83(F*

BTREET SCENE

The Observer/TIURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1995

STREEY BEAT

Playful R.E.M.
builds frenzy

By Tobp WICKs
NEoy Warin

Michae! Stipe hates balloons — at leaat the
black ones from a local radio station that floated
around Michigan State University’s Brealin Cen-

idway throcgh REMs set, the Q106G bal-
loons, which had drifted lazily through the air dur-
ing Radiohead's languid set, invoked the wrath of
the bald singer. 1 don't know why, but these bal.
louns are teally bugging me,” Stipe announced be-
tween sangs. He then accepted one from a security
guard, and with a little hodp from bassist Miko
Mitls, popgped it with a microphone stand to wild
applause.

Funny little scenes like this were scattered
thruughout R.EM.'s show in East Lansing last
week. On the final leg of the grueling tour in sup-
port of its latest albura “Monster,” the band
seemed relazed and playful. Barely 30 minutes af-
ter Radioheaid's set ended, the lights went down as
R.EM. strolled casually onstage and leaned inte
the midtempo “1 Took Your Name.” Bul some-
thing about the acene wasn't quite right. Light
flonded in frum the exits, and the bleachers cis-
ling the floor scats never let anyone forget that

_this was, after all, just a mid-sized basketbal) are-

* 1. As the first song ended, both the crowd and the

“Fand seemed uncertain about what kind of night
this was guing to be.

However, several crowd-pleasers in quick suc-

« cession roused the sedate crowd. A vested, sur-

. gery-free Peter Ruck and a Les Paul led the charge

,through “What's the Froquency, Kenneth?™,
“Crush With Eyeliner,” and the electric hip-hop
yersion of “Drive” with gusto. Mills, in a white
Nudie suit and long curls, stomped about the
stage with his bass slung low, banishing his for-
mer nerdy, shirt-sleevea image to the ‘80s forover,
His perfect background harmonics also saved a
few song from Stipe's purposely erratic pitch,
Drummer Billy Berry was typically non-descript,
donning a basebal) hat for his turn at bass during
a disturbing “Country Feedback,” which Stipe in-
troduced as “our favorite song.”

For all of their scissor kicks and cruwd-warking,
Stipe remained the show'’s focal point. Under
thick black eye makeup and the quickly shifting
stage lights, he alternately resembled an angry
zombic and a playful, restless child Untalkative
st The Palace show this past summer, Stipe was
exceptionally verbose between songi. "“This one is
ladies’ choice,” he ansnounced ax s disco ball
dropped for roller-rink effect on “Tongue.” At one
point, harraszed an overzealous {an st stage
right., Stipe looked perplezed and said, "Uh, I'm
going to go over here now,” walking el to enor-
mous laughter.

Like The Pclsce visit, the show contained a
cood number of new songs consistent ith the
gritty, glamorous, guitar bent “Monster.”
ture™ and the Beastie Buy-ish “Revoluti
ighlights of material alated for un upcoming al-
bum. RLE.M"s road-tested muscle also rejuvenat-
od overplayed gems like “Lozing My Religion”
and “Masn on the Moon,” tuming the latter into
the most propulsive, rousing song of the evening.
Reaching back for 1386's “Begin the Begin,”
Buck’s Spanish riff was hypnotic abues Berry's
-tribal thythm. Although the set’s faat aong-slow

< song patters jonally distrupted a
guod groove, it also provided for a wealth of diverse
material, from the sloweat of the slow (“Everybody
Hurts") to the slamming (“Star 637).

Stipe seemed especially excited bringing out De-
troit legend Patti Smith for their encore. After an
under-rehearsed but moving duet en *'Let Me In,”
end s lovey-dovey chat near the drum riser, Stipe
Jeft the spotlight as Smith fronted the band for Lhe

“night’s only cover, her clossic “Dancing Barefoot.”
© However, the night's Lest treat was yet 1o come.
-The closer, “It's the End of the World as We
Know It (and I Feel Fine)” was given & trashier
Syenorr than its album counterpast, with Stipe
tanting the stream-of-consciousness lyrics wey out
of time. As the song built and bailt, the crowd,
=vho had remsined excited but orderly the entire
Tabow, finslly broke loose, flooding the alsles in &
weush to the stage.

