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No research to back ‘charter school’

uapleion confllrmed: The *“now
majerity"” on the State Board of
S Educatlon has no rescarch to

back up {ts repeatad assertionn that
“chartor schools” and the “market-
p}pce" wilt improve education. They
simply repeat their idcological mantras
without citing a shred of evidunco to

' aupport Lhem.

?I‘hu “now mejority* Is headed by
State Board president Clark Durant.
Hin No. 2 |s Marilyn Lundy. Both are
Distroit-area Republicans. Durant's
kdy aide is Michael David Warren, a
lawyer fram Southfield who is edminis-
trhtive assistant to the board.

:None haa eny cxpericnce on a public
schoel beard er in public schoal ad.
ministration. It shows.

:Othera in the “new majori ty," anitis
charitably calted, are Gary Wolfram of
Ell' sdale, Sharon Wise of Owosso ond

sontially Durant’s Tory backbenchers,

to borrow the parliamentury torm,
‘Durant couldn't attend, but Warren

and Lundy appnlnmd ata Sept. 28 fo-

they hope to make, Thoy were asked to
cite any resoarch that shows tho mar-
kotptace will woed out bad schools ond
let. good ones survive. N

1 ook at the history of western ci;'l- '

(ization,” Warren began, citing the
Eastern Bloc’s collective fanns that
failed to produce encugh food. He an-
swered the question with two ques-
tions: “Why don’t we apply tho same
principle that we une in every other
part of our lives? Why don’t we think
about applying tho market?” He clted
no cducational research.

Lundy said, “Wo aro the only free
country that doesn't allow cholco in «d-
ucation.” She never addressed the
question — not surprising from one
who sces “na evidence” of ovolution.
{No, it wasn'‘t I who shouted “baloney”
at her)

Research is important with new
pecdurtz, Americs dossn’t taat naw
drugs to the marketplace; it requires
much testing before n new drug moy bo
sold, West of Milford is a proving
grounds whero General Motors tests

hicles before marketing them; it's o

rdm in Bl on the chang

good way to avoid more lawsuits,

Our stato Department of Tranepa:-
tation tests many kinds of yellow paint
on the highways before it buys one that
will be used for lane markers; it doesn't
blindly trust the marketplace. Qur vet-
eringrian wouldn't perform a ligament
operation on the Head Poodle’s knee
wntil he had practiced first on ca-
daunrs,

Outside the Stato Beard of Educa-
tion meeting room on the fourth floor
of the Hannah Building in Lansing is o
rack of research pamphlets. Educators
do research on technology in the class-

room, parental involvement, carly
childhood literacy, hl‘gb u!’-mol nrnlho-
ng

claims

its ¢cnrollment.” pu
*Chat’s preciscly what Durant is ad-

logics, evon “integ and
human services™ — a pet idea of Gov.
John Engler. Yet the “new majority”
proposes to expose kida to charter
academies without rescarch and test-
ing.

It 20 huppens there is rescarch on
sachaol privatizstion, which is where
the charter schioo! rnovement is head-

ing. It comes out of Chile smd was re-

ported in the September NEA Today, 8
magazino of the National Education
Association. Sure, NEA fs n union, but
it hos dono some research; Durant,
Lundy and Warren don't even use the
word.

‘The article by Fred J. Solowey says
Chile’s military government in 1979
with “government decrees tuming all
public schools over to icipaliti

ing: local contro), ensing of cortifi-

catlon rules, the money following the
child,
Chilc's resulis: large class sizes,
170,000 dropouts in Santiago, frozen
per-pupil allocations {allcgedly to en-
courage collapse of public achools and
total privatization), no paid timo for

1 ' sncenti

preparation, no i
for teachers to do graduate work,
1 ing acecas of ing-class chii-
dren to higher edueation.

Give NFA credit: It did its home-
work and has offered something resem-
bling research. As self-centered 23
NEA imay be, it deserves far mores re-
spect than the “new majority” on the
State Board of Education, which val-
ues unproven, untested and unwashed
ideological slogans above experience

and nuthorizing a new kind of school
— the private subsidized, or “mixed
scheul.” Anyone could start a mixed
school. “It didn’t matter if they had the
proper infrastructure or hygiene. .
_Each schoal, be it public or mixed, got
money from the government based on

ond fact.

