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Educator compares public and private schools

apour  Thiscolumn s
FAMILIES prepared by Alice
R, McCarthy,

h.D., who
invited Dr. Hel
ene Mills, princi-
. pol of Birming-

ham Sseahoim
High School, to
be 6 guest colum-
niat this week,

Q. Plonso ex-
plain to me

. ALICE
1 McCARTHY
———
what Gov. Engler and tho state

board of oducation are plannlng
for public educstion. I'm

E.Z., Birmingham

: You need to bo aware of the

apy changes that bave taken
place in public education aince
Gov. Engler and the stato board of
education took over the funding of
pLblic achoots isst year. Tho Im-
pact of these changes and other
modifications currently being

id th at the leglalati

and board of oducation level
could dramatically change our lo-
cal public schools,

Reasons  atatod for these
changes include equity, competi-
tion and cholcs, All educators
agreo with the concept of equity.
We want to encourage our legiata.
tors and stats bosrd members to
uso the exemplary nchools, Bir

iy Bloomfield and

r:onl\ued.

atudents aro accopted and en-
sured of an opportunity to devel-
op thelr ltadom{:dpoumld - no
matter how limited that potential
may be, I havo no problem com-
peting as long os the private and/
or charter schools have to follaw

School. She writes widely for edu-
cational journals and has hed reg-
wlur columnas in the Detroit Free
Press. She is octive in the Michi-
fon Assuclation  of Secondary
School Principals and was presi-
dent of the Ockland County

the asme rules and the
o

same responsibilition as do the -

public schools.

‘The Blrm!nghem Schools have
long been recoxnized nationwide
for their excollence, Money moga-
2ine, for examp!s, wrots an article
in October 1994 reporting oo ta
findings related to an extensive
study of private and public
schools. It concluded, “Given the
facts about publlec and private
schools, wa belleve you got the
best value for your education dot-
lars at a top public school.” It
named New Tricr High School in
Iilinois and the Birmingham high
schools ax its ezamplen of excel-
lent public schools.

Therefare, I am ready for choice
i all schools must ablde by the
same rule book, muat accept any
student desiring to attend, must
scheduls the hours to completo
tho Stato Proficiency Tests into
their school calendar and must
follow all of the sccreditation and
P.A. 25 laws. But if publlc achools
aro required to accept all appli-
cants no matter what thelr limita-
tions may be, then I abject to tho

i 1 the public schools

and other
Michigan schools (they them-
selves have identified these), a9
models for all other public

aro required to take tests dee
nigned to challenge both the stu-
dents and the curriculum and
then are compared with easler

achools. Choice and
however, need to ba carefully con-
sidored befors toklng steps that

tests taken at private or charter
schools, then 1 also object to the

could ruin cur Mich-
igan public schoals,
‘The state hes different cxpecta-

tions for public and privete
gchools. Publle schools must
demonstrate proficlency through
weeks of state testing, must com-
mit hours of teacher time to
school improvement planning and
must fullill othor expectations
outlined in P.A. (Public Act) 25.
Publlc schools must meet de-
‘mands of many other timo-con-
‘zuming and coatly activities as e
result of stato laws.

:> On the other hand, private and
charter schools can epend time
‘and moncy any way they see fit.
‘Qnly the public schools are re-
‘quired to provide an education to
students, no matter how meny
‘problems that student may have.
.an added Lurden shouldersd by
‘public achools In Michigan is the
‘provision of busing for the privats
:schools in their arca. Finally, the
‘sery nature of publle education is
‘that it is meant to bo public — all

Imagine an athletlc event where
one team fs told to acoept all
players no metter what thelr play-
ing ability, skl)ls and handicops,
while the other is allowed to re.
crult players ond oxclude others.
Jmagine the rules being different
for the game itself. Such a game
under such preposterous condli-
tiona would bo totally unfalr. 1
will ba more than happy to com-
pete as long as tho playing fleld is
level.

Let's not retire an ecxcellent
public school team which has
served its students and communi-
ty woll. Let's oncourage our stata
board to give us a lovel playlng
field. Granted oqual expectations,
wo nro confident that we can com-
pots in the educational arens with
anyone,

Please contact your local logis-
lators and find out how they are
voting on theso lssues,

Dr. Helene Mills ix principal of
Birmingham Seaholm High

branch,

Seaholm is well recognited o3
one of the finest public high
schools in Michigan ond the na-
tion, as ehown in comparison of
SAT and ACT ecores. Seaholm

has recelved the Nationol Fxcel-
e ——

lence Award.
All About Families runs every
;'Hnr week um Erc::imc

lewspopers. m resident
Alice R. McCarthy ts e nationally
hnown parent educator, writer
and editor. She is the mother of

five children and grandmother to
aix young children. To lecve a
message for McCarthy, from o
touch-tone phone, call (313) £83-
2047, mailbos 1894, or write her at
The Eccentric Newspapers, 805 E.
Maple, Birmingham 48009, -

lenses.

't Health Alliance Plan, we

understand how difficult it

can be to have a vision
impalrment. So to help keep our mem-
bers sceing well, we cover routine cye
exams. But it doesn't stop there. We
also cover both cye glasses and contact

Special care for special needs.

For our members with diabetes, we
have programs that raise awareness of
disorders like diabetic retinopathy,
which can cause blindness. And we encourage
them to fower thelr risk of vision damage by

Tt should be

being examined regulardy, mak-
ing carly detection possible.

A plan for you.
At HAP we
cover pre-
ventive
medicine

from

ERS
E

programs

clear that routine eye exams
protect your vision.

AP
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EYE EX

T
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1o keep you healthy, Add to that over 3000 choic-

s in doctors and over 60 in hospluzls and med- :
{cal offices and it's clcar that HAP is a wonderful

health care plan to choose, Sec?

Join HAP today. Call 1-800-422-4641.

Henllhmmapla.n
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introducing Michigan Natl
est rate Is higher than a lot of money
Banking customer, you'll also enjoy chec
on selecied products and much more. So get a rate as
securlly of FDIC Insurance with RatePLUS. Just stop by
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onal Bank's new 6.50% APY RatcPLUS savings account. This Incredible Inter-
market and CD rates, except I's fully liquid. As a RatePLUS
king with unlimited check writing. Plus, you get preferred rates
high as many other Investments around and the
your local branch or call. 1-800-CALL-MNB

Big New
RatePLUS™ Savings
Michigan National Bank

Micliigan
National
Bank
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