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POINTS OF VIEW

More tricks than treats at state charter schools |

he atate Sensto, prodded by ldo.
v ologues an the State Board of

Education, is about to ram
through changes in the School Codo.
Fow amendments will be allowed to al-
ter the ideology of SB 672.

Ono major feature will bo to 1ift the
cap on the number of “public school
academies” (PSAs) that may bo
chartered. Charter achools, as thoy're
also called, are a year-old idea of un-
tested morit. None 1s reported to have
graduated anyeno.

Why, then, aro the ideot

Ah, but educating students jsn't the
namo of tho game. Tho namo of the
game I3 aatisfylng parents — particu.
tarly authoritarian, fundamentalist
parents — with tax dollars and govern-
ment power.

Consider the “vision” statement
Clark Durant concoctod and rammed
through tho State Board of Edcuation:
multiple reforences to parents, Consid-
er tho testimony of Nancy Jenkins, the
so-called rescarch assistant of Michi-
E‘;\n Faml!y‘fomm, before the Senats
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in
such a dithor to charter moro PSAs?
ghouldn't we examine thelr effocts on
students? Shouldn't we study test
scores and other measurea of perform-
ance?

Ty

r

BY WARAEN SCHROFRDER
Gul COtLMNIST

sually a parent is roluctant to ac-

knowledgs his child'a first “F."

As ono of tho four parents (Aug.
28, Parmington Obscrver) that removed
thetr child from public school, I cher-
ish my daughter's first “F.”

My daughtor was tho onc that was
double promated. Sho recoived 22 4's
and 13 5'a on her final quarter fiRth-
grade report card. How is it possible
that this child can bring homo a paper
with an “F” in grammar from a privato
middle school?

15 it becauso she is deficient in cong-
nitive ability? Is it because she is inca-
pable of applying hereelf academi lly?

parents, two to d { d.)

P hip for New Educa-
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that stars aro embedded in the Fir-

The {dea of public schooling is to
raiso kids abouve tho level of their par-
ents. If schoals woro guided by authori-
tarian parents, we'd atill ba teaching
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ucational programs for tho top two or
three percent of the population.” Asa
parent of a high-ability child, 1found
that statement unaccoptable and elect-
ed to cducate my daughter elsewhero.

Children that score at or above the
97y tile are usually H i
gifted. The figuro s based on national
averages, Tho Formington district is
blessed; last year the district tested
855 filth-grade students.

At the average of 3 percent you could
expect 26 children to bo connidered
gifted. In the quantitative category, 120
children or 14 percent tested at or
nbove the 97 percentilo.

1n the cognitive verbal category, 74

15 it because public school teachers are
unwilling or unable to teach? Or is
there another explanation?

‘For the record, my daughtor was re-
moved from the Farmington Public
School system primarily based on n
conversation that my wife and two of
the ather parents had with Dr. Max-
field and Judy White late last fall.

The dlstrict made the t that

hildren ot nine percent tested at or
above the 97 percentile. This repre-
sents a significantly higher number of
students than the district’s estimation.
1t also represents an unaccoptable
number of students whose academic
needs are not being met.

As to why my daughter reccived a

grammar paper graded “F,” the answer
is in the district's awn “Languago Arts

_ “wenever have and nover will have ed-

Dysfunctional families are g

"1t renda: “Rescarchers recommend

t and never have heard of Ev-
olution and Abolltion.

Last week tho Stato Board of Educa-
tion recelved a status report on 37 op-
erating or planned PSAs from the
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that grammar instruction not be em-
phasized in a formal sense at the ele-
mentary level . . . because many chil-

tion, Somo sound good,

West Michigan Academy of Environ-
mental Science, Grand Rapids, *
"ptresses scademic achievoment and
sound character and citizenakip princi-
ples emphasizing reaponsibility to tho

and society.” Livi
Technlcal Academy in Brighton is of-
fering 11th and 12th graders a “school-
to-work manulacturing program.”
Merle Acadomy for Creative Arts and
Sclonces will open in 1996 in South-
fiold with “'arts education an Integral
part.”

But I have questions about others:

@ Thomas Gist Academy in Westland
will “prepare students to succeed in
tho global free enterprise economy” —

ing (predefined outcome) that children
regardless of ability cannot exceed.
According to the district’s guide-
lines, hi in el y
school Is yet another academic endeav-
or th:xt now cxtcccda that ceiling. My

dren have difficulty with the abstract
nature of grammar.”

Children who had difficulty in a par-
ticular subject matter in the past were
given additional holp to meet the ob-
jective. The district’s Qutcomes Based
philosophy is to dumb all child
down to a consistent lovel.

In order for the district’s mission
statement “All children can learn” to
be vinble, it mandates the lowering of

demi dards sa that all child
can indeed learn.

