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‘A Lady’s Deception’ is fresh, informative

A young woman who
maaquerades as a man
and then falls in love
with hor male compan-
fon is a familiar story-
line, espoclally to
those who have scen
Barbra Stroisand in
“Yentl” and Julle An-
drows in “Victor/Vie-
torla." But in the ca-
pable hands of West
Bloomfield author
Jeanno Savery, this plot makea a fresh
and informatlve reappearance.

“A Lady's Decoption” (Zebra Books,
1995, $5.50) is Savery's 10th publica-
tion sct among tho upper crust in carly
19th century England,

It's the summer of 1816, and Tayce
Adlington 1s determined to find a suit-
able husband for Damarin, her beauti-
ful y sister, "*A finished pleco of
perfection” como have called the young
ledy, certainly worth moro-than the at-
tentions of local farm boys and the two
boorish sons of a destitute baron,

Tayce's plan is to take Damaris to
Bath, the popular English summer re-
sort, frequented by high society in
search of merrymoking and marriege
partacrs. To protect her sister from

BOOK BREAK

would-bo scducers, Tayce will play the
part of Toblas, a fictitious half-brother
concelved, as thoy say, “‘on the wrong
sido of tho blanket.”

Twenty-five years old, independent
and resourceful, Tayco 18 certainly up to
the challengo. Hasn't she donned trou-
sers since childhood, when scaling clllfs
and riding horseback with her now-de-
ceased twin brother Terence? A tally
lanky figuro and newly bobbed halr will
murcly completo the image. Even Aunt
Fanny, the girls' sale guardian but
blind since her hushand’s fatal ncci-
dent, acknowledges the need for a malo
cacort.

Tayce and her charges have no sooner
sct up reaidence in Bath, when three el-
igible gentlemen make their appear-
ance. Longtime friend and secret edmir-
er Lord Seward woos the still young and
deairablo Aunt Fanny. Damaris 1s Im-
medintcly singled out by the wealthy
Ear! of Cahill. And Tayce? Well, Tayce
becomes racing rival and drinking bud-
dy to the dashing Marquess of Worth,
recently home from the Napoleenic
Wars.

As summer advancea, Tayce's dilem-
mn intensifiea. Guarding her innocant
and trusting sister from philanderers
and fortune hunters is far more compli-

cated than sho had Imagined. Equally
frustrating is losing her heart to a man
who doean't even know sho’s a woman.

Or does he? Worth wonders about
that little half-smile that keepa playing
on his young companion’s lips, And the
unusual way Tobias handles a horso ro-
minds the marquess of his former com-
rade-in-arms Tercnco Adington, who
fought and died so bravely at San Mar-
cial. Could the plucky, soR-spoken To-
bias, Worth ponders, be Terenco’s twin
slster in disguise? That poasibility —
scandalous though it may be to fashion-
ablo society — makes his heart beat
just a bit faster,

“A Lady’s Deccption” is Savery's sov-
enth Regency novel.

“I'll never got rich writing in this
genre,” the author says, “but I love it
and have shelves of reforenco books for
the Regency (period), from 1811 to 1820
to prove it.”

This cra is called Regency, Savery
anid, because the future Georgo IV was
deelared “regent” or acting sovercign
during hle fathee’s disability.

Following strict guidelines sct by Re-
gency founder Georgette Hoyer, cach
novel, though fictitious in character and
plot, is carcfully rescarched from old

Iotters, biographies and historical
recorda that range in content from the
Industrial Revolutlon to the nature of
London pubs. |

Romance novels are sometimed called
an escape, & naive attempt to hide from
the realitics of lifo, Maybe so. But love,
ronrriage and fidelity, though ephemer-
al to some, are still the warp and woof of
humen society, A novel that ccichrates
thoso valucs simply affirms what is and
must enduro. Jeanne Savery, a Ro-
mance Writers of America finallst and
Romantic Times Reviower's: Choico
Award i is an entortaining part
of that celebration.

Savery will appear at the Media Play
bookstores on the lollowing dates: 7:30
p.m. Friday, Sept. 29, in Utica; 1 p.m.
Snturday, Sept. 30, in Southficld; and
noon Sunday, Oct. 1, in Pontiac.

Esther Littmann, o Bloomfield Toun-
ship resident, iz a lecturer in English
and German ot Lawrence Technological
University in Southfield. As an only
child, Littmann grew up regarding
books as substitutes for siblings. You
can leave her o message from a touch-
tone phone at (313) 953-2047, mailbox
1853, Her fax number is (810) 644-1314.

Now you can shop for
windows and doors without

wandering around warehouses
or inviting strangers into your
living room. At Midwest Door
& Window, you can browse
through our quiet, comfortable

showroom until you find what's right

for your home. With no hassle.

Of course, you may find it hard to
choose from our extensive selection
of quality products. Take Weather

Shield Windows, for example.

EATHER SHIELD
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Whether you prefer wood or
A vinyl, they combine style,

performance and quality.

§ Midwest's friendly, experienced

remodeling professionals can
show you these and much more.
And put you in touch with

qualified instaflers, if you need one,

Midwest Door & Window is
conveniently located off |-86 in
Livonia {see map), and our
showroom is open for you from
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday-
Friday; 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. on
Saturday. See you soon!

See us in Booth 3015

at the Fall Remaodeling

Novi Expo Center,
. .Sept. 28~ Oct.1.
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