Fall AT HOME Jinprovemen?

.

WEATHER WATCH

Prepare house for coo

John Qodfray
Copley News Senvice

When T.S. Eliot wrote, “Aprll is the
cruelest month,” chances ore he wasn't
thinking ebout home maintenance. The
human condition, yes. Weatherstripping
and Insulotion, no.

So whilo sprng may indecd bilng sor-
row to your soul, it Is winter that brlngs

home mal concerns to
your doorstep. Windows, gutters, rools,
H 13, plumblng ond ion sys
tems oll require ¢loso inspection before the
winter months ardve. Toke the time to win
totize your homo now; otherwiso, you
might be singing some sad songs of your
own.

Monay is typically a good motlvator,
so let your bank account be your musa
when It comes to fixing up your home for -
the long wintes months.

Winter brings cotder weather; colder
weather sends most people to the thermo-
stet. Troubie Is, the more you use your fur
nace, the mora you'ra golng to pay in heat-
Ing bills. The eosiest and cheopest way 10
maxIimiza the heat you purchase Is to make
sure the heat doesn't sneak out windows,
doors ond poorly insulated areos.

START SMALL AND CHEAP
Weotharstripping  ond/or  cautking
doors and windows should be your first
weatherproofing tosk each fall. An incred)-
ble amount of heat escapes through cracks

around these openings, 8nd both caulk and
weatherstripping ore  simplo, effectivo
money-savers. Exterlor shrink film 1s oiso
worth looking Into, as it crootes o cloar
bartler batween your window and tho elo-
ments,

In coldweather orens, storm windows
aro virtuatly a must, 1f you atready hove o
sot of starm windows and don't mind tood-
Ing thom back and forth to tho gorage
overy year, keep ot It. If your storm win
dows ore on the thelr way out, consider
buylng combination two- or thrce-pano
storm windows with stiding screens. These
windows double {or triple) your Insulation
yeor-round, and when tho worm weother
returns you con leave tho windows In
ptace, slido the screen across and save
your back. .

The heat thot doesn't escape through
erocks In doors and windows might be
sneaking out through your walls. Proper
insufatlon wll) save money through the win-
ter, but oside from cursory inspections of
tho ottlc, most people don't know oxaclly
how much insulation thoy hovo in their
walls,

“The Family Handyman Helpful Hints®
{Reader's Digest} has come up with two
oasy woys to check.

Flest, try removing switch plates and
outlet coverlngs ond look for Insutation
around the electeical box. I that doesn’t
work, locate s lov-visibllity spot in your
home — o closet on an exterior wall, per-
haps — cut a small hole (nto the wall and
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Restoration & Preservation
Biling out the natural beauty, color &
sheen for a lustrous finlsh « with the-
. professionals at MARGLELIFE,
-

Expents also fn Cotian countertops and -
ceramic tile. Rely on the experts
at MARBLELIFE to keep your new and
oldes marble looking cxquisliely pristine.

MARBLELSFE tses modern care
. technologles 1o restore, preserve and
seal purble, terrazzo and other
dimensional stone.
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& Garage Replacement Windows
17700 ALLEN ROAD ¢ MELVINDALE
.- (betwocn Dakwiod & Groenteld)
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Provide Security and Beauty with
== Glass Block Windows!
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sea what you find.

Even If you succeed keoping most of
1ho heat [nside your home, & shoddy ventl-
fation systom could keep tha heat from
belng efficlently distributed oround your
domiclto, If you haven‘t given your heat-
Ing/ventilation system much thought In
recent years, |der hirfing D P (onal

. sarvico to analyzo your systemt. 1f your sys-

I-weather season

trap molst alr In the ottic and causa rotting
ol the roof,

Algo, check gutters ond leaders to
avold water damage to your homo, Blocked
gutters should be claaned Immadiately o
as to prevent water domago to tho siding,
Rusty or leaky gutters need to bo reploced
beforo winter comes.:

Yo obtaln 8 copy of HouseMaster’s Fall

tem Is Inetficlent and needs replocing, go
with o natural gas system — gas |3 DppeOX-
Imatoly three and a half times choopor
than olectricity.

UP ON THE ROOF
The life expectoncy of a roof con range
from less than 20 years to well over 100

yeors, dependlng on climato and quality of -

p £o0 crop up
long before It's timo to toy your rocf to
rest, hoviever,

HouseMaster of Amarico produces o
fall maint kilst thot Includ
steaightfoeward advice on makling sure Lhat
the roof above your heod stays there and
docs its job.

Flrst, check around the chimney, look:
Ing primarity for faulty foshings. Floshings
are the metal shitelds around chimney ond
other roaf openings, and nro the most com-
mon cause of roof leaks.

Second, don’t think you should seal
attlc louvers and vents. Many do-ityour-
solfers overcompensate when It comes to
sealing openings; sesling theso vents will
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Thursday, September 28 * 7 pm
»

‘Wood Floor (linic

Thursday, October 19 ¢ 7 pm-

Join us for these free informational seminars.

Call or stop in to

L Since 1910

' Window Clinic

Clinics held at the Elks Lodge of Rochester

Mai o booklet, sond o sell
addressed, stomped cnvelopoe to Houso-
Master, Fal) Malntenance Booklet, 421 WY,
Unlon Avo., Bound Brook, NJ 08805,
TINKER WITH THE INTERIOR

As winter encroaches, you'll probably
be spending more time indoors than ususl,
It you've spent time moking your homo win-
ter-officlent, you might as well spend o few
moments to make it people-friendly, too.

Alan Booh tnterfor deslgl and
stylist for Coming Homo, thinks people
should *try the unexpected® whon it
comes to livening up the living oreca.
Bochmor rocommonds such tactics as
palating one wall in a certaln room with a
bright color; changlng standard light buibs

to reflectors In order to creoto a dromatic

effect: hanging o quilt on the walt behind
the bed In piaco of a headboard; and buy-
ing potted plants such as orchids of
hyacinths. -

“Celebratae your homot” he exclaims,
Particularly If you've taken the time and
spent tho moncy to make sure It witt still
be stonding when the weather warms and
the blossoms ro-emerge.

ke your reservation.

600 E, University
(3 blocks E. of Main)

» Hours
Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 5:30 pm
Sat 7:30 am - 2:00 pm

607 Woodward

Rochester

(_DILLMAN & UPTON ) (s10) e51-9411

SOUTHFELD
cownaven (910) 28277899
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