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. Kroger opening: Kroger Food and Drugs on 11 Mile and
. Hills officially opened with a ribbon-cutting ccremony QOct. 9. Participating were:
Don McGeorge (left), plrcsidcnt of the Kroger Co. Michigan Marketing Area; Hills

-

Middlebelt in Farmington

Edward Tintzuk will dixcuss the to- Lo
pic, “Medlcare, Medicald, Health Hilla Activitles Center, 28600 11 Mile.

Weyne Btete Unlvensity professor

Hills AARP presents Medicare discussion

Care Reform.” | p.m. Friday, Oct. 20, ‘The progmm Is being presentod by
in Wexford Hall In the Farmaington

the Farmington Hills MIU:’.

Mzra, Miller, 75, of
Florenco, Ore., for-
merly of Farming-
ton, dled Sept. 23
from leukemia,

: Survivora include
ber husband, Ar-
thur; daughters,
Patricia Madrey, i s
Virginla Strong and MILLER
Danna Busha; brother, Ransom
Dull; slght grandchildren and six
great-grandchlldren; family
friond, George Weber.

Cremation was arzanged by The
Neptune Society of Santa Barba-
ra, Callf. with ashes spread at sea

Memorials may be made to The
American Cancer Society or the
Nationa! Arbor 1nth

. city council ber Aldo Vagnozzi; store Dave Berg and co-manager
Daryl Williams.
OBITUARIES
in San Pedro, Calif. years, She was a member of Fr.

Solanus Casey Guild and & mem-
ber of St. Gerald Catholic Church
in Farml

Day F
211 N. 12th St., Ste 501, Lincoln,
Neb. 3
Envelopes may be obtained at

Heeney-Sundquist Funeral Home
in Farmington.

ANN R, HEITJAN
Mrs. Heitjan, 78, of Farmington
Hilla died Oct. 13 in Angela Hos-
pice, Livonia.

Bom in Jacksonville, 1tl., Mrs.

Survlvors includo her son, Bob;
dnughters, Marianne Kure ad
Peggy Heltjan; brother, Francis
Davison; six grandchildren.

Maas was celebroted today in
St. Gerald Catholic Church,
Farmington. Burial will in St.
Hedwig Cemetery, Dearborn
Helghta,

Memorials may be made to
Angela Hospice, 14100 Newburgh
Road, Livonia 48164-7810,

Arrangements were mado by

Heltjan was a b for Na-
tional Bank of Detroit for 30

the Heeney-S ist Funeral
Home, Farmington,

MILITARY NEWS

#f you have military news witha
Farmington-area connection,
send it to: Military News, Famm-
fnman Observer, 34411 Grand
River, Farmington 48335,

O COMPLEYES TRAINING
Army Reserve Pvt. Ryan E.
Holmes has completed basic
training at Fort Leonard E. Wood,
Wayneaville, Mo.

During thoe training, students
vecelved instruction in deill and

ceremonles, weapons, map read-
ing, tactics, military courteny,
military justice, first aid and
Army history and traditions.

Holmes is the son of Patricia
nnd Ralph Holmea of Farmington
Hills.

The voice of publiz education

It’s a Matter of the Children

news about public education--our steady
progress toward positive educatlon
reforms. | also reported rising test scores
and graduation rates.
The foundation of these successes

In my last column | related some good

progress this state
has made {n the past
few years. These
bills, supported by
the majority party,
are on the fast track

has been the of ¢ ve
teams working In thelr nelghborhood
schools: parents, teachers, support staff,
school board bers, ¢ y
Icaders and administrators, making educa-
tlonal decislons with a shared commltment
to cducatton. This is the process, outlined in
Public Acts 25 and 335, called “site-based
decisfonmaking.”

What makes this process successful
is the commitment of people who have a
stake in the future of our students and who
understand that new skills and attitudes are
absofutely necessary for the workplace of
the future.

Let's took at just one example. [n
Battle Creek Lakeview, using the bullding-
1evel declstonmaking process, the district
has successfully made the transition from
the traditional juntor high to a middle
school—a process that can be long and diffi-
cult when nhot all of those alfected by the
change are invalved In the planning. In this
case, however, both the declsion and the
plans to change took place in a fully collabo-
ralive arena.

