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Another tough loss for Farmington

By
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In Lauri Niskanon's football
coaching career, he nover wit.
nessed rs unusual an occurrence
a8 he did early in the fourth quar-
ter Friday.

Trailing 10-7 ot Weatland John

Glenn, the visiting Falcona were °

sot to punt whon ths anap from
center hit the halfback’s shoulder,

Glenn took possession of the
ball at the Farmt 34-yard

. | FCOTBALL

Glenn looked lwmpressive on
both sldes of the ball and iike &
team thet had left bohind a 2120
foss to Walled Lake Central s
week carller.

‘The Rockets were led by 8-foot-
6 sealor taliback Jay Jackson,
who carried 28 times for 172 yards
and lcnred both touchdowns,
Justin Berent

line end scored five plays later to
tako 2 17-7 lead, which alwo
proved to bo the final score.

“I've nover seen that; I'm not
sure what happened,” Niakaren
aaid. “I'm not sure If the upback
wes lined upa fow Inches nﬂ or
what."

1t's beon that 1ype of the year
for the Falcons, as the loss offi-
clally eliminated them from
Lakes Divialon and state playoft
contention, .

Parmington s 2-4 overall and
1-3 in the division.

‘The Rockets, on the other
hand, are allve and well at 3-1In
the division and 6-1 overall.

quarterbacked a fMawless Glenn
offense, which compllod 304 yards

impressive, 14-play drive that ate
up 5:62, Binkooky put tho Falcons
on the board with a 3-yard TD
run (his 14th of the yoar), and
senior Jon Hoad added the extra
point.

The score remalned 7-7 as Pal-
ing missed a 29-yard fleld goal at-
tempt just prioz to halftime,

Glonn took the eecond-half
kickoff and a 10-7 lead on 6 21-
yard Paling field gonl,

The turning point was the bad
snop on the punt that sct up
Glonn's final score ~ an 11-yard

hdown run by Jackson.

without
He completed elght o! lﬂ passes
for 77 yards.

The Glenn defensa did its job,
holding the Falcons to 153 yards
{48 in the second hall). Farming-
ton’s Jake Slskosky, who entored
the game averaging 172 rushing
ynrd.l, wes held to 69 on 21 at-
tem)

Mur a scoreless firat quarter,
Glenn had a six-play, 40-yard
scoring drive that Jackeon capped
with a 16-yard run up the middle,
Junlor Steve Paling kicked the
extra peint.

Farmington countered with an

The Falcans wenn't finished pa
Nick Latra returned the cnsulng
kickofY to the Glenn 46.

Farmington drove to the Glenn
13, but senior safety Inn Wade
¢nded hopes of a Farmington
comeback when he Intercepted
Tim Streit’s pass at tho 3.

‘Though defected, Niskanen was
pleased with hia team's offort.

“Our kids played their hearta
out, and thll is the sccond year in
a row we'va plnyed them tough,”
Niskanen sald. “Our goal now is
to win our final three games and
finish 5-4.”

Stevenson defense stops North, 13-0

BY DAN O'MEARA
BIAYY WRITER

Livonis Stevenson used timely
defense and opportuniatic offense
to defeat host North Farmington
13-0 Saturday.

The victory keepa the Spartans
atop tho Lakes Divislon with a 4-
0:record and scta up u showdown
with Westland John Glenn for the
tifle.
+Stevenaon (5-1) took sdvantage
of a North miscue to ncore its first
touchdown In the sccond quarter.

“The Raiders, 0-4 and 1.5, at-
tempted a fake-punt run at their
own 35, but Stevenson ntopped it
cold.

‘Wae checked out of it, and the
(center) didn’t hear it; ho unapped
tho ball to the wrong person,”
North coach Jim O'Leary sald.

“What are you going to do?
Kids meko mistakes. We still
came back In the ;..a:.‘.d halfend
had a chance to win.

