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Heist goes wrong in

“Dead  Pres
dents” menns
cash, which Al
fen and - Albert
Hughes have a
lot more of since
directing their
debut feature
“Menace 11 Soci-
ety” in 1993. The
3 success of that

JOHN film, a gripping

MONAGHAN  Bccount of tifo
— " — and death on
L.A. streets, gave the 20-year-old
twina the chance to tackle an um-
hitious project about the effecta of
the Vietnam War on black Ameri-

ca.

1t would be great to say that
these former Detroiters, raised
here through the age of eight, have
produced nnother winner. But
“Dead Presidents,” which opena
wide Friday, Is an uneven and of-
ten routine fook at what they call
“the American dream gone
wrong.”

Anthony Curtis (Larenz Tate
from “Menace”) {s young and
going nowhere when he deciden to
join the Marines in 1968, After o
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ish five years ove 3
Le returns home to find thot his
neighborhood has changed, the
gittlriend and baby gicl he left be-
hind now visited, by a flashy
pimp.

When he loses his job at the lo-
cal butcher shop, Anthony starta
hitting the bottle. Desperate ta
provide real money for hin family,
he plots an armored car heist with
his old army buddies and his
Revolution-obseased  sister-in-
faw.

Acconling to Albert Hughes, in
town recently with his brother to
promote the film, “We like the
story because it's about one per-
son going through so many experi-
ences, and how he deals with

those extremes ... we liko to see
him go through tho ups and
(,(anl.“

To see the ads for “Dead Preai-
dents” you'd think that it's a
heist movie. “We realize that,"
»aidd Albert, “hut we didn't want
anything attached to that other
Victnam picture that came out
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dealer that helps push him Lo the

Ke.

Though Allen and Albert
Hughes were barely alive when
the Victnam War was raging, they
did their b k. Much of tho

last year. The wholo
poster was in direct response to
that.”

That other movie, “The Walk-
ing Dead” was mode by another
Deteviter, a low-budget story of &
Marine unit with tach member
recalling how they got to the Nam
in the first place. The Hughes call
it n “stinket” (which it was at the
box office), quickly assembled af-
ter word of their project got out.

Actunlly, the hrothers could
fearn a few things from that film,
expecinlly in terms of plot struc-
ture. Characters come and go in
“Dead Presidents” and then pret-
ty much disappeas, among them
Anthony's brother and a drug

COMING ATTRACTIONS

film is based on storics from the
book *“Bloods,” a riveting collec-
tion of black veterans' memoties.

The late '60a/early “70s ntmos-
phere, from clothes to black velvet
paintingy, is especinlly vivid. “We
heard from a lot of people who
liked the authenticity of those
weenes in “Menace,” says Allen,
“We deslgned a whole lot of the
look on my dad's photo album
from 1972."

After “The Usual Suspects”
and “Reservoir Dogs,” however,
it's difficult to watch the routine
heist scenes in #Dead Presidents™
without drawing some compari-
nona. “We definitely went for a
more linear type of movie mak-

OPENING FRIDAY, OCT. 6

“ASSASSINS™
Vetersn assassin Jons forces with
he woman ha was assigned 1o kull
when ho Becomes tho trgetof a

2 Dmbous Nt man who

wants 10 wppkant him 23 the best
o the feid. Stars Syivester Stal-
lane and Antonio Bandens.

“HOW TO JGAXE A AMIRICAN
Quit"’

Burstyn ond Kate Copsham.
“70DIE FOR™

Hip and chiing portran of Amenca

as seen thcugh the eyes of 8

Winoma  Amme . Bllen aiol Alfe
EYDER BANCROFT BURSTYN NELLIGAN WOODARD -
HOW TO MAK '

ABSOLUTE, PERFECTION

“AMERICAN QUILT IS ONE OF THE BEST MOVIES IN YEARS
“WONDERFLL AND JOYOLS. DO YOURSELF A FAVOR AND GO¥

BE AN

A MONTH BY THE LAXE"™
Lyncal romantic comedy set o0 the
shores of Deautitul Lakg Como in
italy just pof 10 the outbredk of

+ENMPIRE RECORDS™

RALPY NRLAON

Actlon-suspensa thilller: Syluester Stallone and Antonio
DBanderas star in Warner Bros. “Assassing” opening Fri-
day at metro Detroit movie theaters.
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Drama:
Unemployed
and desper-
ate after re-
turning from
service to his
country in
Vietnam,
Anthony
(Larenz
Tate, left)
enlists the
help of buddy
Stip (Chris
Tucker) to plan
a highstahes
rabhery.

ing.” sid Allen. “We didn't want
to simply tetrend what was al.
rendy done before.”

“The mavie doed have somne
mements it can call its own. One
of the best finds Anthony leaping
over backyord fences then cuts
immedintely to him jumping over
obstacles in the fields of Vietnam,

Whatever the shortcoming of
*Deod Presidents,” the brothers
are understandably enthusiastic.
The movie was nelected for
screening at the prestigious New
York Film Festival while they'se
already nt work on their next
project tn a four-plcture deat —
Allen denling with actors, Albent
setting up the visuals behind the
cumera.

'y feave o message for John
Monaghan, diol 953-2047, mail-
box number 1866, on a touch-tonc
phone, fax him a note at 591-7279,
or write him in care of Entertain-
ment, Observer & Eccentric News-
papers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia
48150.

. Uy Tyser.

“THE STARS FELL ON HENRIZITA™
Batersweel comic drama setinthe
Teans dustbowl of the 19303
obout 80 ccontac ol wikicatter
and o Gown on hus kick tamer and
how determunation and the belel
in greams transfom theu kves.
Stors Robent Duvall, Adan Quinn,
Frances Fisher and Baan Denrehy.

OFENING FRIDAY, OCT. 13

“GTRANQI DAYS"

©On tha even of tha Maienum in the
digtal undergroud of Los Angeles
human esperience is bought acd
sold 83 the newest NIt dversicn
A sroet hustler fnas humscit
cepam Into @ vOrOX Of PArBNOIS
20d murder, nad 6l ha needs 10 60
s get the woman who koves han
and 33va the woman ha laves, dnd
fmaka it through (b Night skve.
Stars Angeis Bassett, Ro'
Fiennes, huietto Lewls and Tom
Suemore, Rated R,

SCARLET "

cipasic novet about O3UIISM
1711 Century Boston, tho story of
¢+ Hester Prynne, 8 young woman
forced 10 weor an *A™ 83 the mark
of het tin. Stars Demi Moora, Rod-
& Duvatt end Gory Otdman. fated

R.
“IADE"
A sensubl mystery whoreby the

AMILY FILM
| SPECTACULA
-
b By T oy

- AMERICAN QUILT
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