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1st time buyers want big yards, small price

Firat-time houss buyers want
maony of the samo featuren In a
houao that trade.up buyers want
— u largo lot, a two-car garage,
walk-In closcta and bay windows
— but aren't willing to poy a blg
price, sccording to a survey by the
Natlonal Associstion of lome
Buildors,

Rontars who plannod to buy
their Mrat house in tho near future
wero surveyed on their housing
destren, One feoture they definito-
1y, want In u hiouso they buy is olg.
nificantly mere space than thoy
hiave in their rental accommoda-
tlons, a median of 1,900 square
foot versus 1,000 square feot, The
smaller slze is one reason first-
titne buyers are willing to pay a
lot lcsn then trade-up buyers — a
medien price of just $87,000 com-
pared to $120,200.

» 'The top five priorities for first-
tine house huyers wero enorgy ef-
fiddency, a blg lot, lcss crims, 2
Yetter noighborhood and less
nuise.

1 The top fivo priorities for first-time houso
buyars were anergy officiency, a big lot, leas
crime, & batter nolghborhood and lass nolso.

For a newly bullt house, flret-
time buyers sald that quality of
workmanehlp, nelghborhood, cn.
ergy foetures, bullder's reputa-
tlon, warranty, exterfor appear-
ance, echools, location to work
and location to shopping were i)
impartant to them.

Forty percent of renters who
plan to buy prefer a two-story
house, 36 percent want a single-
story houso and 13 porcent profer
a split level. When asked if thoy
wonted & full t t (at a

and 17 pereont opting for a half
basemont.

Asked whether thoy were will-
ing to give up space in one past of
the house far more apaco clsc-
where, more than half eaid they
want a larger family room Instead
of a larger living room and moro
Jlving room space to dinkng room
space. Sixty-two percent sald they
would not be willing to give up
bedroom space for either bath-
room of group activity space,

Polential buyers want a house
fillod with amenitics, particularly
a washer/dryer, linen closet, addl-
tlonal bathroom, central alr con.
ditloning, walk-in clossts, 'mi-
crowave oven, dishwashsr, pantry,
security system and fireplace.

Reflecting the current trend
toward kitchen/family room com-
binatlons, 45 percent said they
prefer the kitchen and family
room to be adjacent and visually
open but with a divider.

1n the kitchen, the most desired
feature is @ large countertop fol-
lowed by e walk-in_pantry, spe-
clal-use storage ond a bay win-
dow, Cablinets definitely beat out
kitchen windows -~ neatly threo-
quarters of the respondents said
they would prefer more wall cabi-

netn to edditional windows in the
kitchen, For an esting ares, most
poople prefer s space for ¥ table
with chairs,

The mejority of potential
buyera prefer two bathrooms (46
percent), although nearly ss many
{40 percent) want moro than two.
Forty-nine porcent prefer three
bedrooms, while 38 percent want
four bedrooms.

For thair first house, ebout 25
percent of the respondents said
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they were not willirg to pay more
than $60,000 to $79,999, and an-
other 20 percent wero willing to
pay betwoen $80,000 and $99,99E
Only 18 peroent wero willing ta
pay $1560,000 or moce. R

To maka tho houss more afford-
able, renters seid they would be
willing to live farther from work,
have a omaller lot, buy an eX-
pandable house and accept fower
amentities,

$10,000 promium), a half base-

ment (at $5,000) or no b
at all, six out to 10 respondenta
wanted a basemnent, with 43 per-
cont specifying a full basement
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