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Neighborhood Watch helps
police stop, catch criminals

Y BILL COUTANT
AF¥ WRITER
- They make the job casicr for
lice — and harder for criminals
— bind they are your neighbars.
) ‘Neighborhood Watch, a nation-
plly recognized group that main.
taina a vigil to protect people and
property from crime, makes a big
differerce ot the local level. A
cilse where two bike thicves were
Paught in the act is a recent exam-
ple of Neighbarhood Watch, in ac-
tion.

“They are truly the eyes and
cars of the community,” anid
Farmingtan Hills Crime Preven-
tion Technician Chris Cogar.
“They go through a training pro-
gram to help them report crimes
and recognize suspicious situn-
tions."

On Sept. 12, the actions of sev-
cral neighbors in the Kimberly
subdivision on the west side of
Middicbelt north of 11 Mile
helped police catch two would-be
bike thieves and recover the
bikes.

At about 5 p.m. neighbors saw

two teens running south fram
Barwell, with a bike. A woman
who had scen the incident got
into her car, drove after the two,
and yelled at them to give up the
hike. They left it behind and ran
away.

A short time later, tho two em-
erged from a gorage on
Westmeath with two new hikes.

“He was a new neighbor who
had moved in from Connecticut,”
said Ann Nuirym:k‘ who saw the
two boys, 15 and'id, toke the
bikes out of the garage from her
Springbroak home living room. 1
had seen thene kids walking into
the subdivision, nni? I thought
they might belong to a family on
Creckside.”

But when the two returned to
her new neighbor's house, Neir-
ynck, said sho beeame suspicious.

“They were looking around in a
strange way,” she said.

Neirynck is married to a retired
Detroit police officer and has a
son who is a retired Detroit police
officer and another ron who is a
police afficer in Franklin,

“The neighbor camo home and
1 told him,” she said. “He said
he'd just boupht ono of the bikes
for hls daughter and asked if 1
thought there was any uso [n call-
ing tho police. I s0id he should.”

And the call paid off as Hills
police Officer Mike Fiuhart was
able to apprehend one of the teens
a short time later on Nine Milo
and Tredwell, After the other teen
cscaped briefly, he was also cap-
tured, Both boys were released to
their parents’ custody, and tho
hikes were returned.

“It wos amazing,” said Fluhart,
a former Hills Pelice Officer of
the Year. "1 got the description
and found them. They bath start-
ed running and 1 was able to
caotch one of them. (Officer) Craig
Hurt caught the other one.”

“Usually, wo dan’t get e call so
quickly and unfortunately, it's too
late,” Fluhart said.

And with n growing population
coupled with a police department
that hnsn't kept pace in terms of
the numbcers of officers, the pub.
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POLICE /FIRE CALLS

Listed below are some of the

f area police 8
fire calls and court cases report-
ed dunng the past week.

E FIRE DEPARTMENT RUNG
Farmington Hills firefighters re-
spanded to 86 calln for the week of
Sept. 18-24 including 45 (62 per-
cent) emergency medical runs, 11
rescues, three fires, threo apills,
and four electrical equipment
problems,

H FIRES
Farmi Hills

£oh

forced vontliation to remove the
smako. Damago to tho houso was

*$4,000. Damago to cantente was

$100.

B VANDALISM

A book bag was thrown at the
windshield of a gray 1990 Pontlac
Bonneville parked at North
Farmington High School on 13
Mllo in Farmington Hills Sept. 18
causing $300 in damege.

A blue Ford Escort was dam-
aged ($500) when another car
pulled out of the lot at Jean's
Hard on 12 Mile In Farming-

from Station 1 putoutafireina
1989 Ford F-700 truck at 7:26 p.m.
Sept. 19 on Heggerty Road be-
tween Nine and 10 Milo roads in
Farmington Hilla. The driver tald
firefighters that the truck, owned
by Leve's Landscaping in Novi,
backfired and atatled white pull-
ing a trailer with & Bobeat and
womo brush. Damage was cstimat-
ed at $5,000.

Formington Hills firefighters
from Station 2 respunded to
grease smoking in a kitchen of o
house on 13 Mile in Farmington
Hilis ot 2:34 p.m Sept. 22. Tho
fire caused light smoko after
grease was left burning on a stove.

lic’s help in hil is
important, Cogar said.

turned off tho stove
and circuit breakers and used

ton Hilla, scraplng another car
Sept. 22

E ASSAULTY
A Farmington Hills girl, 16, told
Hills police that snother girl, 16,
btocked her from driving her car
out of the parking lat at North
Farmington High School on 13
Milo in Farmington Hills Sept.
19, The second girl then argued
with the firat, and closed her car
door on her face, causing injury.
Farmington Hills police arrest-
ed a Farmington mon, 43, for as-
sault after the man allegedly put
a knifo to the throst of o Weat-
1and man, 27, at the Peny Express
Saloon on Eight Mile in Farming-
ton Hills at 1:30 a.m. Sept. 23.

