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It’s time to winterize

your backyard

BY MARTY FIGLEY :
Breciat. Wkitez

The ‘popularity of water pands has
been incressing for a numbee of years as
moro peopls realiza tho satisfaction and
serenity that water gardening provides.

The benefits of a water garden nre
many: 3d.ditlonal Juxu.! (!Effcnnt wllldllfa.

] aro Bon:

the sound of moving water from a foun-
tain or cascading down rocks, and the
beauty of the mxny water plants that
are available. .

Cindy Catltan, field trip coordinator
of Grass Roots Nursery, 24765 Bell
Road, New Boston, and Eric Jackson,
its nursery specialist, told mo the prop-
cr stops of winterizing water ponds.

Ponds 30 inches or more decp can
succesefully be over wintered, Jackson
says. Pond hesters aro available for
those with a depth of between 18 and 30
inches, As part of thelr nursery service,
clasacs on this subject will take placo
10:30 a.m. Saturdays, Oct. 14 and Nov.
11, and Sundays, Oct. 22 and 29 and
Nov. b, For more information, call (313)
7563.9200.

Feeding the fish is part of the joy of
pond gardening and during the summer
thoy need regular fish food. Beginning
in September that food needs to be giv-
en al tely with a apecial fall food,
and beginning in October just the fall
food is sufficient.

The fish will indicate when they have
had enough food befors going Into a
resting period —a semi-hibernation for
the winter. They will find enough food
in the water to sustain themaclves dur-
ing that time.

It's not necessary to do anything
sbout the other pond crilters such as
tadpoles, frogs and analls, which will
bury themselves in tho soil in plant
pota or in falds of the pond liner ifitls
Nlexible. For shall DOﬂdlD‘“ [y

full of sand in the bottom of the pl'aml
will provide a bed for the criticra.
A net drapad over the pond, teepee
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Pond-ering: Water ponds.can
be winterized so their own
brand of beauty and peaceful-
ness will return in warmer

fashion, and ly at the
sides will keep falling Jesves out of the
water.

It i{n very important to romove a4
much ss possible of the folisge and
other organic matter that does get in the
watcr because it will produce grsazs
that will injure the pond fife. This i
best done after the first frost when the
foliage is dead. Uss a pond vacuum that
mtlsf off a garden hoss to clean the arca
well.

Keep tho pump running during
this time.

‘When ice starts to form on the pond
and begins croeping from the odges, ro-
move the pump, If the filter is inslde
the pond, it can be removed now or left
o8 it is, in shallower ponda. For deeper
ponds, remove the filter from the pond
and drain tho system to winterizo it.
Store the pump in a bucket of water to
keep the scals wet o they won't dry out.
'I"h; principle i the same os 2 wino
cork.

Bubbles are very jmportant to the
critters in all ponda to provide it into
the water. Gary Baten, owner of Grass
Roots Nursery, has deaigned a bottlo
bubbler, an unusual way to provide this
most important air. It s available ot
the nuraery.

An snon an the joe is off the pond, vac-
wum the pond a3 wes done in the fall
nnfl. any 2141 1 w“’ ma-
terial from the water. Rehoak the pump.
They set tho pump inside a apectal bio-
logical filter material rather than using

$neieale Jack says. B one-

third of the existing wnl.cr with fresh at-

this time. .

Shelves that hold water plants can be
moved up to thelr regular spot and
plants can bo put in, Fertilizo theo
plants with a suitablo fertilizer formu-
lated especially for pond planta, as tho
directions Indicate. Continuo to fertilize
cvery month during tho mcason. Some
plants have special requirements and
these need to bo addreaced.

When the fish bocoree activo again, it

is timo to atart foeding them, uslng & -

medicated fish food {their spring tonlc
— preventive medicire), thon as the
season progresses they need their regu-
lar dict.

Grass Roota Nursery provides storage
for water planta for the winter for thosa
people who don't havo the proper facili.

ties,

“It's really simplo (to winterizo a
pond); make sure your air pump ia run-
ningl” Jackson said.

He alao suggests that first-timo water
gardeners use flexible liners because
the slzo of a pond can readily be In-
crensed. When peoplo got the “bug”
nost want Jarger ponds than they stert

with. .

After a cold winter season, pond own-
ors can look forward to the pleasure
that watar ponda provide. Soon this
apecial garden featurs will bo back in
all its glory, flowers will bloom, fioh will
entertain and the pond will again affer
its own brand of beauty and peaceful-
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Is It
Your
Turn For

The Holiday

THE SATU) Y
EVENING FOIT

P, NormwnRockell
# -Stwley ) new dining room.
during our Dining Room Sale,
do it easily and inexpensively. Come i
see a great selection from quality manufacturers
such as Stanley, Richardson, Sumter, Bernhardt,

Kincaid and others. Make it a great holiday!

Captute festive holiday
moments with a beautiful
Now

we can help you
n today and

BONUS OFFER:

. No Paymend/Interest for 6 Months*

r
FREE Custom Deluxe Table Pads
with purchase of complete Dining Set

Sinceid.

Q Walker/ Buzenberg
. fine furniture

240 N. Main St.  PLYMOUTH o 459-1300
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9: Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-G; Sun. 1-5

e\Vith Credit Approval - Sale Eads 10/12/95




