oll different oa-
pecta, and all tho social issucs
that go along with certain ac-
tions. And this also helps show

““Chis has boen dono with
schools in othor districts for
quito somo time, and we had dis-
cusaed the possibility of conduct-
jng it in our schools soveral
years ago,” Cowan said.

“] know Judgo (Brian)
MuacKenzio had brought it to the
Walled Lake Schoals, and I had
observed {(court) out at Novi
High School. I was very im-
pressed. So two years ngo wo

. ntarted a pilot program at North

< Farmington High, und last ycar

wo brought it to Harrison and
‘Farmington High.

“It's a very realistic, practical

i d and

cases prescated before tho stu-
denta had ngreed in advance to
do 80, Ono dofendant, Donald
Walker, 26, who appenred for o
preliminary exam on a breaking
and cntering charge and flecing
a polico officer, admitted ho was
nervous “with cverybody look-
ing” at him. But he snid the pro-
gram was a good way “to give
kids n chance to sce and learn

about right and wrong.
Walker’s attornoy, Ted
Friedman, who has participated
in similar programa at other
schools, edded that though nat
overy student will be influenced
hing the court, theroisa

' or
- 'hna received excollent reviews
~ifrom our teachers.”

~~Teen-agers can relate

' * Casea presented for sentenc-

** ing invalved, for tho most part,

sgituntions that teen-agers could

- possibly faco themerlves, said
busincss teacher Judy Brankel,

- -who helped organize the pro-

~gram for Harrison.

- Casos included marijuana

k Sosscsaion, operating under tho
Zinfluenco of liquor (QUIL), mi-
nor posscssion of alcohol, as-

sault and battery, b and

by
definite “uscful potential” for
those observing,

“By cxpasing kids to the sys-
tom, thero ia a leasen to be
learned. They find out what
happens if they get into trou-
ble.” Further, he praised Walk-
cr for being “gracious and
cooperative” in agrecing to come
beforo the students with his

case.

Another defendant, 19-year-
old Mark Clifton, a former
Farmington High School stu-
dent being sentenced for minor

ontering — most committed by
youthful defendants.

“Becauno of the nature of
these cases, the kida are able to
gee the reality, the conse-
quences of cortain behavior,”
said Brankel, “The only experi-
ence, tho only reference, a lot of
kida have to court is ‘L.A. Law.”
s|  Wel), this is no ‘L.A. Law.'” .,

) Andreanna Maddox, o scnior
at Harrigon High who apont
most of the day watching the
procecdings, agreed.

“I want to bo a lawyer, and
this way I got to sce how tho
caurts fictunlly work,” sho said.
“I'm surprised at how quickly
everything keeps moving along.

P of alcohal, q
whether the program was effee-
tive at all.

*I know a lot of kida thot
wero watching I didn't expect &
full audionce,” he said, “I waa
made an example of in front of
all the kida, It was liko ‘Don’t do
what this kid did, or clsc.’

“But a lot of this atufl goea in
ono car and out the ather for
theso (students),” Clifton said,
“[ know that's what it would bo
like for mo if I was eitting out
thero listening to all this.”

Still another Harrison stu-
dent, scnior Randy Forth, said
thore is o clear lesson to be

learmed by watching the court

proceedings.

BTATY PIOTOS BY SIARON LEMIEUX
Justice served: Mark Clifton, former FHS student, stands before Judge Parker with his attorney Todd Williams
(center) and prosccutor Steve

violation, but gave him three

Meads. Parker could have sentenced him to 90 days for an OUIL
days plus fines and a suspended license.

Court comes to school: 1
Farmington’s 47th Dis- . |
trict Court was moved
from the Courthouse to
the auditorium for e
day. The setting was
unusual but the cases
were real.

Local talk show to
drug abuse among

By ToM BAER
STAY? WIITER

Thoy’d better break out somo
extra folding chairs for tho Tues-
day, Oct. 10, edition of tho “Let's

. Talk” cable TV show honted by
! Ben Marks. They'vo aircady
hired a hall and ded th

turcs, shoriffs and polica chicfs
of nearby communities, and local
high school students.

Panclista will address thoir
concerna and views, and tho au-
dience will be agked for ques-
tions and comments.

Tho show has drawn a lot of

t in tho ity, aai

tho
timo slot.

Marke' talk show is being
turned into a town hall-typo
meeting that night, and o large

. crowd {8 expected.
Tho subject of the cablo show
* {g “Druge ond, the Effect Thoy
Are Having On Our Young Peo-
ple.” The show will bo filmed be-
fore a livo audienco from 7:30-8
p.m, Oct. 10 in tho auditorium of
Farmington High School, 32000
Shiawnssco. .

