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Tranchida ordered
to trial in death

BY MARGARET O'BRIXN
STAFY WRITER

Kenneth  Tranchids’s state-
ment to police that he “suddealy
decided” to kill Oakland Unives-
sity student Tina Biggar helped
cunvince 46th  District Court
Judge Bryan Levy that the 42-
yrar-old Southfield man should
stand trial for first-degree mur-
des.

Levy ruled Friday that prosecu-
tors had sufficiently proved »
murder had been committed, that
there wus prubable cause to be-
lieve Tranchida did it and that be
did it intentlonally — with seme
premeditation -~ after Tranchi-
da’s two-day prelimicary exam.

*\Whatever bis ultimate motive,
it appears from that statement
that his decision was arrived at
altes some, althcugh fast, weigh-
ing of factors.” Lesy said about
testimony fram Michigan State
Police detective Leonard
Goretski, who took a confess.on
from Tranchida.

Goretshi testified Friday that
Tranchida told him he “suddenty
devided™ to kill Biggar, 23, of
Farmington Hills, on the moming
of Aug. 23 when she told him haw
upset she was sbout ber credit-
card bills, her condemned apart-
ment and her recent breakup with
aboyfriend.

~He said be had never scen her
10 sad He felt a girl like Tina
shouldn't have to live with those
types of problems,” Goretaki said
about Tranchida’s Sept. 26 con-
fession to police. “He said he
wanted 1o let ber know there was
scmeone there who cared. So he
put bis bands on her chest and
puthed her back and she hit her
head on a safe.”

Tranchida told Goretaki that he
blacked out at that point and
doean't know what happened.

“He zald he blacked out, like ho
was in & fog. He said, ‘1 could
have choked ber, punched her
theee times or beat her. But what.
ever | did to her was from the
neck up,’ " Goretaki said.

Bigzar's body was found behind
the former home of Tranchida's
sunt, on Nine Mile near Ever-

green.

Tranchida waan’t the only per-
son who said he was uncertain
about ezactly what caused Big-
gar’s death.

Oakland County Medical Ex-
aminer Kanubhai Virani testified
Thureday that because thero was
no soft tissue lefk on the decam-
posed skeletal rezains and no do-
tectable {ractures or evidence of
trauma like & knife or gunshot
wound, he could only generalize
the cause of death as head and
neck trauma.

“You just come to tho best con-
clusion based on the available in-
formation,” Virani said.

He said the fact that she was
missing several days, was found
outside away from her residence
and may have bled in the trunk of
her car led him to classily Big-
gar's death as a homicide.

Tranchida’s nttorney, Michael
Modelski, argued Friday that his
client should not be tried on first-
degree murder charges when the
cause of death is not even clear.

“For first-degree, the prosecu-
tion must establish premedita-
tion and deliberations. They have
failed to do that. Thers is also no
other evidence of bhow it is she
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POLICE/FIRE CALLS

Liatad below are some of the
C v pOlice

timen with his fistz at their Sec-
tlon 32 resid at 3a.m, Oct. 13

fire Galls and court cases report-
ed during the past week,

o ABSALLY

A West Bloomfield man, 37, told
Farmington Hills pollce that a
Farmington Hills man, who is his
ex-wife's boyfriend, tried to run
him aver with a Chevrolet Blazer
in the parking lot of the Village
Green Ap on Floralvi

The woman tried to get har son, 4,
and hersolf out of the apartment
ard was oventually able to con.
vince the man that pollce were
caming. Ho fled.

M THEFY

Clothing worth $300 wes stolen
from a sitver 1993 Ford parked st
Parudo of Shoea on Orchard Lake
In Fartol Hills Oct, 10.

in Farmington Hills Oct. 6. The
man was able to jump out of the
way of the Blazer.

A Troy man, 30, told Farming.
ton Hills police that & Detrait
wornan, 25, who had formerly
worked for him at the Mountain
Jack's restaurant, wos visiting her
Loyfriend, who still workaat the ~
restaurant on Sinacola when she
threatened and then pushed him
at 5:10 p.m. Oct. 9. The man said
she told him to *mind his own
business, or elso.” She then
pushed him, he told police.

