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E@tha“ from page 1C

“Great players mmake great
playw. It was the same when we
had (Nick) Williams and {Kevin)
Bryunt last yeaz, Herrington
said. “Jason got beat twice (piny-
ing the secondary), but he came
through when we needed him.™

Stevenson put three TDs on the
board in the sevond hall.

‘The Spartans, behind the paus-
ing of senive quarterback Dean
Bacheller (9-0of-16 for 171 yards)
began their comeback with a pair
of third-poriod TDs.

Junior tailback Gade Clark (17
for 54 yards) capped an 11-play,
80-yard drive with 2.yard TD run
with £:59 left in the quarter. Tight
end Rob Drulet's 35-yard catch
frum Bacheller set up the score.
(The Spartans missed the point-
after attempt.)

Wins

from page 1C

Alter a shart Harrison pust,
Stevenson took just alx playas to
scoro again, this time Bacheller
hoaking up with split end Jeff
Backus on & 32-yard scoring play
at the 2:55 mark.

Backus, who led all reccivers
with 120 yards in receptions,
couldn’t hold on ta the two-
pointer, but the senior csught a
53.yard bomb from Bacheller
with 357 to go in the final quarter
to give the Spartana a stunning
18-17 advantage.

“I asked the thetorical t

mmo 21.20, looked as if they
would blow out ths Spartena dur-
Ing the first hall.

Harrison took the opening
kickoff 71 yards in soven ploys,
scoring on Kevin Bambenck's 32-
yard pass to a wide-open tight eod
Marcus Carter.

The Hawks' Nick Shaleb then
recovered n Stevenson fumble on
the ensuing kickoff. Harrison
marched to the Stevenson 7-yard
line, but Backus intercepted
Bambenek in the end zone.
I’im:‘ed in by poor field posi-

to our kids at halRime, "Were wo
getting our butts kicked?’ and no-
body felt they were,” Gabel sald.
“There was no panic at halftime,
but we were disappointed to bo
dawn 17-0.

“We talked about adjustments,
the normal things. 1 thought our
defense was very good the first

1f, and it was some of the best
1've acen from our team all

“We thought they would double
team Rich wherever he weat. So
we sent Rich in motion and
pitched it the other way to Less-
way, and there was nobody there.”

The 6-2, 225-pound Lessway re-
tumned an interception €9 yards to
finish the scoring. He also had
nine tackles on defense, one less
than teammate Eric Pierce.

y. who had 22 carties,
bas gained 847 yards (for an aver-
age of 7.1) and eight TDs this sca-
son

Wilson also had twa recepticns
for 26 yards and two returns for
61. He set up the TD with a 42.
yard run during a three-play, 55-
yard drive.

“He gets overlooked in this
league because there are so many
good backs,” Naumcheff said,
“but he lias a heart as big aa thia
field”

The Raiders had a 424-213 edze
in rushing yards and & 505-248
overall yardage advantage.

North's Brad Rivers completed
five of pine passes for 79 yards.
Beal caught three paases for 55,
and Jef Fraser added 51 rushing
yerds on six carries.

“Rich is one of the finest kids
1've coached because he’s so un-
gelfish,” O'Leary said “It’s been
a frustrating year because we lose,
but these are great kids to work

with™

Churchill linebacker George
Shanlikian kad 15 first bits and
22 total tackles. Nathan Jerome
completed three of 13 passes for
35 yarda.
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could feel the mo-
i i to start the third
“They moved the ball on the
ground to set up their passing”
he said. “They did a lot of play-
action when we were in our 6-2
(alignment) coming up to jam.
And then they started to beat our
¢ corner men. Bacheiler is very
good. He hurt us last year, and he
did again this year.”
The Hawks, who beat Steven-
son in last yrar'as championship

tion, starcd another
Harrison scoring oppertunity in
the faco when the Hawks drove to
the 2. But the Hawks coughed up
the ball on a fumble to end the
first quarter. (Stevenson’s Ryan
Culloty recovered).

Harrtisan, however, got the ball
back at the Stevenson 39 on the
::Lccnd series of tho second peri-

And this time, the Hawka
cashed in when Bambenek, who
Xept Stevenson off-balance with
rellont ection, arored on a S-yard
Tun.

“Kevin has a lot of experience
after starting for us all last year
(as a sophomore) and he'll make
the plays when ho has to,” Herr-
ington aaid. “He runs pretty well
for a akinny basketball player.”

