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Gus Van Sant
{s the bost bad
director around.
Moat filmmskors
would follow &
stinker  like
“Even Cowgirla
Get the Blues”
with something
more commers
clal, more Holly-

i friendly,
JOUN
HAN Not Van Bant.
_.ﬂN.L Ho mmakes “To
Die For."

Nicols Kidman plays & leggy
TV weatherwoman whose desirs
to make it In tho big timne leads to
tho munder of har husband, Well-
acted end highly caustie, it'a one
of the most (lawed and (escinat-
{ng movics af the year,

The atory Is loosely based on
the much-publicized case & fow
years ago ‘of a woman who
seduced somo high school boys
into dolng tha deed. Van Sant rec.
ognlzes this as TV movie fodder
30 plays it for tho darkest kind of
comedy imaginabls,

Suzanne Stone has ona goal in
1tfe: to follow in the footateps of
idols Connie Chung and Jano
Pauley. Dresssd for success in
short skirts and brightly colored
blouses, she enters & Jocal cable
station and buga tho manager un-
til he hires her,

She wants to make a documen-
tary about teen views so recruits o
trfo from the local high school ge-
her subjects. Her long hours at
the cabls studio start to grate on
her otherwise understanding hus-
band (Mett Dilon), whoae family
owns an Italian bar and restau-
rant.

Her story is framed by inter-
viewa with the major players,
from Stone's parents and in-lawa
to the murderess herself, who ra-
tionalizes overything but {much
to the chagrin of police) never ad-
mita that sho has done anything
wrong. The boy wito muiually
pulled the trigger tells his story in
prison blues.

Theso sccies emind @s of =
“Current Affair” interview 1
caught with the real.llfe gunman,
now serving & lifo sentence and
still harboring the pathetic
thought that the older woman
who put him up to it really loves
blm. You Jaugh at these kids be-
cause thoy'ro such losers but also
feel terrible ot how they are so
oanipulated. -

Van Sant has recruited his own
talented onsemble. Buck Henry,
who appears on screen &8 a high
school teacher, also wrota tho
script. Danny Elfman brings the
right blend of fun nnd foreboding
to his musical scors, Even cult di-
poctor David Cronenberg shows
upine key sceno peartheend.

Pothaps the neatest trick in
“To Die For” is how sexy it ail ls,
yet with curprisingly littls nudity.
Dressed in 'a seemingly limitless
and hilarious wardrobe, A
Tom Cruise has the kind of offort-
lesa sexuality that tho other Stono
gﬂhnmn) ‘would do her own dying

ot

Yet too much. of the movie
doean't udd up. Why, for instance,
does a _career-min women
marry tho local bartender when

Die For’ a_?iiiing black comedy
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she proves that sho has the looks
to enng soms wealthy television
executive? .

The end of the film ls alto
muddled since Van Sant, who cb-
viously haa an aversion to
rourtroom scones, expecta us to
)} In too many gaps as to how
Stons beat the murder rep.

Van Sant (who made the simi-
larly maddening “My Pr-
vate Idaho") gives us one wink
too many in showing us how par-
cantic and clover this wholo ex-
erclse Is. “To Die For” len't the
first dark comudy to lambaste the
evil of the telovision mindset,
and, dospite some clover

moments, it's certeinly not the
best.

To lcave o message for John
Monaghan, diol 853-2047, mail-
box number 1868, on a touch-tone
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Hip: Even
while they
were dating,
Larry (Matt .
Ditlon) knew
Suzanne
(Nicole Kid-
man) was the
girl ke was
going to mar-
ryin “Ta Die
For.”

Kenny Haves
phone, fax him o note ot §91-7279,
ar write him in care of Entertain-
mant, Obscrver & Eccentric News-
papers, 36281 Schoolcraft, Livonia
ﬂlllﬁ_ﬂ;
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“AMERICAN QUILT' IS ONE OF THE BEST MOVIES IN YEARS!
0US. DO YOURSELF A FAVOR AND GO!"

. ENTAK PREVIEWH /ADC WORLD NEWS
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