1 DOMISTIC ASSALY
A Flat Rock woman, 35, told
Farmington Hilla police that her
siater, 42, of Farmington Hilla
struck her and threatened to kill
her at the sister’s Section 13 resi-
dence at 12:30 p.m, Oct. 10.

Witnesaes told Farmington
Hillz police that s Hills man, 34,
pushed his wife, 34, onto the hood
of & red Ford Probe in their Sec-
tion 36 yard, bounced her head
and then dragged her zround in
the gravel driveway before leaving
the area. The woman was taken to
Botaford Hospital.

A Farmington Hills woman, 28,
told Hills police that her boy-

friend, 24, shoved heranto e
couclt, pulled out # phone froma
wall when she tried to call herals.
ter, threw a cup and hit her, threw
her into a wall and hit het scveral -

A $300 Motorola car phone was
stolen from a green 1995 Pontlae
patked on Vicksbury in Farmlng-
ton Hills Oct. 7.8.

A Sexa Geneals game and car-
tridges ($650) were atolen from &
resldonce on Baywood in Fasm-
ington Hills Oct. 5-9.

Jowulry ($3,000) was etolen
{rom a residence at the Hunter
Circle Condos on Hunters Circla
in Farmington Hills Oct. 11.

A red $250 Ceaftsman alr com-
pressor and a $500 red Littlo
Wonder 8 HP blower were stolen
from a shed at St. Alezander's
Church on Shiawassee in Farm-
ington Hills Oct. 10-11.

A $100 Crafsman tool bozx,
$350 In tools and a $50 McCul-
loch chaln saw were stolen from a
realdence on Malden in Farming-
tan Hills Oct. 11-12.

A troll-llke, spread winged gar-
goyle waa stolen from a front yard
in the 23000 block of Gill Road in
Farmington Oct, 10-11. The 20+
inch high by 30-inch wide, 40-
pound statue was valued at $£0
snd was in good condition.

B PROPERTY DARAGE
ACCIDEMY

A Farmington palice car was in.

volved [n an accident at the Inter-

aection of Drake and Grand River

at zpproximately noon on Oct. 11,

According to Farmington Public
Safety Director Gary Gosa, the

polico crulser was reaponding toa
call and traveling on Grand River
when the sccident occurred with a
motoriat traveling in & Ford
Escort station wagon on Deako
Road. The male driver and the
potlce officer were treated and re-
teased from Botsford Hoapital.

A Farmington Hills ran, 35,
told Hilla polico that as ho was
driving east on Nine Miloat
Farmington when his green 1895
Ford Aerostar was rear ended,
causing $300 in damage to the
rear bumper. The driver of tho
1892 red Geo Storm that hit his
car, 8 Walled Lake man, 23,
refused to exchange information
nnd loft the scene.

E DRUGS

Farmington Hills police arrestod
a White Creek man on eastbound
Grand River in Farmington Hilla
&t 2:40 a.mn, Oct. 11 for pouellllon

and $200 {n cash was atolen.

Copper and bruas piping ($300) .
was stolen from a houss on Nino &
Mllo in Fannington Hills thatis__~
belng renovated after the slde
door wes forcod open Oct. 11412 -

W VANDALISH

The passenger sldo windowofa &
red 1092 Olds Cutlass parked at 3, |
the Detrolt Nowspaper Agency's™ |
distribution center on Creatviow-

in Farmington Hilla was smashed

causing $250 in damage Sopt. 29.

8 DRUNKEN BRIVIKQ .
Farmington Hills police arrosted> 2
a Detrolt man, 25, for drivinga =
1881 Chevy cast on Grand River
between Middlobelt and Elght
Mile while drunk at 12:20 a.m.
Oct. 12. Tho man had a bloed al-.
cohol level of .1 percent. Alevel of .
.1 percent 11 considered too drunk
to drive in Michlgan.

