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At Home
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* Child’s room should change, not cost a fortune

& Cne famlly, whose daughter's room I8 pletured In
the book, bought two window-hox planters st a yard
sale, painted them white, filled thom with stuffed ani.
mals gone astray and sot tham atop inexpensive
white hookcases. The same famlly palnted old hunk
beds whito aad the laddar In bright colors. Bocks and
toys created additionsal color. '

BY BARBARA MAYER
AP NZWEIEATURES

Parents of newboma can spend &
year's college tuition on a aursery filled
with state-of-the-art equipment and
fanciful wall covering with matching

ins and forter. They sheuldn't
bother. Weo ones all too soon ars out of
the crib, past tha terrible two's and into
tastes of their own.

“Kids change from one phase to an-
other casily” Ro Logrippo exys. “The
child who loves teddy besrs this week
may prefer giraffes next week,”

Logrippo is author of “In My World:
Designing Living & Learning Enaviron-
menta for the Young,” due out in Octo-
ber (Wiley, $24.95). And he’s among &
pumber of decorating advisers who say
that the “perfect”™ child's room is usual-
Iy neither practical nor cost effective.

While an adult may want to do a
roora once “the right way™ and then live
with it for years, & child wants a room
. that will change with him. Cousider,
%2 then, plain but sturdy furniture and in-
© eapensive accessories.

One family, whosa dsughter's room is
pictured in the book, bought two win-

toys created additlonal coloz.

An Inexpensive cowboy theme was set
for a 10-year-old boy with pillow covers
sewn of old denims and tichacks made
of red bandannas. Since most furniture
and many accessoriea can last until &
child leaves home, make careful selec-
tions.

Spend more _!Ol’ a b:lllegn board that

will oc
and less for fabric with a themo that
will socn be ocutgrown. Versatile items
for a child’s room include plain stack-
ing cubes, a wood toy chest, 8 plain
bookcnse, a single three-drewer chest.

“[ stil} kave my old maple toy chest,”
Logrippo says. “Now it is stalned in o
darker wood finiah and is in the spare
bedroom snd holds estra linens and
blankets."

Among newer furnituro styles, Lo-
grippo likes loft beds, with the area be-
neath the bed used for a study or play
nrea.

“LoR beds appeal ta children, oged 10
to 16, and to college students,” sayn
Dixon Bartlett, vice president of mer-
chandising at This End Up, a fumiture
retailer headquartered in Richmond,

hand into a fi store and pointed
to the bunk beds.

“Kida from 6 to 12 lovo them for tho

bunk beds are manufactured to adhere
to safety standards developed by the
furniture industry in consultation with

isaion. Those that mect the

fun of it,” Bartlett says, “and p
spprecisto that they are a practical use
of often limited apace.”

A trundle bed or atorago drawer can
be put under tho lower bunk. To get the
most from bunk beda, sclect those that
measure a full 39 by 75 inchen and have
a lot of head room for the lower bunk.
As children grow and nced lesa play
space, they may want to tum the bunk
beds into twin beds.

As for youth furniture, children
quickly cutgrow it. A small cheat won't
hold bulky sweaters, nor a sraall deak a
full-size puter and ac ties, Par-
ents who buy bunk beds should bo

standards are labeled.

Tho label also offers guidellnes for
safe use of bunk beda. Standsrds call
for guard rails an both sides of the top
bunk, preferably the full length of the
bed. ‘The mattress in tho upper bunk
should be supposted by slats that ore
securely anchored to the frame. Any
gaps b two parts should
no mmoro than 3 1% Inches. This in-
cludes the area between tho mattress
and bed frame, the mattress and the -
side rails and any parts of the head-
hoard and footboard.

The guerd rail should bo at leaat five

dow-box planters at s yard sale, painted
them white, filled them with stuffed an-
imals gone astray and sct them atop In-
expensive white bookcases. The same
family painted old bunk beds white and
the ledder in bright colors. Books and

Vo “They can get a bed, a dresserand o
desk in the space that one bed takes
up.”

For younger children, however, a
bunk bed is & winner. When Bartlett's
son tumed 6, bo took his father by the

eware of the hazards,

inches highee than the top of the mat-
tress. And edges an the bed frames

The Consumer Product Safety Com-
juries to should be rounded and smooth. Keep

isslon says | hild under

ago 15 are not uncommon, and there
were 45 related deaths in the United
States between 1990 and 1994. Many

assembly instructions in caso tho beds
M:g to be taken apart and rcassemn-
hled.
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ALL FURNITURE ON SALE!
SAVE AM EXTRA $200 oa IURCHAZES OVER 52,000
LiFEnME GUARANTEE ON ALL AABH FLRRIURE

Specializing in _PIECE PINE ‘
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HANDMADE $QOOO00 | TREE
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We're Specialists!
»CUSTOM MADE COUNTER TOPS
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CUSTOM CABINETS
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Free Computerized Kitchen Design
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