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City slickers |

L peaked a couple of years ago and has gone
the way of Lyle Lovett (remember Julia

Roberts® ex?), you better dust the trail dirt off your

boots and polish up your spurs because cowboy

clothing is still the rage.

“We have a new customet who is sampling prai-
rie skirts, denim shirts, moccasins and toaled
leathes belts,” says Kelly Cottone of Arizona
Saddlery, 1687 S. Woodward in Blrm!ingham.
*Professional people are buying distressed does-
Lin boots that are as fine and supple as their beat
dress shoes and they even gander up to the Stet.

son display. The only thing they shy away from is
the fringed sucde jacket”

Prairie party

Cottane cited the recent Oakland Family See-
vices Great Western Roundup as a particularly
good weekend for sales. Hundreds of city stickers
sidled into the store for fancy western party duds
and Cottone believes she made a belicver out of
some of the novices. Once you're hooked on line
dancing and barbeque, there's no turmning

eat you think the country/western craze

back.Cottone's sister Linda Lee Leannals man-
ages the Ari-
T K BRG] zona Saddlery
g 3 pr:] location in

| chester, and she
shared ber picks
for this fall's
hottest western
wrear. Some-
times hot items
are defined by celebrities like the Brooks & Dunn
(lame shirt ($47.95) made (smous by Gerth'e al-
bum cover and his concert appearances. Ellen
Barkin posed for photos in Allure magazine
wearing a Gueel leather belt with a horse bit buc-
kle. That photo gencrated so many calls that Ari-
rona Scddlery now makes a simitar belt while you
wait and their custom design is around $150 com-
pared to Gucci's $325.

Other popular items include “Mo™ Bettn collar-
less shirts in Qzshy motifs ($56.95), Bay-Apache
distressed, oiled boots in various skins from shark
o kangaroo ($195-$260), bone belts made of cow
boge. baffalo hom, glass and silver ($125), and ac-
cessories like ailver boot straps ($26.95) and tips.

Days gone by

Arizona Saddiery bossts over 30 different styles
of cowboy hats and offers custom steaming of
creases if you Inherited your y's 0ld

This yrar's March of Dimes fun-
draiser comblines community, com-
puters, and celebrity company, 1o o3
the fight against infant mortality and
birth defects.

Fimst, there's a cocktail panty to
kick-off the event at I"arisian Depart-
ment Store, Laurcl Patk Place in
Livonio. Next, is the 8th annual four-
day Jail and Bail Program. And lnat,
but definintely not leant, is *Jocks in
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When you grow up with a mother
who is 1 school principal, and a father
who teaches music, the ocademic
world surely beckons. But for soft-
spoken, low-keyed Eric Gaskina, YA
the future was Seventh Ave., and his
own couttre husiness.

Sophisticated style: Designer
Eric Gashins builds an archi-
tectural quality into his crea-
tions with texture, form and
color.

By SusaN DEMAGGIO

By WheTrn

‘Two major benefits for victims of
domestic violence take place next
Thursday, Oct. 19, hosted by Liz
Claibomne and Jules Schubot Jewell-
e,

Focusing on ‘the work of HAVEN

Maﬂs host jail

The Mother's March for Dimen was never this
fun! Beginning Oct. 10, the March of Dimes an-
nual fundeaiser features a cocktall party, Jall and
Bail, and the Internet!

Cyberjail” or pledge raising on the In-
ternet.

+Jal} and Bail is the chanco for you
to get revenge on n snoring hushand,
a televinion remote junkic, or a forget-
ful co-worker, while ralsing money for
the March of Dimes,” zald spokea-
woman Margaret Champine.

Jull and Bait takes pluce Tuesday,
Oct. 17, through Friday, Oct. 20, st
scven “jail" locations: Tel-Twelve

"“Yes, I guess you'd think I'd be a
teacher,” he said during a recent
trunk show at Jacohaun's in Birming-
ham where he busily measured and
it customers in his winter collection.

“But, when ) was a teen, 1 became
fascinated with the glamour and the
clothing in Vogue magazine, which
1'd look through eflter sthool with my
twin sister. We'd pick out things we
liked and didn't like, and I guess
those fashion images hed a profound
effect on me.”

The German-born and Mossachu-
setts-bred designer said he knew he
wanted to create wamen's clothing
since he was 16, He pursued an art/
fashion degree at Kenyon College in
Gambier, Ohlo, and after graduatl

Mall in Southfield, Wonderland Mall
in Livenia, Arborland Mall in Ann
Arbor, Macomb Mall In Roseville,
Reanlasance Center in Detroit, The
Eatery In Flint, and the Frenchtown
Mal! in Monroe.