Farmi Hills police arres!

H S

of marij and drug
nalia. .

Farmington Hills police arrest.
ed a Hills woaman, 37, for poases.
alon of & small plastic bag of mar-
{jusna at 2;33 p.m. Oct. 1100
Shiawassce in Farmington Hills.
Officera pulled the woman over
for an expired plate.

Farmington Hills police arrest-
ed a Redford man, 21, and a Live-
nia man, 22, for possesslon of two
pleatic baga of marij and

ed a Franklin man, 62, for driving
a 1994 Subaru Legacy while s
drunk efter offlcers reaponded to

an accident at 13 Mile and Ink- -
ster in Farmington Hills at 12:05
a.m. Oct. 12. The man had a blood
slcoho! love! of .24 percent. ”

£ FRAUD )
A check of $1,132.69 made out to .
Mich’vy Shorr on Grand Riverin
F

drug paraphernatin while the two
wezre aitting In a 1994 Chevrolet
parked at the Putt Putt Golf and
Games on Grand River in Farm-
Ington Hilla Oct. 11,

B BREAK-INS

The driver's window was amashed
causing $250 in damage to a gold
1995 Cadillac Deville parked at
Four Seasons Fireplace on Orc-
hard Lake at 8:30 a.m. Oct. 11. A
$200 AM/FM stereo and a purse

with credit cards, identification

Hills to pay for a car.i.,
stereo and alarm came back from
aclosed bank account Oct. 12. ;.

[ ANIMAL COMPLAIHT

A resldent In the 22000 block of
Hawthorne called Farmington pd-
lico Oct. 10 to report a squirrel in"
one of the bedrooms of her hom
An officer responded at about 2:
p.m, and was eventually able to
remova tho rodent. A notation o
the pollce blotter read: “After 71
minutes of play, (Officor Dan} '
Potter 1 and squirrel 0."
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CUSTOM WIG SPECIALISTS

» Approved by the Michigan
Cancer Society

» Private fitting room for
chemotherapy patients
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« Styling for Men, Women & Children
« “HAIR PLUS" Hairpicces for the

Centre of Mickigan
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DIVING & SNORKELING
EQUIPMENT

UPCOMING DIVING CLASSES
LI CLASSES OCE A WEEX FOR 7 WEEXS

Our next sat of classes begin:

(Divers Incorporated |

{  313-971.7770

ANNARBOR Mancyy  Octsber 00 pe- 1300 g
Twosdsy October3ist 820 p- 100 pu
Weéarsiy Octabss 2300 600 par-1220
Tharstey Cclober 280y 400 par 1000 p0
Ocleber 28th 1200 s
PYMOUTR Shandsy  Octohes 620 po-1000 pR
Wednesdyy Ocober 3152 608 pa-10:50 pm
A v WadasoisyOctadar 3ist 630 pm-1000pa
R
INSTAUCTION « SALES « SERVICE - KITROX - TRIPS
42255 Ann Arbor Rd.
B Tty PADS St Wstractor  Phymoutr, 1) 43170
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" ve FUC Corter
313-451-5430 )

e

DR. MORTON R. DEMAK, p.p.S.
of Farmington

is pleased to announce that

DR. KAREN L. SMERECK, p.0.S.

has joined his staff as an
assoclate

in the practlce of
General Dentistry For
Adults and Children

e A RO e

female clients with thinning
top and crown.
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Barnes & Noble
WELCOMES

CoLN PoweL!

Wednesday » October 18th « 12:30-1:30 PM
Orchard Lake Road :

Met General Celin
Poueil when he signs
copies of bis ahrexbing
memmoir, My American
Journey. In this rew
book. bk candidly dis |8
s evenything from
his childhood in the
Bronx and his days as
2 soldier in Vidmam o

his cruck] e in Desert
Stomu the fnvasion of
Pamani, and meetings
with Gorbache:
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B&N Price
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