R a0 .~ « PRI AT STEETEFEYE
Y o N .

oo 25, 19097

............. ball AT HOME Hnprovement

ty Jenice Tigarramor
\f you're romodaling or updating va old kitchen, or
designing one In a naw fiome, keep two things Is mind: rely
on Imagination and don't stick to rigld design rules.

of ufl rooms tn the house, cnly tho bathroom gots
more use thon a kitchen, but the kitchen stlil gets a
tougher workout then ony bath, design experts say. From
Jate night visits ta the frldgo to the preparation of g v

" Kitchen designs focus on fun

ownes Danlel DeGlulio. The “rubbed through™ Y
doors come In ¢olors Hike hunter green and 3.
wing betry — two indemand tones. The now
door |s especiolly caompatiblo with naturol
stone or marble countertops, which have red
and geeentone occents, DeGiullo sald. )
Though natural products are popular,

meals, the kitchen is ono room that begs streamiining and
cificlency.

KS), o Brighton-based kitchen and bath center
with branches In Blrminghiem, Livonia, Ann Arbor, Mount
Clemons, Southgate ond Waterford, usos computer-alded-
design to show kitchen layouts to potentlol

most ters stlll opt for faminated tops,
according to Sleon, Lominates ore now sold K
In 600-700 colors ond can be combined with
o sleek Corion edge, o trim plece, for 8 mere
customer look, Sloan sald.

Moro h ners are ipgl

Unllke o traditional, flat floor plan, a 3D, color drowing Is
ohen oll it takes to co o hesitant cust to begin

thc!r Klitch with commctcial'gmgo Bppl‘l'-
ances not because they're cooking more fre-

semodeling, said Todd Sioan, manager of tho Blrmingham
store at 1839 S, Woodward.

*Jf o custemor's trying to declde between two
fioor plons, the 3-D drawing really helps (iustrate each
plan’s etficiency.” Sloan sold,

quently, but b they like tha heavy look
of prolesslonal equipment.
“People are just tired of very con-

ook

porary,
DeGlulio sald.

Amateur chets and weokend o
Regordless of the kitchen's size, there’s olways 0 [ ts cspeclally like lal ovens
woy to make the arca moro ibte, more funcilonal  and multlp range tops becausa they'ro
pnd easler on the eyes.

Now products used In teday’s kitchens range from
granlte and stone countertops to primitive-stylo cabinct
doors with clean lines.

KS| reeently Introduced Merlliot’s naw Shaker
door. which covers the entire cobinat opening. The ook Is
slecker than o Colonlal-syle door, but stlit traditional, Sloan
sald. KSI likes Installing the Shaker cobinets &t stagper-
ing heights, leaving space above the cabinets for shelves.
The Shaker door doesn’t include fancy trim or moldings,
Sloan sald, but homeowners can embelllsh the look by
accessorizing thalr new kitchen shelves.

DeGiutlo Kitchon & Bath, 724 N, Woodword, Birm-
Ingham, recently introduced
palnted cabinet doors with a ~rubbed through” or washed
out finish that has an Old World Took, sald the store’s co-
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functional and very relinble, he added.

Tho popularity of all-white kitchens — tho color of
cholco for the 1ast two years — is wanlng, according to
Dave DeRemer, architeet for Tho Great Amerlcan Kitchen
& Both, 3065 Orchard Loke Rood, Keego Harbor.

“Seventy percent of everything we sold (ost year
was white,” DeRemer sold. “Now, off-white, crcam and
tight woods are reptocing whito cabinets.”

Most appliances sotd ot Tho Great Ametlcan
Kitchen & Bath, and its sister stora Living Spaces, 2678
Orchard Lake Road, Sylvan Lake, are black or white. But
remodelers ore adding pizazz with brighty<otored cabinets
in dark blue, red or huntes green, according to DeRemer,
who llkes using palnted Ilnots wilh stainl steel
cooktops end wood accessorices.

For floosing, home-
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owners prefer ceramic to wood, but pro-inished, hardwood

Anilng

floors are ing more lar for home
Anyono who cooks on o regutar basls Knows o
Kitchen needs ta be wall-designed to be functiona. The
kitehen's beslc dosign generally includes a pio-shoped
work area for cutting, cleaning ond cooking. Other ideas
to facklitate o userfrendly kitchen include:
« Appliances with sensors and touch conteot

pods,

« A dishwasher that can be opencd from the left
or right-hand slde.

« A bulit-In Jar opener for etderly hands.

» Child-safety Itches on cablnets.

« Pro-set temperatura conteols on faucets.

« A multhlovol tsland or penlnsula to accomodate
all tamily members.
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