brightens
Saab’s
profit

group, which further
enhances road feel,
responsiveness and
handling. The turbo
models also have 16-
inch all-season radi-
als, an audio
upgrade and stylish
rear spoiler.

Safety features on
the 900 coupe
include driver’s- and

‘passenger’s-side
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sport suspension Even thh the

rear seat folded up,
the cargo capacity of
the trunk is nearly
50 cubic feet. The
audio system also
features a volume
control that lowers
or increases auto-
matically as the
speed of the car
increases or decreas-
es.

The new genera-

i . airbags, anti-lock tion of Saab 900
| pICture brakes, three-point coupe is a solid, styl-
vertible starts at way with the ease of seatbelts for all five ish vehicle. It can
$31,990, with a fully an eagle. passengers and front accommodate a sin-
ROAD equlpped SE with V- But for the extra and rear crumple gle person as well as
By Anne Fracassa test O engine topping out $5,000-plus, the.16- zones. The car meets a famxly and do the
Avanti NewsFeatures By at $38,490. valve 2.0-liter turbo 1997 side-impact job in style and com-
Anne Backed by a natu- engine that produces standards. fort usually reserved
BRASELTON, Ga. Fracassa rally aspirated 2.3- 185 horses at 5500 Doors open a full for the bigger

— Officials from liter 4-cylinder pow- rpm can make the 9 inches wider than sedans.

Saab Cars USA say
the company expects §1
to turn a profit for
the first time in six
years based on the
1995 900 3-door
coupe and 900 con-

vertible.

Saab plans to sell
3,700 900 coupes
and 4,500 convert-
ibles. Both cars are
built on the same

agsembly line as the
900 5-door in
Trolthattan, Sweden.

The 3-door comes
in $2,500 cheaper
than its predecessor
with a base price of
$22,960, with the
turbo going for
$28,100. The con-

erplant (a derivitive
of the Saab 900
engine), the base 900
coupe produces a
respectable 150
horsepower at 5700
rpm. Mated to a 5-
speed manual trans-
mission, the 900
coupe is in control of
the road, taking to
winding roads or
straightaway high-

old ticker race a bit.

Fast at takeoffs
and solidly confident
during passing, the
turbo option is one
to consider. This
engine has the high-
est horsepower out-
put of any 900 previ-
ously offered by
Saab.

The turbo pack-
age also includes a

the previous 900
model, making it
even easier to get in
and out of. Other
unique features
include a telescoping
steering wheel, cen-
ter pass-through in
the rear to accommo-
date surfboards or
skis and a 40/100
split rear seat for
larger loads.

Anne Fracassa is
semor

editor of Avanti
NewsFeatures.

If you'd like to sce a par-

ticular model tested or if
you have a_car question,
send Anne Fracasa a mes-

sage at AVANTI 1054,

Avanti's America Online
mailbox.. Or comment
through the Internct at
AV 1054@aol.com
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