To further strenglh‘c: cx’)mmunlw

the Battle Creek Lakeview district is sponsor-

ingac y retreat, Par —
Inciuding parents, staff, students, business
feaders, community representatives and oth-
ers—wiil address the questlon: *What does It
mean to prepare ail students for the 21st
century?” This community outreach grows
dircctly from the educatlon reform laws,
which encourage the coltaborative problem-
solving process.

Battle Creck Lakeview Is just one of
many districts working under our current
school reform legislation to bring togetber
all the right people to help make cducattonal
dectslons. Education reform s truly begln-
ning to take hold and show resuits. And, as
recent polls show, many belicve that the cur-
vent school reform leglslatton Is steering the
right course for positive change, showing
stcady progress and Increasing success rates
among our students.

Hnwever, this school reform is in
Jeopardy.
' am deeply concerned that the cur-
rent leglslative actions of the Michigan
Housc and Senate wil result In some unrea-
sonable amendments to the School Code
and will undo much of the education reform

for 3
Proposed
changes to the educa-
tlon reform faws
include:

House Bill
4240 sceks to repeal
the requislte site-
based decislonmaking
process, which, as
Battle Creek Lakeview
has clearly demonstrated, is operating with
great success. if HB 4240 passes, the call for
Involvement by al) education stakeholders
will disappear from the law.

House Bill 4241 sceks to repeal the
requirements for a mandatory core curricu-
tum, even though nine out of 10 parents say
they support setting and enforcing strong aca-
demic standards in the basic subjects of read-
(ng, math, writing, science and soctal studles
for all children {n every school district.

There are other bills pending that
will nat improve education for our children
but will, instead, obstruct the progress
toward quallty education reform. For
Instance, Senate Bi1 679 weakens quality
instructlon and quality educatlon by Institut-
ing fast track teacher certification for people
who think they would like 10 teach high
school. The bil) requises no knowledge of
how to teach a subject—to make [t come to
life, take on meaning and utllity for a child—
or how to reach a student—to know that
every child Jearns differently and under-
stand how your child [earns best. Al that's
required Is occupational experlence, a B.A.
degree and enough background information
10 pass a skills exam.

What it all comes down to Is the chil-
dren. What our lawmakers—Indeed, what all
of us—ought to be gulded by, talking about
and acting upon Is what's good for children,
for teaching and for learning. Ultimately,
that's what it's all about. .

1 urge you to contact your legislators
today and ask: Will these proposed changes
and repeals of education reform benefit
every student in every nelghborhood,
regardless of Income or opportunity? Will
they improve the way children are taught?
will this new legislation change for the bet-
ter the way they learn?

Let the answers to these questions
be the litmus test for change in education
reform laws.

Jullus A, Maddox
MEA prasident

Sf84 WMichigan Education Association

world's Biggest

world's Biggest

Big New

Man-made Ski F
Ironwood, Ml

weather Vane
Montague, MI

Tower RatePLUS™ Savings

Michigan National Bank

ntroducing Michigan Natlonal Bank’s new 6.50% APY RatePLUS savings account. This incredible inter-
est rate 1s higher than a lot of money market and CD rates, except its fully liquid. As a RalePL.US
Banking customer, youli also enjoy checking with unlimited check writing. Plus, you get preflerregd rates
HE on selected products and much more. So get a rate as high as many other investments around and the
) secuslty of FDIC Insurance with RatePLUS. Just stop by your local branch or call. 1-800:CALL-MNB

Michigan
National
Bank

N han s Acired DBk Fwe LLN Knags AW @ AIAtie Beeiou [We. TR 0500 A Perceisagr Yiekt a1 OF Sepsenier b 1G5, biud 51000 Qs IO SRImam Iin SHDAX0. 68 ARY pivaniesd dwenat
a0 rrtryint A1 1AT 2O Ruatnval 1ok FERervTs He 1993 K) R B IS (LU LUS mTAAXS (AT Chrc kg AR e STLLS ST Ak foe (ra. Moot 10K




