TiSeers

DR

STELVREREAILTING

AB(A(*7B)

The Observer/MONDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1995

A W S5l
Qewe ) V4 44 Ta 3386
by LR

e

[ el
St A oy G P
-

MEIRNKNE
R5K DI MOD A AN
| MR IGAII A
X e 0N TS
ey T Y
isiays

Sy s e

“e - e
s e 108 20 90

O 70 K422 A LGRS AT KT
e )

Cowrd Gmnaa
Wi et e L2 Yo

Lot §
D
-

=
wiad s
St
DB

A oo e 4 bun W bm
fristbyt=p=ty tetay

—:':]11"
[ )] i
-%-du" Gy

]

1

v rmireiNam O
—

2
~m

L)
iR aesn

L
N b
Moo om0 K 4 o Ty W1 10
Ly
Pt et

R e d ot W Kl
TR mlbd LIV
K3 0 UREST

i it

1
aein >
awn w1y 0 0 K TR Kn (VTG B3
[ T oz
iy
a 0 {15 8
Intaear
i e 0g PR
PR e
i by
F X iven
Yy U RIS
e )
Al bl
Sommenianim .
o
Puktad 40> Dastw
“mw" e 2 L dam e
]
)

[ =-TS
@ Sarm

won BRSO EIE
o "

on e, SAYEI

an

T
£X65AIX

. niwlow JRAOR
vy

@navm
eV et
e Ao

R T

o et o 51
{3 o ok

madlidiéin

-mmﬁﬁlﬁw- a1

e

220173

Ve 12 0e
Taearaea
ntad Arties Gakiund
oy~

T ST Y
4 v 4 e S @ |
TORINSIRIAIE
1 e
Rmn
3 uilai“
priziey
Caled A3 11 Babs.

Ty T

0 Y
S 4202 46 mne

R h’
L]
gy -

, ”»

e i)
TLIALATALS
Bl Mt Ve vy
o Ukt wring 3386000
oF DY

[
)

by
.’.-.aﬂ;gg.“
‘Rt

‘Mallrats’ fails to capture rude edge

Four yvam ago
Kevin  Smith
sold hls comlc
book  collection
to help fund his
823,000 debut
femture,
“Clerks.” Not
only has ho prob-
ably been able to
buy it back; he's
snagged  Marvel
Comics legend
Stan Leo for n
sophomore elfort,

" JoHN
MONAGHAN

camev in his
“Mallrata.”

The new film should be a simi-
lar dream come true for fans of
Smith's rude, raw brand of hu-
mor. But while “Mallrats™ tries
hard to recapture that edge, the
gags fall mostly flat.

Brodie and T.S, are & pair of
iwenlysomething ladabouts who
five at the local shopping mall,
buying comlc books, cating at the
food court, and pond:{l.n‘ l‘lzv

@ You had the sense
with director Smith
that given a ilttle more
money and time, ho
enuld nrobably bo-
como a fino director.
His work In “Matlrats”
hints at little flalr be-
kind the camera, his
static shots and lel-
sursly pacing even
move lald back than
tho survelllance cam-
ora-style black-and-
white from *'Clorks.’

to safoty. Meanwhile, Silent Bob
(played by director Smith) be-
licves he can move objects with
his mind.

One of the girlfriends s played
by Sh Doherty, enjoying ber

ing of life. C.

they've just been dumped by thalz
girlfriends and spend tho rest of
the filin trying to win them back.

Played by skateboard champ
Jason Lee and “Dazed and
Confused” star Jeremy London,
these are extensions of Dants and
Randy, the convenience store em-
ployees from “Clerks.” Brodie,
whoso latest invention is a “stink
hand” handshake, walks a thin
line between offenslve sociopath
and oddly endearing soclal critic.

They enlist the help of Jay and

fizst hig acvaen apportunity since
leaving the cast of “Beverly Hills
90210." Though hardly a carcer-
saving part, she'a not bad, though
Smith can't help but piant an in-
side joke when someone recognle-
¢3 her an Bren

Mostly the movie suffers from
overkill. Stan Lee almost embar-
rasses himself in a much-too-
lengthy camea whers he tatks
sbout hls comic book heroea aa

{ons to a Jost love. Ch

actor Michael

Silent Bob, a pair of
slightly menacing drug dealers
from the previous film. Wearicg
the same backwards baseball caps
and rock T-shirts, they deviss
elaborata Wile E. Coyote-atyle
plans to destroy a live television
taping.

Their bungling leada to some of
the film's funnieat moments.
Chased by security guards and
trapped in a dead end corridor,
the dynamic duo shoots a Bat-
hook into the rafters and jelisuns

X
comic foil for our heroes.

Even the best running geg — a
lumpy guy camps out in front of
one of those frritating 3-D Magic
Eye displays where everyono can
sce the sailboat but him —
doesn't know how to deliver a sat-
islying payoff. Like most of the
movie, it just repeats iteelf and
then trickles away.

You had the sense with director
Smith that given a little more
moncy and time, he could proba-

Seven deadly sins. Sevenwaystodie:

B m o ooy rueosa®

> ¥iS A CANTON -
[Sovicas e wanal
5

TSTARCTAYLOR®

IO > R IO A

HOW TO MAKE AN

éMERICAN QUI

Attho Msll: Jason Lee, left, and Jeremy London play ‘

friends who lose their girifricnds at the mall in

“Mallrats.”

bly became a fine director. His
work in “Mallrats” hints at little
(air behind the camer, his statlc
shats and leisurcly pacing even
mare lald back than the surveil-
lance camers-style black-and-
white from “Clerks.”

What previously played as
breezy and slice-of-life now comes
off too sell- lously clover.

only one to be done in by th= re.
sounding blandness of the local
shopping center. At least
“Mallrats” s better thon the
Woody Allen-Batte Midler turkey
“Scenes from a Mall" — though
just barely.

To leave ¢ message for John
fonaghan, dial 953-2047, mail-

Even Jay and Silent Bob bave
loat their edge, transformed, as
the opening credits suggest, into
comperatively cuddly comic book
characters.

In his defense, Smith Isn’t the

box number 1866, on a Touch-
Tone phone, fox him a note at
591-7279, or write him in care of
Arts & Entertoinment, Observer &
Eecentric  Newspopers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150.

HALE/WALKER - “SONG-ART"
Plano/Soprano Duo

Friday, October 27th - 8:00 p.m.

LR

Church

Unlite:
8000 Woodward at Chandier - Detrolt
Adults $7.50 * College $5.00 * Youth $3.00 .
, FREE PARKING, conventent, well lighted and supervised.
.. Can (313) BTS-T070 for tinformation aod ks

Christina  Thor
Ricc Birch Hmn

Melanie
Griffith

“TH

Ashlehmston

Demi Rosle Rita
Moore  O'Donnell  Wilson
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