Tho ehow will appear on cablo
TV's Channel 12 ono weck later,
Oct. 17, beginning at 9 p.m.

Marka, formor Farmington
Hills councilman, will chair tho
pancl discussion. Tho 16 pan-
elints includo representativen
from atato and nationel legisla-

Ice arena to h

. The city of Farmington Hills,
through ita Dopartment of’ 8po-
a

Marks, who normally hosta
“Let’s Talk,”

“] would expect 200 or 8o in
the auditorium,” ho eaid. “The
echoola already have sent notices
about it home with tho kids.”

Marks, oxplaining how he

discuss
youth

Dwyer is ono of seven high-
ronking police officials expected
to take part. Others: Detroit
Chief Isainh McKinnon, South-
field Chicf Joseph Thomas, Ster-
ling Heights Chiof Thomas
Derocha, Qukland County Sher-
ff John Nichols, Wayno County
Sheriff Robert Ficano and Ma-
comb County Sheriff's Inspector
Rick Kolm.

Aleo expected are: Tony An-
tone, from Sen. Spencer Abra-
ham's office; Paul Welday,
roprosenting U.S. Rop. Joseph
Knollent State Sen. Willinm

LALLM  EEDY
The FLORIDA HOME SHOW offers an opportunity ¥
to Fully Explore the Benefits of Florida Living. |

Exhibitors include... k

camo up with the jdea for the
show on druga, added, “I was
roading the Obsorver gomeono
— I think it was (Farmington
Hills Polico Chief Bill) Dwyor —
was saying that wo arc losing
tho war on drugs. So I thaught

-this would bo a good way to got

jwmo dialogue going an this sub-
ect,

“When people begin to put on
tho prossuro about solving theso
probloms, sometimes thinga
start to happon just a little bit.”

Hockey Association, Thore is
also a room dnalgnnwgo for a full-

cial Sorvices, is sp
communitywide grand oponing
fortho now fco arcna.

Callod tho Farmington Hills
Toe Arana, it is on Eight Mile
Rond, one-quarter mile cast of
Halsted in the Foundevs Sports
Park,

This state-of-tho-nrt facility is
a two-surface arons that ine
cludos a snack bar, pro-shop,

. ' moeting rooms and sorves a the
hoadquarters for tho F 5
Hills Figure Skating Boosater
Club .and Farmington Hille

servico ro to
within the noxt year. .

Tho facility will bo opon from
10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Saturday
and 12:30 p.m, to 4 p.m, on Sun-
day for the publie tour, ekato
.and skating domonstration, Spe-
cinl' ovonts are schoduled
throughout the day. Everything
{s froe éxcept tho Rod Wing
Alumni game, Tickets for $3 aro
on salo ot tho arena with all pro-
coeda going to Red Wing chori-
tshu. Tho gamo {a at 6:30 p.m,

a .

ost grand opening

VanRegenmorter; and State Rep.
Michael Nyo.

Student panolists are: Melissa
Foremnn and Jancllo Horten,
both of Farmington High School;
Harrison High's Brendan Foy;
and North Farmington's
Stophanie Wylie.

U.8. Sen. Carl Levin will not
attend, Marks said. Instead, tho
senator will send a videotape to
be played during tho program.

Marks said tho program will
be offered to 61 local accesa cable

4] Single-FamiQ', vilias & Manufactured Housing by leading
Florida builders & developers.

® Golf...Retirement...& Family communities in prime locations.:

o DAYS ONLY! "
SAT. & SUMN. o Sept. 30 - Oct. 1
- 1AM to 5P .
Doubletree Guest Suites Hotel

.28100 Franklin Rd. ¢ Southfield, Michigan

At Intefsection of 1-636 and Rt. 10. Take Rt. 10 (Northwestern Hwy.)
to Beck Rd. (Just north of Telégraph Rd.)

FREE ADRMISSION
For More Info or if Unable to Attend: 800-237-8328

Aron ekatera who havo com-
poted at atato and national levels
will bo part of tho figuro skating
domonstration at 1 p.am, on Sat-
urday and again ot 4 p.m. Sun-
doy. Individual programs, pairs
dance teams and precision teams
will all sknto to various routines.

A complete schedule 15 avail- |
ablo by stopping by the arena or
tho Special Sorvicoa officos nt
31656 11 Mite Road at Orchard
Lako Road or by calling the are-
na at 478-8B00 or Spocial Sor-
vices at 473-0576. Schedules are
also available ot cither branch of
tha Farmington Public Librory,

) v




