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BY MARGARET O'BRIEN
STAY? WRITZR

Keonneth Ray Tranchidn, the
41-year-old Southileld man who
polico arrested without incident
early Tucaday in a Detroit apart-
ment, 1s d to bo igned

trict Court in Southficld. An at.
tornoy [s expectod to bo appointed
ot his arraignment Thursday.
‘I'ranchida’s arrest ended a na-
tionwide manhunt that began
Thursday when police found Big-
or's d bod,

on murder chargea in 46th Dis-
trict Court today in the death of
Ookland Unlversity student Tina
Blggar.

The Onkland County prosecu-
tor's offico was presented with tha
warrant request by Southfield po-
_ lice late Wedneaday und could do-
clde oa early os today what
charges, if any, will bo authorlzed

ly In
the Southfteld housa that Tran-
chida’s aunt once llved in ncar
Nine Mile and Lahser.

Of tho hundreds of tips called
and sent into pollce, many of
them polnted to an apartment ot
678 Selden in Detroit,  ~

Dotroit police secured tho

Polico sald they were sceking o
murder warrant against Tranchi-

shortly after midnigh
and were Joined by Southfisld po-
lice who took Tranchida, who had

da, d n lent who
grow up In Southfield and lived

thero, on and off, for soveral years.

Tranchida is being held In
Southfield's city joll, where he
hos been slnce carly Tucaday
morning, on e probation violation
and was unavailable for comment.

As of Wednesday, Tranchida
had no lega! counael, according to
& spokesperson for tho 46th Dis-

By LARRY PALADINO
STAYY WRITER

Tranchida.

1t haa been a familiar and re-
apected name in Southficld for a
seversl decodes, thanks to the
hard work of Joscph Tranchida, n
tong-time custodian in tho public
schools whoso selflesancss earncd
him two community service
awards.

Now, though, the. public is
hearing about Ken Tranchida, his

pp: ly tried to kili himself,
into custody.

Detrolt police sald when thoy
went into the they

Tina Biggar

of the cuts. Ho wns

found Trenchida standing in the
bathroom bleeding into the sink
from cuts in both his wrists that
he apparently inflicted with pmall
blades anapped out of a dispos-
oble ahaver.’

Southfield police took Tranchl-
da to Detroit Receiving Hospital

surprised it happened and um
sorry far the parenta of that gitl,”
sald Jodeph Tranchida, whoso
first wife, Phyllls — Ken's mother
— died 23 years ago,

“1 nover thought in my lifo that
something like thia would hap-
pen,” he said. “I don't want to
think he did it, but it’s a posaibil-
ity. I don’t know.”

Shirley Tranchida, ‘the sus-
pect's stopmother, said sho and
her husband are ling to un-

41-year-old son, srrested in the
slaying of Oakland University
student Tina Biggar.

Suddenly, Joe Tranchida and
hia wifo, Shirley, find themeelves
facing an nrray of emotions, be-
ginning with empathy for tho vie-
tim and her parents, who they
snld they'd like to contact to
aomehow expreas their con-
dolences.

At the samo time, though, there
is some denlal that Ken could
have been invelved.

“Every time I think about it, 1
just cry,” Joseph Tranchida sald
Tuesdoy, by phone from his
homo, shortly after he and Shir-
ley, his wile of seven years, hu(}

derstand how such a tragedy
would have occurred,

“Wo never know our children, 1
guess, Something liko this alwaya
puts a little feeling of guilt inslde
you,"” she said. “You tall yourself,
‘What did I do? What did I do
thot would make him do some-
thing liko that?' "

Sho said Ken, “waa a traubled
kid, but it never acemed likely he
could do snything so violont, At
first, wo both thaught he couldn't
have donoe {t. But then, when they
found tho body at a place nobody
elso could have known about, well

far
relensed that night and taken to
Southfield police headquarters
where investigators questioned
him for moro than six hours.
Southficld police Chlef Joseph
Thomas safd Tranchide was very
cooperatlve  with investigotors,
but stopped short of characteriz-

“I'm’ anxious to find out how
she died. T want to think that
maybe he just fost his temper and
hit her and she fell and hit her
head. I can't see him brutally kill-
ing her.”

Joseph Tranchida anld Ken was
19 when his mother dicd, leaving
Joscph with tho task of raising
the children alone, although the
youngest already was about 11.
The other five — Lindn,. Susy,
David, Danny and Joey - turned
out fine, Shirloy Tranchida sald,
and all are married now with fam-
ilics. Ken was the only one who
strayed.

“Ho's been in and out of prison
for quite a while,” hia father said.
“Hardly anybody can talk to him.
He'll say ‘yeah’ to something, but
will do whatever he wants any-
way. He was like that from the
time he waa real young.”

Shirley sald Ken was married
once, but had no children.

“He seems to fantasize a lot,”
she said. “Ho comes up with a lat
of starics. He jumps from one
_thing to the next. Since I've

Fedhi

Kennoth Tranchida

Ing Tranchlda’s conversations as
o confession.

“I can’t may that's accurate. I
can say he has been interviewed
and wo aro seeking o murder war-
rant,” Thomas said, adding that
detectives oro still trying to deter-
mine exactly what happened.

“It's far from over,” Thomas

sald Tuesday. *“Wo're atill putting
this case togethor.” .

T nomas would not discuss the
substance of tho department’s in-
terviews with Tranchida, but satd
lie expocta Southfield will retain
jurisdiction over the ctime —
meaning that Biggar, 23, was
probably killed fn the city.

He added that the department
wantzd to be sure they had a full
necounting of what happened be-
fore thoy went to tho prosccutor
becouse thoy want to maximizo
tho charges.

