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f Sen. Joo McCarthy, of 1950 Com-
E mie-hunting infamy, had sald it,

liberals would have said he reached
new depths of smearing and depravity.

Tho statoment was that would-be

handgun carriers aro “criminals who
have avolded convictian, hot-heads, al.
cohol abuser, drug abusers and peoplo
prone to domestic violence.”

§ 1t camo from John O'Hair, Domo-
cratlc prosecutor of Wayne County. A
former Judge, O’Halr appeared to have
forgotten that a person Is innocent un-
til accused, tried and convicted. Moro-
over, his wording was so all-encom-
passing that it muddied all persons in-
terested in CW (concealed weapon)
permita.

Jt's one thing when my friend at the
Free Press, Hugh McDiarmid, attaches
“nut” to “‘gun,” as H they were one
word. But a citizen has to be a little
nervous when a silver-haired law en-
forcement officer like O'Hair joins in,

Also in the fray was Ron Dezldf,

about what happened to crimo rates.in
Florida after it liberalized its handgun

Dearborn potice chief, with atatistics -

Gun righ

laws. Deziel wroto of crime and shoot-
ings soaring In 1987-91, after the
sunshine state’s gun law was changed.

Very alippery. Dezicl hopes you will
be tricked into assuming that the now-
ty-isaued CW permit handguns wero
used. Ho never proves It. In fact, ho
never oven tries to prove it. It's remini.
scent of thoso hokey statistics that
showrd New Yosk City with a balloon-
Ing birth rate nine months after a pow-
er fallure.

Center of attention is House Bill
4720, sponsored by state Rep. Alan
Cropsey, R-DeWitt, to chango the rules
under which CW handgun permits are
issued. Thero are two {ssues, and most
commuontalars mix them up.

1. Should Michigan do away with 83
scparato gun boards and have o singlo
state offico regulnte permits? Tho an-
swer should bo a resounding “yes.”

2. Should Michigan become a *“shall
fssuc” state — that is, should it be re-
quired 10 {gsue a CW permit to anyono
whoisn't a felon, awaiting trial or in

- some way demonstrably loony? Here

there moy be room for negotiation, as
the attomeys say.

But not a lot of room. Consider the

Michigan has too many regulat()rs,not too féw b

Onc Is reminded of Dixie voter regis-
tration lawa in the century following
the Civil War. They had literacy laws,
and the clcrk was the sole and absolute
judge of whether ono pussed. If your
wkin was the wrong hute, you were
asked a uestion only an Atlanta law-
yor could comprehend and flunked. No
appeal.

One hears stories about sherifls and
police chiefa who vow they will approve
CW permits only for caps and ex-cops,
and muybe a few politicos,

The law enforcement lobby admita
initsli that “the P i

languogo of the Michigan C: .
Art. 1, Sce. 6: *Every person has a right
to keep and bear arms for the defense
of himself and the state.” That is the
entire section. .

1 am most bothered by the current 83
county gun boards. These are three-
member panels: the sherifT, the pro-
secutor and the local state police com-
mander, And what groups arc lobbying
hardest for retention of the present
boards, even to the point of issuing
smears and hokey statistics? Prosccu-
tors, local police and the Michigan
State Police.

Attorneys Association, working in con-
junction with reprsentatives of tho law
f ity are develor
ing standardized criteria for uso by
County Gun Boards.” Nots the present
tense: Yare working.” Are they confess-
ing that after all these decades, they
haven't standardized the eriteria?

The purpose of gun rights, as patri-
ots since the days of Thomas Jefferson

have pointed out, is to allow citizens to
defend themselves against not only
hostiles and criminals — hut against
povernment itself,

In this context, one recalls Detroit
Mayor Coleman Young's remark in the
1973 campaign that his people viewed
the police department as “‘an occupy-
ing army.” Young changed that, but
only in Detroit. Ask yourself how many
Rodney Kings would have been beaten
and how many Malice Greens would
get their brains smashed in if our men
in blue weren't 2 little nervous about
being hit themselvea?

Have you ever been in a polico state?
The first rule ia that only cops have
guns, The citizenry is disarmed.

One of the more potent groups in the
Michigan Legisinture calls itself the
Law Enforcement Caucus, many for-
mer cops and prosccutors. Some of its
members recently introduced a consti-
tuticnal amendment allowing the
death penalty, but only for cop killers.

Sounds like all men are created
equal, but some are more equal than
others.

Tim Richard reports on the local im-
plicationa of state and regional cvents.
His Touch-Tone voice mail number is
(313} 953-2047 ext. 1881.
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appreciate the good news that often

H appears Inthe Farmington Observ-

| or. This lettet is being written to
praiso some fino people who are 8 part
of our community,

| grew up in a small town in Ohle
and hove lived in both small towns and
large metropolitan areas throughout
my adult life. Moving was alwoys a
challenge and fun oxperience. Thirteen
years ago we moved to this area, rent-
ing a house first in West Bloomfield,
then purchasing the house we now live
in here in Farmington Hills; 11 years

ago.
Having written that, [ want to men-
tion that this area was the most diffi-

earth.
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Is & new stadlum really nocded?

