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‘ BSYREEY SCENE

Br CHRISTINA FrocO
Hray Weres

No onc has ever accused
Qasis’s songwriter/lead guitarist
Noel Gallagher of being modest.

The band's debut album 1994
“Definitely Maybo" (Epic) kicks
off with the proclamation “to-
night I'm & rock 'n’ roll wtar.”

=] live tmy life for the stars that
shine. Prople say it's just a waste
of time. Then they said 1 should
free my head. . . . In my mind my
dreams real. . . . Tonight I'm a
rock "o’ roll atar,”* Gallagher says
through his mouthpicce, singer/
brother Liam.

Now that he is a sell.pro-
clsimed tock "’ roll atar, he took
the “trials and tribulations” of
his new lifestyle and turned it
into “({What's The Story) Morn-
ing Glory?" (Epic), Oasis’s follow-
up to “Definitely Maybe.”

““The last one was written while
we were uncoployed, 1 suppose,”
Now! Gallagher explained

“\We were sort of dreaming of
being rock 'n’ roll stars, bence the
upening track. This one was writ-
ten while we are actually rock 'n’
roll stars and the trials and tribu-
1ations that go along with it.”

Those trials and tribulations
include frequent fistfights be-
tween Liam and Noel, and Oasis
and the now-defunct The Verve,
and ego clashes between Oasis
and Blur.

=1t started off, well you know
papers, quite exaggersted,” Gal-
lagher said of the now infamous
press battles between Oasis and
Blur. “(But now} we honestly do
not like cach other in the slighteat
title bit. . . . We hate them ™

Bue the rivalry “is good fun. It
keeps the kids interested.”

Gallagher has few good words
fcr his home country’s music
scene. He denounces acts like
Blur, The Charlatans, and
Menswear as crap, to put it mild-
1y.

“These bands are so shallow.
The actual press officer ts wore
important than the person who
writea the songs,” he said mean-
ing those bands need all the hype
they can get.

While apeaking on the phone,

Gallagher ia sitting In a hotel
room in Bournemouth, (“Bum-
muth,” he said phonetically. Or
~Burn-mouth to you,” he said ab-
rasively emphasizing the 0), a
coastal city on the English Chan.
nel. He's watching the band
Slecper petform on the national
TV music prograrm “Top of the
Pops.” Dces the band interest
him?
“Absolutely not. The gitl who'a
singing s very interesting. It's
sort of a hit like a girl-fronted
band. [t's not very interesting but
she's very good looking.™

He prefers Primal Scream, Paul
Weller (who hopped on na lead
guitarist and backing vocalist on
the song “Champagne Superno-
va” from the new record), and
Cast. Soul music is another favor-
ite of bis.

I tove soul and R&B and Mo-
town. Apart from heavy metal,
which is disgusting, apant from
your Bon Jovis and your Pearl
Jams I like virtually anything.”

Gallagher tried to pay tributo to
Motown on his new record with
the song “Step Out,” but one Mo-
town artist said it too closely
resembled his tune.

“It sounded a bit like ‘Uptight’
by Stevie Wonder and he got a lit-

“Babes” In Detroit: Alternative hard rockers Babes in

Toyland — from left, guitarist/vocalist Kat Bjelland,

drummer Lori Barbero, and

bassist Maureen Herman —

play St. Andrew’s Hall in Detroit on Friday, Oct. 13.

Band tries to transcend boundaries with ‘intelli
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If you go to the English pop
beod Gene's show at the Blind

and I decided that for a Jot of peo-
ple it's anger. I'd pever beard that

in a song before. 1 real.
ly want to explore every emaotion,

tle uptight about that,” »ald Gal-
lagher in & rare moment of humor.

Gallagher sald he's having fun
being a rock atar, 1t befits his life-
style.

“1t has its good days and its
bad days. Some days you wish
you weren't as famous ga you are.
Sometimea you really don't get
any time to yourself. ‘That's ona
day out of 50, you know what I
mean? The other 49 days are 8
blast being with your matea on
the road, meeting fans and sctual-
Iy ptaying. It's pretty amazing.”

“The rock 'n” roll attitude Isn't
as blatant on “{What's The Sto-
) Morning Glory™ as it was on
“Definitely Maybe.” Thero's a few
provocative lines on the album,
however. In “Don’t Look Back in
Anger” Liam Gallagher sings,
“Pleasc don't put your life in the
hands of a rock 'n' roll band
who'll throw it all away."”