Investigators and Oakland
County Medical Exnminer Kanu
Virani have not beon able to pin-
point the causo of death becsuse
of tho severo decompasition of tho
body. Aftor sitting in the ficld for
nearly four weeks, most of the'soft
tlss‘un — which would show any

hht

Arraignment expected' today in student death

“This Is a very, very tragic
event — the death of a young per-
son. We wlll charge Mr. Tranchi-
da with ovorything wo -can,”
Thomaa said. . .

Farmington Hills polico origi-
nally questioned Tranchida Aug.
20 at which time ho turned over
Biggar's car keys und led them to
her car. Thoy did not have enough
evidance to hold him at the time. -

Earlier reports placed Tranchi-
da and Biggar together at a garage
where her gray Honda was belng
repaired and &4t a loca) car dealer-
ship where they wero contemplat-
ing buying a new car,

Palice believe Biggar, a pay-
chology student who attended
Qakiond Unlversity for three
years, may have first como Into
contact with Tranchida through

of or

Iser un; h on proatl-

tion — was missing.

Kanu said they were able to
rule out blawa to tho head or atab
wounds to the chest, which Jeaves
stab wounds to the abdomen or
strangulation among the poskible
causes of death.

‘1 never thought In my lifo that something llke
thls would happen. | don't want to think he did
it, but It's a possibility. | don't know.’

Joseph Tranchida
suspect’s father

known him he's been in and out
of prison, more in than out. Ho
just scemed to be a rebellious per-
son who didn’t liko to work, May-
be ho didn't have an casy lifo.
When their mother died, Joe had
to work and try'to take care of the
kids, . too. Maybe Kenny didn’t
have a lot and wanted more
things than he had."

Joseph Tranchids, retired from
Southfield Public. Schools for
about 12 ycars, received the First
Citizen of Southficld award in Oc-
tober of 1976 for his contributions
to the community. It waa apon-
sored by the Chomber of Com-
meree and the Southfield Eccen-
tric.

Another time, he received o pla-

que honoring him as the Chamber
of Commerce's Citizen of tha
Year, “for civic and humanitarian
efforts on behalf of his family and
the community at large.”

The letter of nomination for the
Firat Citizen award read, in port:
“He is a big person in our cam-
‘munity because he cares, end his
care 18 moro than thought and
talk — it is translated into ac-™
tion.”

He had been a widower for
three years, yet he took into his
homo five children left parentless’
after the death of his daughter-in-
Iaw's father, Not only did Joseph
Tranchida pay for the man's fu-
neral and care for the children, he
also went to court to find families

tution and AIDS.

Funeral services far Biggar were
held Wednesday moming in
‘Traverse City, her hometown.
Several students and university
representatives made the trip for
tho services.

Suspect’s family has shared triumph, tragedy

for all of them.

How was ho ablo to feed five
foster children, along with hia
own, during that time?

“1 juat put one big pot of spa-
ghetti on the stove and that was
it," ho said Tucsday,

Among Tranchida’s other, val-
unteer work in tho mid-"70s, he
was active in the Southfield Civil
Defense Auxiliary Deputy Polico
Corps. He worked on mock disas-
ters staged annually by Provi-
dence Hospital emergency ' per-
sonnel and directed traffic at pub.
lic events in tho city, Ho did other
community work as well.

Shirloy Tranchida safd they
continue to go to Masa each day,
if they can, despitec what's hap-
pened. And, “most of the people
in our parish have been very sup-
partive,” . )

Desplte tho publicity, “We have -
to get out there, regardless of
what happens,” Joseph Tranchi-
da said. “I say the gods are with
us, There's ot much clae we can
do. We have ta go out and face the
world.”

returned from  the hiiel
church whero thoy attend Muse
on a daily basis.

1 fecl protty bad about it. I'm

77 money's worlh)
from your homé computer J

WA & €4 13100 O

reverd
Loast b2 11 paars ov widen 3171 1 11 mbaate

Bdns any fur (including stoles)

and we guarantee o mininum

« trade-in llowance of $1,000,
on any new mink cost,

YOUR OLD FUR

An opportunity to recelve
twice the trade-in allowance
on a new Dittrich Fur
Do Fos 403 Yoass |
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DETROIT: (313) 8738300
7373 THird Ave.
. DLOOMFIELD HILLS; (810} 642-3000
. 1513 N, Woodward Ave,
MON-BAT 10:00 - £:00 p.mu
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YOUR DOWN PAYMENT

PET FOOD

¢ Real chicken or turkey as the main ingredient
s Naturally preserved with Vitamin E
» Freshness dated for your satisfaction
» Unsurpassed nutrition resulting in a
glossy coat, bright eyes and less waste

AVAILABLE AT PARTICIPATING LOC‘AL
PET SPECIALTY RETAILERS

Brand Pet Food |

On an 8 1b, bag of
Dog Food
ora 4 Ib. bag of
Cat Food

NAME

PRO PLAN 2\

SAVE

Onan181b, 201b.
bag of Dog Food
or a 10 1b. bag of

Cat Food

PRO PLAN
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Cat Food

Ona 361b.,401b.
bag of Dog Food
or a 20 lb. bag of
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* RATAILER: Bubenlt this 00upon to your Pro Plan distributor or
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copled o coupon
RETAILER) Bubmil thl'n coupon to your Pro Plan distibutor o
or . . .

DISTRIBUTOR: Contact your Pro-Yislons sades

*Limlt one coupon/bag per customar
Esxiplration Dato: 10/8/05 .

*Limit one couponbag por customar

Expiration Date: 10/8/95
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