No hits, but one bi

jy was a big baschall fan when I was o kid.
1lived and dicd with what happened to
" tho Tigera. ! knew ail the standings, memor-
ized all the statistics and thought that Johnny
Groth, n journeyman Tiger outficlder in the
‘60, was tho most perfect being ever put on this

But now, like most folks I know, every year 1
get grumpler and grumpicr at what's happening

The players’ collective greed and arrogance is
matched only by that of the owners, who suffer
the additional delusion that owning a profes-
slonal team entitles them to demand and
ecelve public money for new aports stadiums
More.
ovor, matters of professional sport appear to at-
tract politicians in a way 88 profound and a8

In the weird world of professional spost, noth-

The recent news that Gov. John Engler and
Detroit Mayor Dennis Archer have cut tho dent
ta kick i $30 milion in public funds to build a
new baseball stadlum for the Tigers [s o perfect
caso in point. Some @ and A will show how.

cult of all the adjustments. I can't real-
ly say that I understand why, but [ do
know that ! missed the friendlincss of
the corner merchant, Of course there

are plenty of small shops with very
friendly personnel, but they are also
very high priced and so I don't always
shop there,

My husband and I did find a local
store where we always find just what
we need. It [s on 12 Mile Road east of
Orchard Lake, Jean's Hardware.

Now, why would a woman write
about n hardware store making her feel
at home in o community? It's because
they have always been o friendly and
g0 willing to help us find just exactly
what we needed — even when we :

weren't sure what it was that we did
need,

The best part of my story in yet to
come. 1t's the reason why I'm writing.
1t's been almost two weeks ago now.
My husband and I were putting the
finishing touches on the house in prep-
aration for weckend guests duc to ar-
rive at Metro after 11 p.m. We were
both exhausted when he discovered
that the garage door opener was inoper-
able. He immediately went to the basc-
ment to check the circuit breaker box.
1t appeared that the circuit breaker
would have to be replaced. It wos nbout
8:50 p.m. and he knew Jean's would
clore at 9 p.m. 8o he had to hurry.

He arrived just before closing and

was assisted by Hank Yeomans, the
hushand of onc of the store’s employ-
ccs. The hreaker was found and my
husband jokingly stated, “I've never
installed one of these, you will come ta
my funeral if I get electrocuted.”

They jested back and forth and then
Hank actunlly offered to come to our
house and help us. My husband went
to pay for the breaker and discovered
that in his hoste to get to Jean's before
closing, he had left without his wallet.

Dilemma number two: This part was
not cheap — $44.95, but they let him

bring it hame, and Hank followed. 1
firat learned of what happened when 1
saw this man enter our home and begin
to fix the problem. 1 did ask if when we

next would inquire about him, would
we discover that he was an angel. He
laughed at me.

The great thing is that he is a real
person, and we learned later that his
wife did not mind waiting whilo he H
helped us even though it was their H
wedding anniversary. H

We just wanted somehow to say H
thanks to a fine business in our com- |
munity — the kind that you just don’t |
see so much anymore and to thokind |
of neighbor all of us should bemore |
like — Hank Yeomans. Certainly our |}
warld would be a better place with !
more of these kind of people. v
Esther Baxendale, Farmington Hills |
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than the old one. Some argue that the new sta-
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diums in an:

the rebirth now going on there. It secins far
more likely that tho rebirth was goingon well
before any now atadium was built,

Tho state’s ante In this deal is $56 miilion
from tho Strategic Fund, Is gutting the fund
In the interest of all the peoplo of Michigan?

No. Started during the Blanchard Adminis-
tration, the Michigan Strategic Fund was sup- -
posed to put long-term Invostment moncy into

1t ¥ tochnol

transfer and

Probabily not. The old Tiger di
far building a naw atadium.
,80 why bulld n now stadium?

8gno,

spirited,

Thut

could
almost cortainly be renovated at far loas cost
than the current estimato of $260 milllon or so

:Good quastion. Thero seom to bo three rea-

. {'The unstated reason Is simple profit. Tiger
ofmer Miks flitch will make Iots moro monuy
with a new atadium than with the old, not to
rentlon the enarmoua gain in vatue for his Fox
Thentro, Second City comedy club and two ros-
téurants. He lan't golng to put $140 millian of

_ hia own mioney Into the deal just to bo public

“The stated rcason from tho politicians is oco-

npmic development. A new stadium, It is assert.

al, i a groat way to bring more folks to down-

- town Dotroit and, hence, will provide Lots of new
the i fthe -

- jobs and
ity

to

A& Thereal reason in that Luilding a now
" bailpark §s the price to be pald to koop lllu:hI
-‘frotn maoving the Tigera out of tho city. Itisn't

B ﬁsll-blm’blunkgm!!. hut it's closo,

in] busi

around

in highstech business ventures

ting out of thia?
1t doesn't add up.

1t 15

nor i

Michigan'a universitics. Whilo the results have
been disappointing, It's very difficult to argue
that o new stadium for the Tigers is going to
buld a more solid economic base than investing

Engler’s & smart politiclan, What's he get- "

Certainly, it's not good public policy. The
governor firat killed tho Greektown Indinn gem-
bling casino, acguing, “There aro no shortcuta .
.. .no magic.” Most cconomists think neither

\

'

ancw

routes to prospority, but there s no doubt that
of the two, gambling offers far more jobs,

Votos? Englor's westarn Michigan base can-
not bo happy, while selidly Domocratic Dolroit

are magic

Doos the
* make sy sense?

ot much. After wnsﬁucﬁun 11 ovar, 8 now
ag {tsel{ won't genereto many more, }7\»

work. . .
Phil Power is chairman of th

I3 not likely to tum around sclely an the basis
of building a now atadlum, The suburbanites 1
talk to montly don't cara.

ARerall, its only our tax dollars, hard at

owns this newpoper. His Touch-Tons voice mail -
number in (313) 853-2047 ext. 1880.

a company that’

stylos, unforgetiable
fabrics, furniture hand-
crafted to your speciflcations. -
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