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Basic tools are a low-tech treat

John Godfrey
Coploy Hows Service
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lon and virtuol interac.
tlon, thera Is something refresh-
Ingly real about a ploln old hend
tool. A claw hammer naver
needs batterles. Thero 15 no
such thing as a turbo screwdriv.
er or o fuelnjected wronch, A
ripsaw nover gots a virus or falla
to boot up, and i it "crashes”
It's  probebly bocauss you
dropped It.

Tools are great becausa
unllke most of tho complex
mochines running our lives, thoy
asa simple and understandable
ond dumber then you and me. |
look at my toolbox and feel
good obout myself; | feel superl-
or,

That sald, there nte so many tools
avallablo today that It's hard to figure out
oxoctly which ones are essential and
which aro strictly superfluous. The "do-it-
yourse!f® crazo Is In full swing, and the
mom-and-pop hardware shops hove been
supplented by alrport hangar superstores
that hawk S0 types of powor drilis and
200 different hammers.

Hand tools moy bo as dumb as
stumps, but put them atl together in o blg
room 'and they can be very Intimidating.
Tho trick Is to ovoluste your needs and
only purchase the equipment you plan to
usa.

In tho split of belng smart about
tools, chaeck out “Chic Simple: Tools™
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impressive 2-year warmanty.

{Knopf}. a pocket-slze hordcover that Is
handsome enough to displey on o coffoa
toblo but practical enough to storo on o
workbench,

This cerebral volume is ono In a eerlos
of prlmers “for living well but senalbly,”

headed by SoHo deslgners Jeff Stono
and Johnson Gross.

The =Chic Simplo® manlfosto states
that the book serles is “for those who
bellove that quality of tHfe comos not in
accumulating things, but in paring down to
essentinls.”

in “Chlc Simplo: Tools,” outhor Robert
Lovo juxtoposos clearheaded advice on
tool usage and awnershlp with Insightful
hordware  aghoilsms  from  Winston
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