Harrison's strong leg, Kyle Ves-
sell, then became a weapon.

He sttempted a 50-yard ficld
goal with 2:57 lcht in the haif. The

ball had plenty of dintance, but it
nailed just wide,

But aher Admin Smerecki
picked off a Stevonson pass, Vea-
sell made hla second try count
with a 50.yarder. Thu boot just
cleared the crossbar, giving the
Hawks a 17-paint advantage with
59 seconds remaining until inter-
misslon.

*Qur specinl teams had a bad
week last week (versus Walled
Lake Western),” Herrington sald.
“The wind became a [fuctor
whether it waa (ur or agninst you.”

Gabel said special teama also
played o key part in the outcome.

“They have a great, great kick-
oz, he said of Vessell. “The one
he misscd was mote pectacular
than the one he made.”

The win improves Harrison's
record to 7-1 overall and puts the
Hawks in solid positien to make
the state playoffs onco ogain in
Clasa A-Region 111,

Stevenson, meanwhile, dropa to
6-2, but the Spartans are still very
;\izluch alive in Class AA-Region
"We'll wait and szc what _hap-
pens after the season,” Gabel
said. “We have to beat (Livenia)
Churchil] first. The playoffs are
really a distant goal.”

Harrizon, despite all its post.
scason success under Herrington
(223.51-1 career mark), alrcady
achieved une of its 1995 aims.

*Qur No. 1 goal every year is to
win the league,” he aaid.

Granger makes comeback

BY DAN O'MEARA
BTANY WRITER

ARer having his body and pride
hurt Friday night, Joson Granger
struck a blow for himacll and hix
foatball team.

“The 160.pound senfor wcored
tho last 14 polnts of the game to
rally Farmlngton Hills Harrlsan
for o 31-18 win over host Livonia
Stevenson.

The victory gave tho Hawks
their third etroight Western
Laken Activities Asnuciation
champlonuhlp and 11th overall.

s ARer tho Spar-
tans had scored 18
unonawered  sec-
ond-hall paints to
crano & 17-0 halfs
time deficit,
1 Gronger  returned
*I the kickof¥ 87 yarda
to put Harrlaon

or back in the lead.
“They had the mementum, and
my brothers told me 1 had to de
something to toke it away from
them,” Granger sall.

“As long as they were stopping
me, they were getting excited and
coming up with big playn. 1 had ts
do something to calm  them
down.”

Stevenson squibbed its kickolfs
all evening in an attempt to keep
the ball away from Granger.

But this particular kick went
duwn the middle of the ficld and
had enough end-over-end momen-
tum to reach Granger ot his 13-
yard line.

1 felt I could bust one if they
Kicked it to me,” Granger sald.
My brothers told me to hit the
hole fust and go to the outaide —
and it worked.”

Granger sulfered 8 mouth Inju-
ry In the first quarter o3 a reanlt
of what he belioved was & late hit,
fle wos struck under the chin,
pushing a toath through hia losver
lip.

‘In the second half, Granger was
burned twico on deep pass plays,
“Pho first set up Stevenson's:first
wnchdown, and the second wus a
yurder to Jeff Backus thot
wde the score 17-12,

“No, 17 (Backus) — he's just
flat-out good,” Granger aaid. 1
never hud a receiver do that on me
antil this gome. [ woa on him;
he's just good.

%1 didn't think (Stevenson
qunrterback Idean  Bacheller)
would throw it that far, Ho has a
yood sem, but 1 thought It was
short. Whon [ looked wup,
{Backus) woa in the end zone with
the ball”

After hin kickeff roturn,
Granger had a long run to set up a
Justing FD and twe.paint con.
yersion — buth by him — that
e the keore 31-18.

Most people figured Granger
would be the difference in the
gume, and before it was over that
proved to Lo the case,

(iranger's own offensive talents
ennbled him to recover hls pride,
anil the vutcome helped lessen
the pain of hininjury.

in Wayne,

Aquatic exercise classes for people wit
130 programs the United Way supports.
Oakland, and Macomb counties. So, please,
you support the United Way,
the homeless,

We Helped Push This 74-Year-Old Man Into The Pool.

h arthritis are just some of the more than
Programs that are working to help people
give generously. Because when
you help not only the elderly but also the sick,

and countless others in need.

Touch a life, The United Way:
United Way Torch Drive 1212 Griswold Dotroit, MI 48226 313-226-9200
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‘General Motors.
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