T ARter acveral streseful ond injury-prone months
%o the road, REM.’s perf

ormance was full of fire
2nd gristle. Overcoming & slow stast, it had profes-
#3icnally worked the crowd into & frenzy. Now it
owzs 1ims o heve some fun. So Mills, Buck and
tipe, immedistely noticing the crush, moved far-
Tumrd like good old-fashioned rock stars, closer to
the broiling masses, posing. jumping and teasing
the crowd joyfully es the nigkt spunto s frenzied
;' REM.and epeclal guest Grant Lee Buffalo per-
*form ot 7:30 p.m. Sunday, Oxt. 22, ot Crisler Arena,
+331 E. Stadium, Ann Arbor. The show is sold out.
:For more information, call (313) 763-4636.

Roséﬁlle’s The Ritz
‘becomes Palladium
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. ARer 11 yvars as The Ritz, the Rosaville dub
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Zorse of Tevam) its image. .
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Charm Farm s

BY ToLD WICKS
NTANF WEITEN

1t's & rare band that can successful-
ly change musical styles over the
course of its career. The Rolling
Stones have done It a few times, from
rock to country to disco to punk and
back. U2 reinvented themselves from
carth-toned misalonaries into black-
teathered technobrats a fow yoars ago
with “Achtung Baby.”

Detroit's Charm  Farm  doesn’t
resemble either of those bands, but
doean’t need a 10-year carcer to start
genre-hopping. either. On their third
album, “Pervert” {(PRA Records),
they do it within the course of a few
songs. The head-turning jump from
the steaight-ahead rock of “I'm a
Man" to stright-faced disco on the
first aingle “Superstar” Is an undeni-
able shock. Likewise, tho whispery
funk of the title track unexpectedly
gives way to "Sick™ and stereo guitars
like something by Queen.

These kinda of surprises delight
the members of Charm Farm. After
four years, the band has become a
staple of the Detroit scene. Singer/
songwriter Dennis White and guitar-
ist Steve Zuccaro, both of Groase
Puinte Park, enjoy their bngoing ex-
peditions in musical perversity.

“It's a very, very diverse record,”
said White of “Pervert,” released
Sept. 19. I must confess, 1 don't lis-
ten to music a lot. If § do listen to a
full CD, it’s because it went all over
the place. Even if (a CD) is great all
the way through, if the instrumenta-
tion dotsn't change up a lat, [ can’t be
interested in it. And of course, if I'm
making a record, it'a womething 1
want to be interested in."

Zucarro eaid despite the musical
changes there's an underlying theme
to the songs.

“There are a lot of different arcas
we're going into, but there's still a
common denominator in all of the
songs. The production valus should
bring it all together and make for a
cool record. When we were recording
it, we were thinking about that. We
knew that theso were aoll diffcrent
styles, so we tried to make sure that
the producticn was similar on each
song 8o it would be coh A

Particularly for White, “Pervert”
marks a distinct change from the
styles on 1993's “Flin,” which
spawned the radio hit“La La Hey.”

“Thosz songs {en “Flint") were
written when I waa between 22 and
24, and that's a pretty happy record,”
said White, who is 28 now. "I had just
finished playing with Inner City (n
groundbreaking Detroit techno
project with Kevin Saunderson). 1
had been travelling around the world
of, sameone clse's expense, and it was
just models, parties and good times. I
came home and wrote e record that
sounded exactly like that . . . which
is why no one cares gbout it now, why
it died n pretty quick death artistical.
Iy

White, who produced both albums,
shared the public’s apathy.