Stevenson nnodod six plays to
reach tho end zone, with Gade
Clark going 15 yerds for the

hd 4

and Jason
klcklnlthu PAT,

Tho Spartans had all but five of
thelr 179 totsl yards on tho
ground as Clark gained 113 on 22
carries and Todd Ayres added 62
on nine. Dean Bacheller complet-
ed ono of soven pasaes,

Stevenson got the ball again at
the North 45 and led 13-0 at half-
time when Ayres ran 22 yards to
sct up his l-yard TD run with
1:24 remaining.

The Raiders controlled the ball
for most of the third period and
had a TD pass called back when
Rich Bea! stepped out of bounda
and came back into play.

North had a first down at the
Stevenson 1 on its sccond posses-
slon, but the Spartans stopped
thres runs for nogative yardage
end an end-xone pass was incom-
plete.

Tho Ralders had  another
chonce when Beal acooped a fum.
ble at the Stevenson 10, but the
Spartans stulfed North again on
four straigbt plays.

“Wo hed three good smdng
chances and didn't

Hawks have clo

One of the Liggest football upsets
of the nesson was averted Baturdey
when state-ranked Farmlngtan Hills
Harrison raltled n the final two
minutes to beat Livonia Franklin,
22:21.

Benior tailback Jason Granger,
held to his loweat rushing totsl of
the scason (99 yards In 27 carzies),
scored on & 19-yard run with 1:45 ro-
tmaining to give Harrizon the win.

‘The Hawka (4-0, 6-1) clinched at
Teast a tio for Jta 13th Wester Divi-
sion titlein 14 yearw

Fesnklin (0-4, 1-5) jumped out to
8 8.0 first-quarter fead on a 23-yard
field goal by Brandon Bell and & 1-
yard quarterback ancak by Dave
MtMH]]tn (set up by Alan Shekari.
an’s fumble recovery).

On the first play of the second pe-
riod, Granger had a 2-yard TD run,
but Frankiin moved ahead 15-7 later
in the quarter on McMullen's 28-

yard scoring pass to Pau! Terek.

se call, 22-21

A key play occurred in the third
quarter when Ed Hight blocked »
punt, setting up Geanger's 6-yard
touchdewn run. The Hawks
the two-point conversion, but went
on top 16-16 later in the perlod on
Kyle Vessell's 34.yard fleld goal.

In the fourth quarter, Franklin
sophomors tailback Anthony Grech
(119 yards In 27 carries) capped an
60-yard, 13-play drive with & 3-yard
TD run, but Grech was stopped &
yard shy on tho two-point play.

Harrison ‘bad 276 tote) yards.
Kevin Bambenek was 14 of 23 for
163 yards, and Ricky Bryant had
three catches for 42 yards,

Franidin had a total of 216 yards.
McMullen was six of 11 for 76.

Harrison's Jeff Ascholf intorcept-
ed & pass to end Franklin's last
chance. Steve Shal
with seven salo tackles and five as-

sists.

£t
out of it,” O'Leary mld “The kids
have played hard tho last three
wetks and have nothing to show
for It, but I''n so proud of them.

They might not have a lot of tal-
ent, but thoy have a Iot of heart.”

Stevenson held the ball for 14
cotsecutive plays and scemed
headed for another score, but the
drive ended with the team’s third
fumble at the North 20,

“You're not going to mistako us
for a fine Gorman timepiece,” Ste-
venson coach Tim Gabel said.

“What's frustzating s we obvi-
ously ployed hard, beeause the

defenso had to hold them out of

the cnd zone a couple times.

“When you're making mis-
takes, it looks like the coaching
staff {en't doing an)ﬁ:lng. It looks
like wo haven't practi

North had 220 total ynrd- 0
cutgaln Stevensen. Brad Rivers
was 11 of 27 passing for 124 yards,
with a third of that coming on n
fate drive, and John Lessway
rushed 14 times for 72 yards.
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