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Set aside p

By J. ROBERT NUSS
AT NEWKEEATURES

STATE COLLEGE, Pa. (AP} —
From time to time, 1 am asked nbout
peta either cating ar chewing on planta
around the homo and garden. Ifyou're a
pet ing gardener, b are good
that you have spent time chaaing your
dog v cat that has chewed on your {a-
votite garden Qower or house plant. In-
stead of otruggling to keep your pets
away, why not consider keeping plants
oz a part of the garden juat for your pets.
Thoro is atill plenty of growing time left
to catablish several containers of ptanta
that can be taken {ndoors for the winter
months, Mast pets require a certaln
amount of greens in thelr dict, so you'll
be providing them with some nutrition
an well as keeping them from your gar-
den or house plants. Your pet garden
could either be o small plot or contain-
cra inside or both. You can experiment
to find your pet's personal preference,

art of your garden for your pets

or you may alrendy know from cxperi-
ence. In many cascs, dogs like to chew
on oats, hut § have heard of instances
whero they also o for strawberrles. 1r,
on the other hand, your dog often chows
on grass, consider a patch of fescuo. A
dog garden should elso include a patch
of bare soll, since canined enjoy digging.
During hot weather, dogs that spent
thelr days outdoora will dust them-
sclves with tha dry soil. If you do Incor-
porate a “dog hole” in your garden, it
should be hidden with other planta. 1
you have a cat, one plant sure to draw
attention from your regular garden snd
house plants is catnip. For years, our
cat enjoyed rolling and chewing on a
handfu) of tender catnip shoota toased
on the carpet. About the only Indoor
plant he liked to samplo occasionally
was a smiall paim sitting in tho comer of
the dining room. Cats also enjoy oats,
and you can plant both catnip and octs
Inside as well as in tho garden. If you
plant catnip in the garden, start with a

Dodge necklace featured

A 35.stone catacys necklace from the
estate of Matilda Dodge Wilson of
Meadowbrook Hall ia ene of the pieces
featured in the Fine and Estate Jewelry
Auction noon Sunday, Oct. 15, ot the
Ritz Cariton in Dearborn.

Other items at the auction include a
30-carnt pear-shape diamond, a nearly

100-carat emorald act in a necklace and
& fino signed jewel from the collectlon of
the Detroit Institute of Arta.

Longtime Detroit auctioneer and
graduate gemologist Joseph Du-
Mouchelle ia behind tho gavel. A pre-
view will toke place 10 am. to 5 p.m.
‘Thursday-Friday, Oct. 12-13, and 6-9

fow plonts in an isolated area, s it
tends to take over. A few plants will
moke oven a stuffy old cat act like a
kitten again, Cots prefer the young, ten-
der leaves of oats, so plant for succes-
sive nowings to maintain a good supply
of tender folinge. Rabbits aro much less
fusay sbout their garden crops; thoy'll
chew just about anything in your regu-
Jar garden. A rablit garden should con-
tain o good mnix of leafy greens and lo-
gumes (beons and pess). Sruall rodents
such as guinea pigs, getbils, and ham-
sters have similar teates. Sinco theso
animals aro typically cage-bound, you
should put a very fine mesh fence or
solld wall fence arcund their garden
patch. It is also important to sink the
fenco threo to four inches into the soil
and chock all surfaces for holes beforo
placing tho animal in its g rden. If your
pet is a jumper, cover the top of the ¢n-
closure with screening and keep an eye
on it. Also be on the alert for prodators;
some rodents are casy prey. Birds also

have a tasto for many garden plants. If

- your bird flics free inside your home

and has plcked at your houso planta, try
& container of feecun-type grass. If it's
cago-bound, you can grow things such
as sunflowers and millet in the garden
for enjoyment indoars. I bave also seen
kits of “cat grass” available through
somo catafogs end in {erger garden cen-
ters. Theze make unique gifts for cat-
owning friends or relatives. Somo cata-
logs olso offer containers that will
aprout blrd seed in the cage for your fly-
ing friecnds, While browsing through
your seed cataloga this fall and winter,
keep in mind someo special treats for
your pets, With the recent concerns
sbout ticks and associated problems,
mako gure you carcfully chock pets that
havo been nllowed to spend time out-
doors In the garden.

J. Robert Nuss ia a horticulturist at
Penn State University.

at Ritz jewelry auction

p.m. Friday, Oct. 13. For catalogs and
more information, call DuMouchelle at
(313) 455-4555, o fax (313) 455-2403.
The Chrysoberyl Chatoyant catscye
necklace in like no other in the world,
“This rare stone is thought to be nearly
impossible to match but the necklace
contains 35 of theso precious stones

surrounded by diamonds, The necklace
hasn't been seen in almost 30 years.
Several picces from the estato will be
ouctioned for the first time at this
event. .

More than 200 of the 500 lots total
are being sold from the private collec-
tion of the DIA.
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