For a $25 fee to the March of
Dimes, the “jailblrd™ of your cholca
will bo picked up at work or a public
locatlon, and transported by March of
Dimes Pallce to the closest jail uite.
Once In the “March of Dimes Court
of Law,” the accused goes beforo a
“March of Dimes Judge™, Ball is st
and the jallbled is mnl_cnc'cd to one

-bail for March Of Dimes

and co-workers to ralse bait in the
form of pledges to the March of
Dimes.

All inmates are released and ro-
turned to their normal day after raia-
ing their ball or spending one heur in
jail — whichever comes first. Call
1810) 423-3200 to book your pick-up,
or fax (810) 422-3229.

New twists to the campaign aro the
cocktall party and use of the Obaorver
& Eccentric Newspapers On Line
Network to ralse additlonal funds to
fight birth defects.

hour “hard tabor” — 1 use of
the tolcphone to call famlly, friends,

several deslgn jobs, He launched hln
first labeled callection in 1887,

“I like claeslc. I like clean,” ho ex-
plained his design phllosophy. “I
want my customeru to bo able to wear
the clothing they buy from mo for
more than one season. I chose to de-
slgn for women because their feshion
can be more creative, fun and inter-
cating than menswear. § use couture
fabric from Europe in my collections
hecaure it {a tho best.” '

An Eric Gaskina original dress can
cost anywhere from $800 to $2,600.
Lois Walts of Dloomficld Hils cx-
plalned why she wears Gaskina® de-
signa.

“I bought some things from his
spring collection and I always felt
very well dressed In them,” she ex-
plained. *They're beautiful, Fun. Not
trendy. I can wear them years from
now, 30 they're a good investment.”

Geakins' designs are sold in fino
:lcmrtmcnt stores anc! apecialty

apprenticed in Paris as on assistant
to Givenchy!

“] was part of o whole group of
young designers who worked on draw-
ings for his licensed accessory lines.
Not many of my designs were selected
for use, but what an experience! [ cre-
ated all day long,” he reminisced.

Back in the states by 1981, Gaskins
continued to sherpen his skilla with

(Oekland County’s program for vic-
tims of domestic violence, acxual as-
ssult snd child abuse), Schubot
Jewellers of Troy presents “It's Hot!
1t's Gold!™ from 6-9 p.m. at the store
on Big Beaver at Coolidge.

Ticketa arc $35 per person and in-
clude cocktalls, hors d'ocuvres, and a

ike Jacob
New York, Saks Fifth A 3
Sherm, Linda , Neiman

Marcus and Lord and Taylor. Celeb-
ritica who wear his clothes includs
Melanie Griffith, Vanessa Williama
and Matlah Carey.

Gaskins enlista old-world couture
techniques to insure quality and con-
aistency in his creations, His fall col-
lection includes pure, sophisticated

Retailers aim at family violence
with benefits for women’s shelters

Jjeweley fashion show highlighting the
designe of the world's most renown
jewelry creators Omar Torres (formee-
1y with Bulgari and Van Cloef and Ar-
pel), Hidalgo, Old World Chain, An-
drew Meyer and Kurt Wayne. Torres
and Hldalgo will make personal ap-
pearances at the benefit. For tickets,
call Schubot's at {810) 649-1122,

Seo MALLS, 7B

Eric Gaskins couture: clean and classic

styles in satin, slik and linen crepes
and chiffons, with subtle mizes of col-
ora, thapes and graphics. Silver lurex
1ends shimmer as It threads through
sheer organta and merges into metal-
Yic-burst brocades.

With a stafl thet now numbers 10,
Guoakings sald he feels like o real busi-
nessman on Fridoys when he must
make payroll for folks with famllles
that depend on him. “That's pres.
sure,” he said. I worry about that

Sotin sizzle: This Gashins
strapless cvening gown sells
for $1,375 in lavender blue.

Stetson that needs a little refurbishing.

Thinking of gettin® hitched? Lesnnis’ store dis-
plays three diffcrent styles of wedding gowns, all
Lsce and all under $500. They are embellished
with cxystel frings and appliques, and come com-
plete with » cowboy bat trailing A loog =hite train,

Main ot § and 4 p.m. (repeatod Oct. 1081 20nd B
p.m.); Chantreuze Asw Fountain performs 408 tunes
61 6 p.m. 31 Pyraouth Cofice Basn, 884 ;
19408 memornb&ln 6n Gy 0 downtown shop
Windaws; waiking Lowr ¢f 1940 neightorhoods,
fmaps avatabia £t parnitipating estsbishments.

Retailers can submit announcements of upcoming
eventsand p ions for A A i

deadline is the Wednesday before publication on
Monday. Send the facta to: Malls & Mainstreets,
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 805 E, Maple,
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