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At Home

GARDEN §POT

Bulb seminar provides
knowledge, inspiration
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Maro than 40 people
sttonded  the recent
two-day bulb seminar
with Charles Cresson,
which was sponsol
by Telly's Greenhouse
in Troy and The Gar-
dencen Guild. Creason
provided much infor-
mation and {nspira.
tion; [ rhall try to
share somo random
thoughts.

Floworing plants that grow well with
pulbs include forget-me-nots,
wallflowers, pensies and dark blue
grope hyacinths. Try color combina-
tions of yellow and red, blue iris with
violas and tall allium, white with deep
purplo, and orange and yellow mixturea,
A few white blooms peeking out of pa-
chysandra or vinca add interest, aa do
the yellow or whits blooms of daflodils,
Think of color combinations and bloom
times when you plan the gardens.

A pedestal planter can bo changed for
the season and surrounded by wood hy-
acinths in the spring then over planted
with znnuals such ss impatiens for the
rest of the summer.

Placing

Plant carly blooming things closs to
tho house so you can enjoy them &8
s00n B they appear. Dwarf cpecies tu-
lips do well in a rock garden or on a
eained bulb bank.

Plant tulip bulbs cight to nine inches
decp when they are to remain In the
ground. Bedding tulips need only to be
planted six inchea deep. For optimum
results, bulb sites should foco in the
following directions: first south, then
east, west and finally north.

Bvergreon boughs provide good
mulch for bulb beds because they trap
more snow, thus provide botter cover.
Don't tio bulb folisge becauss it ob-
ar]l;fho sunlight for encrgy to feed the

wintor. Mulch to keep the soil warm.
Tulips and prape hyseinths can be
chitled befors planting. Fall blooming
butbe should be planted in early fall;
the idoal time Is mid-August — six
fnches doup. Two good crocus to grow
are Thomasine and Crocus Bpeclosus.
Narcissus hybrids will generally multi-

plybocti!phnudfwrwdxlndwn
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“]f rodants eet the bulbs, kiil them
. ., after chipmunks have done s cer-
tein amount of damage, they're no long-
er too cute to kill,” Cresson said.

He sugrestsd making cages of Ws-Inch
rat wire (or uea plastic containers) and
planting the tulbe In them. Squirrels

" to change the dscorsting scenc a8 want-
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Bright butbs: Tulips and hya-

cinths can be forced for early
spring color.
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Hyacinths gl
Daffodit hybrids aro better adapted to . EIWASS
our gardens than are the species or wild -
ones. Species tulips are thoss found in §
the wild — not hybridized. Buy osmall §
hyacinth bulbs for the gardon — they
will preduca bleoma that don't fall over.
1€ bulbs are diseased with either stripod H
or moseic virus, which is spread by R
sphids, dig all the infected bulb out and
destroy. The soil should still be clean.
Fertlliza all bulbs in the fall when
roota begin to grow and again inthe ear-
Iy zpring when folisgo begins to grow. B
Don't put fertilizer in the bottom of the
planting hole — roats can be bumed.
Force bulbas in small pota so they can ¥
be moved from one location to another
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ed. Largs hyacinth bulbs are best for
forcing. Two good bulbs for forcing aro §
the tulip “Apticot Beauty” and daffodli §
“Pebruary Gold.” Tulips that haveboen §
forced are ususlly not strong enough for
future bloom, but daffodils will recover
after forcing and galn full strength in
tho garden.

Bulbs require good drainage, rich
poil, sun or light deciduoua shode. Dig
{and mix in smendments) to & depth of
l?lncbu;ll.l!n?.slsthoidnlpﬂ

m ity rallyb‘phnt 2.1 times the

sight & .

The Gurdeners Guild will t Interest-Free
e s March 3. 1256 FINANCING
Watch for detalls. . -Limited-
.Forcing balbe .

Forcs -hardy bulbe for early indoor
bloom. Do It now, of stor in refrigerator
until needod. .
Fill the pot ¥ to two-thirds with free-
draining potting mix. Place bulbs in the
moiat mixture, tamp to settle and rocov-
er bulbe with sdditional soll. Water un-
{11 it drains out holes well, then place in
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