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years old — looking for & mentor,

“Their commitment is for one
year," said McAleer. It is ucually
once a week for how ever long the

* activity takea™ At the cnd of the

year, the pair might choose to
coatinue the mentoring relation-
ship.

The matches sometimes main.
tain contact through adulthood,
said Sandy Smith, volunteer
PLUS Program co-coordinator.

Thypical activitics are movies,
walks, trips to the park, window
shopping. the library, checking
out garage sales or playing ball.

“It doesn't have to be an capen-
sive endeavor,” oxplained
McAleer. “The intent is not to
financislly apeil this child with
rmaterial goods, it's to emotionally
spoil the child with quality time."

That's just what Minguski had
the opportunity to do last April
when he was matched with 12+

year-old Lalusn Larkin, also of
Farmington Hilla, The Eaat Mid-
dle School sixth-grader {s tho old-
est of seven children and livea
with his mother and aiblings.

Far LaJuan, the weekly outings
with Minguski are liko being an
oaly chitd They havo gone bowl.
ing. putt-putt golfing, to Tiger
garaes, to the State Fair end to
Cedar Point.

“Rollerblading s something
that he tumed me on to," Min-
guski edmitted. Havinga cookout
at the Minguski household ia an-
uther favorite.

Farmington Youth Assistance
aponsors group outings — like a
trip to the theater, hayrides and
pizza dinners — {ree of chargo to
the children and their mentors.
The Oukland Count Probate
Court alzo sponsors a county-
wide Plus Program activity ns
least once & year for things like
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20% OFF Lingeria
Special Evenings™ Vi Ths Aa
Put a Lttle romance Into  SPECIALISTS IN

an gvening out starting
with alluring lingerie.
Yeu'll feel special and
he'll tove it.

BRAS « GIADLES
UNGERIE » BEADED
BLOUSES and BAGS

29297 Southficld Rd.
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Experience the transformation to healthy, glowing skin.
) SIMPLE ® AFFORDASLE ¢ FOR MEN AND WOMEN
! Dramancally and vrebly UPEIOVEs ang SCAMng, (AIof bumps, uneven
 pigraraston, sun damsged skin, aging skin: specializing in black skin health.
: Foe moxe miormatcn on a quslomized skin care system
developed esoecially for you, contact us today.
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Livenia Mall 5010:1 is now ot -
Wenderland Mall
(313) 427-1381
Join in our Consofidation Celebration!
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bawllng, a canoe trip, the circus or
Cranbtook.

McAleer said the group outings
are also a great way for the Plus
volunteers to get together to share
Ideas of placea to go.

According to Smith, who intere
views Loth the adult volunteer
and the child, “Wo try to get as
close a match as we poasibly can.™
She looks for similar interests to
help the two develop a firm rela-
tionship.

“It helps bolster the child’s
sell-esteem to have a real solid re-
{ationship with an adult because
a lot of times in the past, adults
have promised kids a tot cf things
and they don't carry through,”
Smith sald. “This is a relation-
ship for these kids, somebody
that they can try to eoulate.”

One of LaJuan’s inteteuts this
year in middle school is playing
percussion in the band,

“Same thing I took,” aaid Min-
guski. When LaJuan edmitted
that sametimnes his mom tells him
to practice outside, Minguski
said, *I was told that several
timea teo when [ was a kid.”

“His favorite school subject is
science,” Minguaki said. “That's
the subject I used to teach, aixth-
grade science.

*“The program itself is abzolute-
ly fantastic. I would recommend
it to anybody that would ask me."”

For information about getting a
mentor for a child call {810) 439-

3434. To volunteer call (810) 858-
041,
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Hospica benefit: Farmington Hills resident Dr. Leslie Bricker, medical director at
Henry Ford Health System Hospice, and his wife Kathy attended the recent Soi- |\,

rec at the Henry Ford Villuge in Dearborn. The event previcwed "Keep Me Ever .

Warm: A Kaleidoscope of Quilts and Dolls.” Proceeds benefit Kaleidscope Kids,

the children's hospice of Henry Ford Health System.
tor of the show.

Kathy Bricker was co-cura-
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