=Plirt’ was out of sight, out of
mind for me four days after I got the
CD,"” hesaid. -

He sees the superior lytical quality
of “Pervent” as 8 personal triumph,

Jude Cole

By CHsisTINA FUoCo
BTAPF WHrTEa

St. Jude and alnger/songwriter
Jude Cole have a lot in commen. 8t.
Jude ia the religious feon to turn to
for hopelesa causes, and since the lata
1980s Cole’s fans have Jooked to bim
when relationships have crumbled.

Now they'll bave to turn elsewhere.
The man who specialised in bresk-up
sangs like “Get Mo Through The
Night,” “Timae for Letting Go,” and
“Tell The Truth” is much happier,
thank you. )
His latest sibum 1 Don't Know
Why 3 Act This Way” (Island) ro-
flects this sentiment.
“I'm & pretty happy permon. I'm
very out of step with what else is
going on, mualeally speaking The
thing that tickles tas the most about
this record iz I'm not ‘alternative.” It's
not an angry record,” Cole explainad.

On “Beilove In You” he tings
“There's too much talk about the
clouds of gray/whan there's & grest
tiig sky of biue/I turn off the TV, snd
Lock In your eyes/and 1 that I've
found something true/ fust believe In

* you/end Il bellove In me.”
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Celebrating release:

Zoyes, background singer Taj Bell, k
drummer Eric Meyer, and guitarist Steve Zuccaro
“Pervert” with a party and performance at 10 p.m. Friday,

B ‘Thore are a lot of differs

Multi- Dotroit Music Award winners Charm Farm — from left, bassist Dino
eyboardist Ken Roberts, singer/songwriter Dennis White,

— celebrate the release of their third CD .
Oct. 6, at the Magic Bag in Ferndale.
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Steve Zuccaro
Charm Farm

“I have a record now that § really
belicve in. I'm very proud of this. 1
can actually llsten to this and be in-
terested in what wo came up with in
the studio. ] want as many people to
hear it aa possible.”

Interestingly, “Pervert’s” mare
wounded, emotional approach wns
completedly unplanned.

“1 didn’t o [nto this eibum saying,
‘Here's whot's an my mind snd I'm
going to get it down,” " White said.

“Qnly after 1 finished cverything
and put the sangs in order did I start
to notlce that {t was the kind of
record that o guy who's gotting older
makes. In retrospect, thematically,
the record is about the pangs of gat-
ting older and getting on, more about
coming to terms with the way life zo-
ally 13 as opposed to the fantasy of
what we hope it will be. There aro the
fantasies we entertain about it when
wo'ra 16 and then thero is the way
that it really is."

Beaides “Pervert,” 8 new develop-
ment that should widen Cl
Farm's audience Is s band pmjecﬁ

“Und, Yavisl

mances, and old Charm Farm footage.
Having his awn TV show excites
White. :

“The minute I learned that cable
operstors had to let you have your
own TV show if vou wanted one, 1 was
all over that In & second. You can
spend a lot of time trying to promote
s little concert and hopo that 400 or
500 peopla show up, or yuu can spend
the same amount of time putting o
TV show together. Even if it's on
these little dinky cable etations, at
fesat 5,000 people are going to see it.
Wo hope ta not just get expoauro vor
ourselyea, hut to get ezposure for
things that we're into.”

Zuccaro aald that the TV show is
“a big deal tous.”

“This could really belp spread the
word. Plus it's something you don't
really see a band do, at least not gince
the “10s, since the Camond Family or
something.”

Tho members of Charm Farm —
which also includes bassist Dino
Zoyes, background singer Taj Bell,
Iscybundln Ken Roberts, and

called T
(U.T.V.) on local public access cablo
channels. The show features inter-
views with the band, acoustic perfor-

drops heartbreak for happiness-

out s optiraiatic as it did. It'a boen &
rough ride for Cole since the recording
of 1092’ “Start The Car” (Reprize),
Cale kickod & drug and alcohol prob-
lem four yesrs ngo, which iy chroni-
cled in the song “Hoaven's Last At-
tempt”. .