Marketplace forces don't teach kids.
Teachers teach kids.

Tim Richard reports on the local im-
plications of state and regional events.
Hia Touch-Tone voice mail number is
(313) 953-2047 ext. 1881,

High 1Q kids

y husband and I read with great
m interest tho article entitled
R *Parents choose new school
path" Aug. 28.
+As the parenta of fivo children, at
Icast one of whom has tested an “'giRt-

" ed,” we found very few anewers when

aceking to place our child in a school to
bdst meet his needs. Interestingly, our
oldest son spent three years at one of

" the parochial schools mentioned in

your article, and for two out of the

" threo yenrs ho was considercd a prob-
© lem,

"Though hie was nearly an all-A stu-
dent, teachers complained that ho
“didn't follow directions,” and “didn’t
pay attention.” Puzzled, wo had him
tested and were told that he was of

I “very superior intelligence” and likely

bored and under-challenged, a com-
pllnint echoed by some of the perents in

Facts justify fear: Young
drivers need experience

y younger son, Nathan, is 13. He's al-
ready looking forward to driving a car.
. And my wife Kathy and 1 aro — well —

nervous.

" Any parent who has watched a teenagee drive

the article.

Even with this knowledge, the school
did virtually nothing to saccommodate
his leaming needs, Instead, he vas
treated 88 n “square peg.” and began to
internalize feclings of inferiority and
law self-esteem,

Wo have learned that kome gifted
children are as out of their clement in-
tellectually In the “normal” school sys-

Having more diseipline and greater
emphasis on academics does not neces-
sarily mean the chlld’s nceds are being
met. My son suffered for two agonizing
yenra fecling he didn’t fit in and was
stupld, when in fact he is very bright.

e wos considered a problem, an
mentioned, because he “danced to a
different beat,"” and, in fact, could not
conform with the rigid, uncompromis-

tem as o child of 1 1y lower
1Q would be In the anme situation.
And, unfortunately, as we have come to
learn, not all private schools can ac-
commodate these children’s nezds. As
a result, these kids suffer immeasur-
ably.

We nre writing to advise parents of

ptionally Intelligent children to

pay closa attention to the treatment
their child receives in tho parochial
school, Indeed, hing an intell

ing dards of the achool, He came
home from school depressed every day,
and we could not continue to subject
him to such pain. Ho jved 1

appears happy and interested when he
returns from school each day, he feels
accepted as he ig, and that his opini

Mitch and Kathie Boguslawski
F

armingion Hills

matter and are respected. In short, his
self-esteem is improving by leaps and
bounds.

Although the cost is greater than
many arca parochial schools, it is well
worth the monctary investment to give
¢his child what is due him and all chil-
dren: o quality education.

During our search for the “right”

school, I might add that I spoke to sev- -

Vodeonbl

eral ed k inthe

ing to help him deal with his negative
feelings about himself, and we were en-
ged by tho child psychologist to
enroll him in a schoo! for gifted chil-
dren.
As a result, we rescarched gifted
school'!, and now he is in attendanco at

ally talented child from public to pri-

vate is not a panacea.

P a private school for gift-
«d children In Farmington Hills. So far,
the differences have been dramatic. He

area of gifted programs, who feel that
the current state of affairs in terms of
gifted programs for Farmington school
thildren is sadly lacking.

Progroms such as “'Delta™ were de-

o wanted to write and express

Lights the way
our support for Raymond Du-

w bin's article * Districting

Woces Listed"” (Community Life, Sept.
14}

By stating the focts, ho clearly illus-
trated the injustices happening to our
children. A seven-mile ane-way trip to
classes with fewer books and increased
teacher-student ratios is a far cry from
the expectations of young families who
recently moved to the arca.

Our tax dollars should be supporting

scribed as insuffi and the neight
for those of higher intelligence/ereativ-
ity levels,

Thank you for the opportunity to
voice our concerns.

hood schools that our chil-
dren attend. Raymond Dubin is fight-
ing a fight that we can't afford to lose.
Lisa and Dan Sperling, Fnrmlnlgﬂuiln
5

off into the gathering dusk has felt the gnawing
dread of the late-night phone call that their
child has had an accident and is injured or
dead. .

i The fear Is justified by the facts.