“Roll With It"” may cxplain the
attitude that Qasis merbers poa-
sess. “You gotta roll with it. You
gotta take your time. You gotta
say what you say. Don't let any-
body get in your way. ‘Cause it's
al! too much for me to take.”

This timo around, Qasis’ album
has a " Poltergeiat” kick ofF: *Hel-
10! Hello! It's good to be back.”

Musically, “(What's The Story)
Moming Glory”™ carriea a rockler,
heavy tambourine kind of T-Rex
and Rolling Stones sound to it
(the title track, “Roll With It”
and “Some Might Say”) while the
music tums darker with “Won-
derwall” and “Don’t Look Back in
Anger.”

“I think there's a lot of depth to
the album. There was o lot of
depth to the last one, but the last

- oy

with Scott McCloud.

across the board. Thero's more
highs and lows,” Gallagher said.
Critles In the UK. haven't been
too fond of the album, Gallagher
said, but it still debuted near the
top of the charts. His band will be
able to test the U.S. waters when
the band heads over here this
month. (They play tho Royal Oak
Music Theatre on Sunday, Oct.
22). English pop singer Morrissey

one was vefy n
its sound. This one’s spread more

Tough band shows humorous side

By CiRISTINA Fuaco
STAr? Wartex

Alternative hard rockers Babes
in Toyland would like everyone to
know that they have a sense of
humor.

Take their lateat album
*Nemesisters” for example. On it
they do & monotone, vocally sbra-
sive cover of Eric Carmen’s mope-
fest “All By Mysclf,” and 8 pretty
true-to-the-original version of
Siater Sledge's “We Are Family,”
the song that Willie Stargell and
the Pittsburgh Pirates adopted as
their World Serics anthem in the
1970s.

g iiy said that he feels tour-
ing the States is unimportant.

Rock ’n’ roll dream éﬁmin true

Now thoy're self-proclalmed rock
Arthurs, lead guitarist/songuwril
White, singer Liam Gallagher, and bassist Paul McGuigan,

for Oasis

"t

Gallagher feels differently,

“Those bonds that sald that
aren't very successful. It's o get-
out clause, The fact of the mattor
is they're {Junk), Our last album
went gold there, It's important for
us to tour there.™

‘This tour, ho said will be a lot
like the last.

“The same as last tire except
different songs. We walk on the
stage, plug the guitars in, turn it
up to 11%. Wo just sort of rock

in Toyland

i stars: Oasis is, from left, rhythm guitarist Paul
ter/backing vocalist Noel Gallagher, drummer Alan

“It's good to do different stuff,
not to take ourselvea too serioun-

out 100 percent. We're wrenching
out emotiona out in good music,”
Bjelland sald via telep! from

1y. ‘All By Mysell is gue-i
cheek hut it was o 2ad song when
ha wrote it. When we recorded it,
we idn’t mean to dis him in any
rvny," Bjelland said almost guilti-
y.

The covers, cspecinlly the fun
“We Are Family," aro in stark
contrast to the Babes' usual
brash lyrics, similar to Bielland’s
former Sugar Baby Doll band-
mata Courtney Love. So it’s apro-
poa that they're coming to St. An-
drew's Hall in Detroit an Friday
the 13th.

PETS

“It was really fun,” sings
tarist Kat Bielland sald of the
covers. “It was something differ-
ent to do. ‘We Aro Family” is real-
Iy great. See, It shows we'ro versa-
tile. We're not one-dimensional
personality types. We have a
sonse of humor.”

into a London apartment above
drummer Matt James. At the
time, James was in & band with
Mason called Spin, and when

Pig oext weelk, dcn’t mention any- and | want the songs to bo sl en-  Spin broke up, Miles atarted
thing sbout the Smiths or the compassing. There's nothing I'm  playing bess with James and Mas-
comparisaas thet have beec made  afrsid of writing ebout,” Roasiter  son, In 1993, Mason met Roasiter
ahout them. Guitarist Steve Ma-  uaid during a recent interview. at a Londan club and added him

son i3n°t too happy ahout it “The caseading vocals and fuzzy  totho Gene roster.
“If I find the parson who start-  guitars of “Sleep Well Tonlght,” Success came quickly for the
rumor that we sound liks the first siogle off »Olympian,” band. In May 1934, Gene roleased

ed the
the Smiths, I'ms going to murder

ahare the feslings of a fighticg
couple. "815;: wel) tonight. To-
A

jts first single “For Tho Dead,”
which was hailed as “Single of the

" of quivering
and droning vocals, sbuzive gui-
tars, and tribal drums take the
brashness of Babes in Toyland to
new heights during live perfor-
mances.