_ “All that came to a head when 1
was recording the ‘Stast tho Car’
record. Thet firat yoar of being sober |
Is not the most fun place to be. Every
time somcthing goes wrong, and
things nlways go wrong becauso
yw‘nedw,mwzntmmnmlh"
Cclascat bar or whatever, That wsea the
hardest year of my lifs. Now I'vo sct-
- tled futs It snd I'm heving s ot of

0.

Around the time he waa settling
into it, his longtime manages Ed Lef-
far died of cancer.which is reflocted
-emmls “1 Don't Know

the
fend and nianager dying, I
vmg't really in the mood to sock
out. . .
*The positive mood of the alburmn is
a resuilt of the muales) reswaken!!

Eric Meyst — aro pleased
to have becomo a multi-media experi-
ence. The group is otie of the fcw De-
trolt bands who have its own World

“I find it hard to sing about opti-
mism without some sort of conflict
firt.” Colo eald. “Like ‘Spen of
Lifs,’ {¢’s very optimlstic. ‘Believe In
You,’ Is very optimistic,  “Take the
Reins,’ they're all about optimism.”

“They ail come from maybe a more
down.on-your-luck perspective. I'vo
found it more Interesting to be down
on your luck and to fight twice as
hard. That's boen my {ife and my ca-
reer anyway. Jt's not something I'm

fabricating from my million dollar-

home” .

Cola has definitely had to “fight
_twice as hard" in his catesr. The slng-
er, who released “Start The Car” and
“A View Prom 3rd Strest” on Ropriss
Racords, never reachad the atar sia-
tua that he ‘Thoss two al-
bums alang with his self.titisd debut
are buroting at the seams with pop

Granted “fouss Full of Ressons,”

Wido Web site. «

“It docs a lot more to empower in-
dividuals and give thee a lot more
access to information and exposurc.
Liko us! A couple of dorks can get
thelr awn TV show, exposing them-
selves to tena of thousands of people, .
We have a web site, and tens of mil: |
lions of people have access on the In-
ternet now,” White said.

He paused sounding cowed by such
numbers, “Look for Charm Farm to
worry less about playlng shows
around the area and more about
maintaining a really cool televislon
show and having o really good sitc on-
line. Ve went to have a lot of woys for
people to interact with the group be.
sidea the samo old, boring, ‘We're
playing a show at a club’ thing.”

hnol and ad t
nulde, Charm Farm members aro still
old-school rockers enough to throw a
good bash the U2 “Where tho Strects
Have No Name" or tho Beatles' last
gig way., Without coming right out
and soying it, Zuccaro hinted that
Charm Farm would be visiting dawn-
town Royal Oak very noon in a very
special sort of live show,

Charm Farm, with special gueat DJ
Kenny Larkin, cclebrates the release
of “Pervert” with a party and per-

‘ formance at 10 p.m. Friday, Oct. 6, at
the Magic Bog Theatre Cafe, 22918
Woodward Ave., Ferndale. Tickets are
$6 for the 18 and older show. For more
information, call (810) 544-3030. They
will also perform Thuraday, Oct. 26, at
Industry, 15 8. Soginaw, Pontisc,
(810) 334-1999. Visit the Charm Farm
World Wide Web site at htipl/
msen.com/tilda chrmfrm.

t.raasd.

“Baby It's Tonight” and “Worlds -

Apart” ackisvod some alsplay on con-

temiporary. hite radlo, bui had the. -
recovds o

been puabied o his standards
by his former:label, ke would have

' boen all over the radia, -

ng ¥l @il lovs MUsienin|
records.

withstood

tizaw for me. § don’t have
My (for the lsbel) but.1
xreat service.

Act This Way" is moro uplife- .
nﬁand sitive than his past
efforts; Cols plays an dcoustic

: ‘show onHTucsda_\'l Oct. 10,at_ -

the 7th House in Pontia