B AUTO THEFT

Farmington Hills police arrested
twa Detroit boys, 10 and 14, after -
security guards at Botaford Gon-
cral Hospital an Grand River in
Farmington Hills had caught
thom trying to break into a tan
1994 Chryaler Lebarron at 11:30 .
a.m. Scpt. 22. The two had used
screw drivers, pliers and had o
Chrysler koy in a failed attempt to
steal the car, that caused $100 in
dnmago. .

A $20,000 red 1995 Buick Losa-
bro was atolen from the Clarion
Hotel on 12 Mile in Farmington
Hilts Sept. 22, .

A green 1993 Jeep Cherokee
was stolen from the lot of Electro-
Matic Products on Induatrial
Park in Farmington Hilla Sept.
24-25.

A maroon 1994 Chevy Cavalier
{810,000} was stolen from o resi-
dence on Crest Forest in Farming-
ton Hilla Scpt. 24,

B pDRUGS

Farmington Hills polico arrested

a Sterling Heights man, 20, for 2
lon of 4 grams of marijun- -

na on Glenmoor Heights in Farm-’

ington Hills at 4 p.m. Sept. 22.

The man had been driving o gray"'

1986 Ford Fairmont.

Farmington Hills police arrest-
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ed an Oak Park man, 17, for pos-
sesaion of 10.6 grams of marijua-
na, drug paraphermalia and for
driving while impaired under 21.
Tho man had a btood alcohol
levet of .05 percent. A level of .01
percent Is consldered too drunk to
drive for anyone under 21.

%’ B ANIMAL CRUELTY

A Farmington Hilla man, 38, told
Hills police that a neighbor of his
an Colgate in Farmington Hills
has been bothering the man's
Neapolitan mastiff puppies,
which he raises. The neighbor
fired lightning bottle rockets at
the dogs Sept. 19-22, causing a
burn on ane of the puppics.
B BREAK-INS N
‘The door to Process Technologies,
and Controls on Researchin - .,
Farmington Hills was forced open
causing $250 in damageanda |,
$500 25-inch color TV waa atolen,
Sept. 22.23. -
A television, liquor and $60 in
cash wero stolen from Ritter En-
~gineering on Research in Farm-
ngton Hills after two doors were
«ried open and other items were
damaged {$1,000 total) Sept. 22-
23,

The passenger door was forced

open on a tan 1995 Jeep parked
on Independence in Farmington
Hills Scpt. 23 and a $300 car
phone was stolen.

The passenger door lock was
punched ($300) on a red 1994
Chryaler New Yorker parked ot
the Gateway Apartments on Gate-

" way n Farmington Hills Sept. 24-
25 and a $700 Infinity AM/FM
CD stereo was stolen.

B EMBEZZLEMENT

Between Scpt. 8-23 $325 was
stolen from the Arbor Drugs store

* on Orchard Lake In Farmington
Hills. Hills polico arrested a De- .
trolt weman, 28, for the erime.

@ DEATH THREAT

A Farmington Hills woman, 19,
tald Hilla police that her father
telephoned her from out of atato
at her and her mother’s resldence
in Sectlon 36 on Sept. 23 and
threatened to kill both of them.

B SPOUSE AEYSE

Farmington Hills police arveated
e Walled Lako man, 32, for grab-
bing his girlfriond, 27 of Water-
ford, by the throat and hitting her
n the face repeatedly at the Holi-
day Inn on 10 Mile in Farmington
Hills Sept. 23.

% DRUNKEN DRIVING
Farmington Hills polico arrested
a Hilla man, 49, for drivinga
white 1985 VW Rabbit west on
Eight Mile neur Giil while drunk.
‘Tho car wos weaving when affi-
cers pulled it over at 1:40 am.

" Sept. 24. Tho man had a bleod al-
cohol lavel of .14 percent. A lovel -
of .1 percant Is constdored too
drunk to driva in Michigan.

" Farmington police arrested a
32.year-old Southfleld man Scpt.
24 after the ear ho was driving hit
a road sign near Nino Mile and
Orchard Laka roads, The man * .
.had 2 blood aleohol level of .19
’ porcent, . .

.-

TREFY. . .
Ten leather and blue jean coats ™ .-
worth $2,000 wors stolen from an!
apartment at the Polo Club
X Qpaﬂ.mmta on Floral View in

Hasste Froal

WATERFORD MADISON HEIGHTS |.- LIVONIA
277 Summit Or. .- John ARY. Phymouth Road
{in Summit Crossings) (south of 14 mie RA} {wost of Middtetelr)
7335020 5890123 522-2150
CLINTON TOWNSHIP UTICA DEARBORN
+ Gratiol Averve and Dukn - MEHR Road) 1nd M52 Comer of Ford . and Gouthfreld
{14172 Mila Roxd) 791-8400 254960 ot Merth ol Fartane Toun Dty XI4-6828

Hills aince July 8.
Tha wheelu and tires ($800) .
wore tolen from a blue 1985 Ford
Mustang conyortible parked at
Lukcky's Collisfon on Industrial - |
E;rk in Parmington Hills Sept,

Wire whoe] hubcaps ($500) and
& hood omament ($50) wero .
- stolen fram o'1988 gray Cadillac
. Daville patked at the Mulrwood
Apartinents on Creacont Court in
Fﬂmlnmﬂllll Sept. 2824,



