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Bost frends: Whoopi Goldberg and Elizabeth Perkins read their tarot cards in "Maunlnght and anentma.

Mushy ‘Moonlight’ fails to please -

Illu.- 'Muonhghl
and  Valentino"”
without caming
off insenuitive. It
ia, aftee all, the
story of & wom-

an's yearlong
healing procrsa
ofter losing her
husband in an
autoaccident.

SshAdininiy Fact is that
this mopey melodrama, which
is the worat kind of
t promises a paig-
nant and realistic cxplornnon of
relationships, but it's really just o
helf-buked New Age story rife
with stereotypes that you'd think
most women would be tired of,

If “Moonlight and Valentino”
really was about the perils of self-
lbwrpuan. it wouid be great. But
in the old Hollywood tradition, it
wants us to love each of its cen-
tral women, from Kathleen
Tumet's controlling stepmother
to Whoopi Goldberg's free-spirit-
cd (surprised?) best friend.

nght from the opening crtdll!

light” sends ita

leagues offer well ing but

light and V ino™ is the

painful condolences: “They teil
me about him, like he's this fabu-
lous stranger that Il never
meet.”

Good lines tike this are few and
far between, “Moonlight and
Valentino” trics to be sophisticat-
cd, with references to Sylvia Plath
and Georgia O'Keefe, but then the
women start drooling over them-
aelves when a studly house paint-
"f begina to creep ints Rebecca’s
life.

He, by the way, is played by
rock god Jon Bon Jovi. He's gut a
shoggy mane and (os the women
spend an entire evening talking
about) a nice butt packed Into
paint-spackled jeans. His stabs at
scnsitivity remind me of hard
rock bands that play balinda to
prove that they aren’t just head-
bangees.

Originnlly written as & play,

work of Ellen Simon, daughter of
playwright Neil Simon. She in-
herited her father's pcnchnnt for

age to little effect, despernte to
convince us that this material be-
lungs here and not on tho tube, -
T hu talented cast deserves bet.

cr, including relatlve

making lifo scem like
though while his wark is always
timed like sitcoms, hers reminds
me of @ Movie of the Week.

Simon couldn't let Rebecea and
her husband bo just an ordinary
couple. Ho was an astrophysicint.
She §s a published poet nnd New

Gwynctl\ Paltrow as the neurotic
little sister who refuses to open
up to her controlling stepmother.
Whoopi Goldberg Is less obnoxi.
oun than usual as the best friend,
a potter with marrioge problems’
of herown,

HumAhnndcd m':l?d”f“" like
. al-

York City college pic fe
though she doesn't convince ua
that ahe's very good at either,
‘They live in a wood-framed hame
by the water that most people
<iream about.

Visually, “Moonlight and
Valentino” has the solt lock and
muted, soothing colors of a Max-
well House commercial. Director
David Anspaugh, more at home in
rporta movies like “Hooslers" and
*Rudy," usen the wide screen im-
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to the Kleenex box. On her way to
work one morning, Rebecen (Eliz-
abeth Perkins) natices a police-
man clenring an accident scene on
her husband’s jogging route. The
hospital confirms her worst night-
mare.

Hee stepmother, little sister,
and best friend all rush to her
pide. At the reception following
the funeral, her husband's col-

theater pipe organ with two show-
ings of the 1925 ailent film classic
“The Phantom of the Opera,” on
Oct. 7-8 ot the Baldwin Theatce,
415 S. Laofoyette in Royal Oak.

‘This landmark film, starsing
Lon Chaney, {s the first cinematic
version of Gaston Lemuts drama,
and is considered by many to be
tho most vivid.

Theatre organist John Lauter

to heighten the dramu of the film.
In addition, Mr. Lauter will play
solo sclections before the screen-
inga. Mr. Lauter is the house or-
ganist ot the Fox Theatre in De-
troit ond the Michigan Theatre in
Ann Arbor. Ho has appeared in
concert at venues from the Bab-
son Collego Auditarium in Boston
to the Castro Theatrs in Sun
Francicso and many plsces in be-
tween.

ways finds -n au 3, though
my reaction is similar to Rebee:
ca's after the accident. Sametimes
1 just don’t want to be touched.

To leave a message for Johi™
AMonaghan, dial 953.2047, moil-
box number 1866, on a touch-tone
phone, fax hlm a note at 691-7279, 7
or write him in care of Entertain
ment, Observer & Eccentric News-
papers, 36251 Schoolcroft, Livonia §
48150.

‘Phantom’ |

Al tickets arc $ 10 ond ore gen-}
cral admisnion, There is no re-l
neeved seating for this event. H

Performance times arc: Satur-3
day, Oct. 7, 1995, at 8 pm. and+
Sunday, Oct. 8, 1995, at 2p.m.  +

Tickets may be purchased in}
advance with a Visa or Master-,
card by calling the box office nl'
(810) 541-6430. The ticket ol'ﬁm-
is open Tuesdays and ’I‘hundnyn.
7-9 p.m. and on Fridaya ll30
a.m. to 1:20 p.m. M

immmm T

“Brimming With Beautifully

Conveyed Emotions.

‘The Film Belongs To The Ladies, Jon Bon Jovl Is Terrific.
Hes A Charm-l’acked Natural.”
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WHERE ART COMES TO LikE

OCTOBER 27, 28, 29
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