' Natlonally, drivers under age 20 make up
around 5.5 pereent of tho driving population,
yat they account for 12.6 percent of drivers in
Tatal crushes and more than 14 percent of driv-
era in all accidents. Fully 40 percent of 16-year-
old drivers have an accident that requires n po-
tite report.

.The Michigan statistics ara similar. Drivers
under 20 account for about 8 percent of tho
atate’s Heonsen, But these young drivers ac-
count for more (han 12 percent of all crashes, 16
percent of crashes involving injurics and 13 per-
cent of alf fatality accidenta.

:How come? Most likely explanation in that
young drivers simply lack tho experience behind
the whoel to deal effectively with difficult driv-
ing situations.

EAﬁm all, unter the curront Michigan licens-
ing system, & 18.yenr-old who han completed an
approved driver training course — usually 30
hours class time and six hours bohind the wheel
-2 can get a full driving liconse. Gotting a Joan-
ec's parmit for a 15-year-old fo oven canler; 10
hours In the classroom and two hour of driving
{ristruction,

“Thet’s not much. “Parents have tha mistaken

1 notlon that driver's cducation teaches kids how

w:drlvo," anid Patricin Waller, director of the
Upiversity of Michigan T ftation Insti-
tyte. “All it doos is give you the rudimentary
training to learn how to drive.”

And if state Rop. Dan Gustafson, R.Wit.

-Ihrooton, has his way, young peoplo will noed to

hiwve a lot tnors experince heforo they are fully
Yibenasd to drive. Gustufson is the main sponsor
of a bill reportod out of the House Transporta-

y

tion Committes last waek, It would:

B! Lower Lthe age to enroll in driver tralning from

.18 yeats to 14 years, nine months. '

@ Require kids while enrolled In driver tralning
td log 60 hours of driving with & parent o logal
guardlan In tho car..

8 Allow rostrictod liconses for 10.year-olds only
r paaging a stats-approvod road tests, (The

& But ihs59 young drivers ac-
count for moro than 12 porcent of
all crashes, 18 percent of
crashes involving Injuries and 13
percent of ail faiality accldents.

RS Nminated

in 19580.)
0 Raise tho eligible age foran unrestricted li-
cense to 17, but only for those who have had no
acctdents for the prior slx montha.

Sounds pretty tough and, at least to my ycars,
protty good.

It also sounds protty complicated and hard to
keep track of, especially since most of tho rulea
are on the honor system. I couldn’t got a lot of
police officials to comment on the bill, I suspect
becnuso they'ro reluctant to add a lot of dotail
when officers pull young peoplo over for an in-
fraction.

Doug Cruce, former state senator from the
Birminghom-Tray dictrict and aponsor of the
state mandatory soatbeit law, had an interost.
ing petspective for thoto parents who.seo drlv-
Ing around with thelr kids for 50 hours as a
burden. “1 don't see It as a huge burden. Any
parent who says it opons thomaselves up foran
mmature driver in the family to get hurt.”

Despito ita complexity, I hops Rop. Gustal-
son's bill becomes lew. :

Nathan won't ke it, But Kathy and I do, and
1t must might make thosa long evenings dread-
ing the late phone call a littls casier to bear.

road test

was

Phil Power is chairmon of tha company that
cuns this newspeper. His Touch-Tone voice
mail number is (319} 953-2047 ext. 1880..
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Kemper Securities is now EVEREN Securities.

We've taken ninety years of investment
experience and created an independent,
employee-owned investment secusities firm.

At EVEREN we offer an entrepreneurial spirif and
a new level of intense personal service.

As one of America's largest securitles firms with 150 offices
coast 10 coast, we keep one thing in mind:

The better we do for you, the better we'll do.

Call 1-800-2-EVEREN today for more information.

‘SECURITIES
. A vested interest n your success.

Atember NYSE and other principal exchanges. Member SIPC,
- 1995, EVEREN Securitles, Inc,