“We always put out really ag-
greasive shows. We always give

her Minneapolin-area home.

She sald the band is better abla
to pound their emotions into tho
heads of fans at smaller clubs
rather than the outdoor venues
they played during last yeas's Lol
lapalooza Festival.

“It's hard especinlly in those
sheds that everyono elts down in.
1 hate those. I want everyone to
have s relatively good time danc-
ing. We all prefer smaller venues
because of the obvious factor —
the intimate theater. It's just a
whirlwind of energy.”

ARer this tour, the band plans
to take & two- to three-month
break — without any plans to
break up. Drummer Lori Batbero
will concentrate on her Minneap-
olis-based record label, Spanish
Fly Records which is home to

gent’ songs

who has been replaced

out & bit. 1 think we're going to do
an acoustlc sct thia tims as well.
That's it really. A lot of loud rock
'n’ roll played by five good-look-
ing young men with nice stioes.”
Oasis and special guest Acetone
perform at 7:30 p.m. Sunday, Oct.
22, at the Royal Oak Music The: -~
atre, 318 W. Fourth St, Royul”
Oak. Tickets are $12.60 in ail*”
vance for the all ages show, Fur
more information, call (810} 546-72°
7610.

iy

bands like Sleep Capsule, Saucer, 3
Queer and Milk. BjcHand sald the~:
band —which also includes bass’
slst Maureen Herman — benefits™
from spending time away from®
cach other. .
“It puts a little different per-
spective on things,” Blelland sai
of the hiatus. “When wo take
break from one another, we canr
take fresh ideas out of each other-..
Wo're gonaa do & few projects inZ.
there but not any ‘leaving of theX”
house' projects.” o

Catching hersell, she added
*I'm not complaining. I feel ve!
lucky.”

Babes in Toylond performs Fri
day, Oct. 13, at St. Andrew'’s Ha .
431 E. Congress, Detroit. Doorsy: "
open at 6:30 p.m. for the all oger.
show. Tickets are $12 in advance.'s"
For more information, call (313)=,
961-MELT., =

NIRRT

and. wo Week"™ in New Munical Express
«I think people who say that 1t's that of § 2, band’s second and
ohviously havon't listened to the Taakeo Gen o universally st- - thind singles “Br My Light, Be
&l 203 haven't listenad to the  tractive band, Mason sal My Guide™ ans) “Sleep Well To-
Jyrica. We writs Intelligznt ood “f think our sonps 3 night” rospectivel: ived simi-
melodic soogs that are far more  cultural B hero  lar praise in Melody Maker.
like then the Smitha. we go, the songs seem to kit There really was no escuse for
We'vs roceived & lot of flak for perves with people. The reaction  them not to be succcasful, accord-
supposedly ripping off the that we normelly gat is from de- ing to Mason. The band wrota
Swmiths, So fsr baven't been ences. It's surprising. songs and rehearsed for neatly
ary oomurt ” ha sald  to be booest. Wa're Lo s different two years before allowing auy out-
2 nd and we atill beve slders to haur thelr music.
Ths similagity stops at the singingthe words,” Mason esid. “Bafore we docided to pley on
lao;!n;ladnprmﬁov Geone doeen’t want to be pl-  natege, we msde sure thet svery
nlhr‘a_win.’lhem'ld-buul- Wn&eld Into the “staitive  song would be We dldn't - ) ; ;
b peplar (e s Smictopmberenr, |, e ot lonkng e s L poggy souns England's otest contrbution o he American music scenc, Gene;
£p chong g phpe fius o o o by Gox oo the Blind Pig in Ann Arbor on Wedneaday, Oct. 18. The band — from left, singer/
Londan, Can You Walt?” al and as fay, poetry reoding, ph?? It has to mean scmsthing to - keyboardist Martin Rossiter, gultarist Steve Mason, drummer Matt James, and bas-
alj Sools becauso us. Wa'ro trying to gus thy sentd: _gist Kevin Milen ~— i3 touring in support of itadebut "Olympéan.” Y R

" fag thet ibo beod members tiks  were not good tough,” he seid.

:  thelrtias ** "Thet coald bawa bean’ dotl.
St . .. musotel te their recording future,
Lt Ml.)lnkndgt Hamocs E
L good enogi Womealt  Ii'e not very Rasd to stizact In-
&ﬁummm wdby-fnhll; terent bioro.. nm‘wnl:m
sndisnos was frustrating. L(reocd company tolent - mots m lm knows. &
he thaaks bix manuger for streis- ;| geople who would have suid we matter of & mowth who e2d what
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