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Ruried S

Trish MacDonald
Skillman (407 pp.,
$4,99, Dell — pb).

Set in Michigan on
the shores of the ficti-
tioua Trumpeter Lake,
“Buried Secrets™ is
one of those stories in
which the maln char-
acter emerges from an

! bered past.
Trouble is, she despes-
stely needa to remember.

Here, each time ahe sensea something
obout her carly childbood, strugeliog
young mother Nicki Prevot either pass-
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BOOK BREAK

1,000 miles south of Great Lakes coun-
try, somowhers in Texas (the town is
never named, but it could be modoled
aler Wichita Falls, whero the author
lives and works), The sforementloned
Nickl Prevot is in big troublo, financial-
ly-speaking. She’s loat ber low-paying
job at the bank; she's living with friends
in a pelghtorhood that, on its good
days, ia really bad. Not only in ber eariy
childhood lost, but the future looks
pretty dark and foggy, too. Her tin:

bags and head north, aet on a bettor life.
Then, wouldn't you know? They've
barely got new curtaina hung when ev-
erything sterts to fall apart all over
again.
The usual stock characters {cast here
as Nicki's nelghbors) croas and re-cross
paths as this central drama begins to
unfold. Many of them, by the way, have
their own muzzy pasts.
First, there’s Mid. She’a the wam,
nurtulrin(. housekeeper — the mother

daughter, Lexde, Is half-sick tional-
1y, the result of a recent, viclent cxperi-

ly-or-other never had. Then
thero's uml unpretentious, down-to-

ence she witnessed from her bed:
window.
Then, just about the time you think

es out or exp a breath-

things couldn't get worse, they do. The

panic attack. The most Jane things
can trigger an attack: a photograph she
glimpses while standing in line at the
local grocer’s, a couple of Seaame Street

jol on the street cutaldo spills over

and makes its way literally to the inslde
of the small place ahe calls bome.

Then, just when you think the end

puppets, 8 package of Popsicles. Shown' " "has come, things get better and, actual-

2 can of fiah-bait worms by her five.
year-old daughter, Lexie, she utterly
freaks. After about the bundredth time
she is so afflicted, we start to suapect
something really creepy has burrowed
deep into her subconscicus. (Maybe, in
fact, it’s so deep it will never seo the
light of Gay?)

This Michigan story starts out about

ly, this story haa only just begua. When
the duat hoa scttled from this latest vie-
lent episode, Michigan ettorney Reed
Jordan oppears, to inform Nicki that
tome homeless benefactor haa feRt her
not only a small fortune, but also a
lavely home on the shorvs of Trumpeter

Laoke.
Nicki and oh-so-cuto Lexin pack their

¢l Bob Stockton, who aa!
things }ike “bein’,” and “helpin’,” and
sdumed,” and “ever'body.” The folsty,
olderly woman with a strong teudency
toward matchmaking la Jabeled Gwyn
Chamberlin; the smitten, unmarried,
middle-aged schoolteacher, Devon
Rheams. The Michigan attorney is one
of thoae guys who falls for his “beauti-
ful client” at firat sight. .

Nicki Prevot is that “beautiful cll-
ent,” of courge, and while Skillman has
given her a littlo more depth and freah-
ness than most of her other charncters,
she has an odd tendency to slip cut of
character, Considering her recent expe-
ricnces and her tendency to otherwise
overprotect her little girl, sha repeatedly

characters weaken Michigan mystery

allows the child to spend estendod time
alone with people she herself barely
knows, for instance. (Though the child,
Lexls, atarta off rather appoatingly, she
loees eome of that appeal elong tho way.
Apparently, her pouty, petulant bohav-
jor 1s supposod to be cuto in its way.
Instead, it'e just very cloas to tiresome.)

Anyone who has ever spent a wakeful
night In a Inkeside coltago listening to
mysteri \f ds, or who
has boen lulled to sleep by water lapp-
ing at & nearby shareline will approciate
Skillman'a richly-drawn lake communi-
ty sceno, Her subtle and complex depie.
tion of a child molester’s sberrant
thoughts and feclings also go far to
redeem this book, along with a little
slelght-of-hand “trick” sho pulls off
rother craftily in the end. It's not really
a trick, though, If you pay closs ntten-
tion, you'll gco it was pretty much thero
all along.

Victoria Diaz of Livonia, a longtime
member of Detroit Women Writers, hos
o lifelong interest in reading “everything
from great nouels to cereal boxes.” You
can leave ¢ message for her on a touch-
tone phone by dialing (3/3) 953-2047

and her mailbox number, 1854.BJ30
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