In Outcomes Based Education it is
the distict, not the student, that sets
the Jevel of academic achievement. Un-
der Outcomes Based Educatin no child
fails. A child's grade or academic
achievement is no longer a function of
his or her ability or dedication to uu'uk,

cei

LS {an“F” ona
paper simply because she had not been
formally taught the subject in the pub-
lic elementary school system.

1'm grateful that her new achool,
with their higher academic standards
and grading system, brought that defi-
ciency to my attention. It is for easier
to correct at this level than it would be
at the high school or college level.

Itis the parent who must ultimately
accept the responsibilty fora child's
education. Why ig it that a private
school thet spends less than one quar-
ter of what the local public school sys-
tem spends ($8,760) per ycar both ex-
pects and delivers higher ncademic
standards?

Are other parents also being
deceived by the magic of the Outcomes
Based Education grading system into

the district i an acad il

believing that their child: are attain-

in kindergarten through fifth grade? -

® Acndemy of Detrojt-Southfield will
complement core academics with a
“Husiness and entreprencurial compo-
nent" — for K-6th grade?

Academies which concentento on
arts, science and the fob market secm
to be balanced by academics that ars
ethno-centric or trying to indoctrinate
kids in ideologics, some fundamental-
ist, others ultra-liberal,

1t would be unwiso to give them the
title of *public schools”, worse to giva
them tax dollars and power to set
teacher certification rules.

‘Worso for students, that is.

Tim Richard reports on the local im-
plications of state and regional events.
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ing academic excellence?
How many parents of children at or

close to the 97 percentilo are aware that -

by the district’s own admission their
child’s potential is now forfeit?

1 remember when Dr. Maxfield came
to the district, his stated educational
philosophy was “Equity and Excel-
lence.” Farmington public schoola re-
cently published 1995-96 information
brochure now reads “quality and
equity.” Where's the excellence?

The school board and Dr. Maxfield
may find it acceptable to lower aca-
demic standards and throw out exel-
1ence. I do not. Each parent must de-
cide if the district’s academic objec-
tives are in their child’s best interest.

‘The question that as yet remains
unanswered for now and for the near
future is simply: Is the district’s Qut-
comes Basc Education cxperiment the
answer or will it prove only to exacer-
bate a preexisting academic declino?

Warren H. Schroeder tives in Farm-

ington Hills. His doughter is in her first -

year at Our Lady of Sorrows School in
Farmington. !

at root cause of social ills

eter Luke i a reporter in the Booth

@ Newspapers' Langing bureau. In his col-
: umn last Sunday, he produced tha inter-
esting idea that the Michigan Legislature may
be on tho way to giving something more than
mere Hp sorvico to the now-trivialized phrase
“family values.”

‘As cvidence, Luke pointed to bills now under
sonsideration that would make it tougher to get
a divoreo, crack down on underage drinking and
restrict driving privileges for teenagers.

1 think ho's on to something.

" Most thoughtful people arv beginning to
come around to conclude there is something ter-
ribly important about maintaining intact, func-
tioning families as social units that can pass on
values and ethica and disciplino to the unruly
impulses of adolescents.

+ Interestingly, tho day after Luke's column
was published, the wiro sorvices moved a pleco
teporting U.S. Census Bureau findings that tho
percentago of single-parent families s continu-
{ng to grow in tho U.S. Fromn low 13 percent in
1070, the figure rose to 22 porcent in 1880 and to
8 percent In 1990. Last year it was noarly 31
Ppercent.

" Ol the 11.6 million slngle-parent families na-
:donwidn.ﬂ.\) million are headed by mothers and
1.6 million by fathors. Neatly two-thirds of
black families with children are headed by sin-
gle parents; for whites, {t's 25 percent.

t Natlonwide, 30.5 percent of all births (22 per-
‘cont white, 68 percent black} are now out of
‘wodleck, the highest in the world.

. Ask tha cops. Tho kids who get in trouble
‘with tho law tend to come from broken homes.
{Ask tho teachars. The kids who are In trouble at
. ’school are more ofken than not from singlo-par-

{ont familioa, Ask the social workems, Dysfunc-

itlonal famlies are the single most commaon root

icauso for a wholo range of social ills from drug

'abuse to sexual abuse.

i Qur socioty’s crisia {a not logal. I's no longer

'even racial, It |s social. Whole nelghborhoods of

children are growing up without families, most-

}ly without fathers and usually without the hab-

i3, schooling and skills requlired to aurvive In

‘todky'o world. .
" |. ‘Tho obvious question ts vglut!nzr adeviceas

have an undeniablo effoct. If a couple is child-
less, the divorce would bo granted if both par.
tics want it. But if ono spouse objocts or if thero
aro kids, tho divorco would be granted only if a
spouso broke tho marriago contract — b.e.,, adul-
tery, abuse, drugs, drinking.

But most abusca remain stubbornly immune

" oven to legislative prohibition.

1 think inatead wa should explore novel ways
to punish (and, hopefully, doter) bad behavior
and to stimulate that old-fashioned feeling,
shame.

Newspapers already print the names of
“johns,” men who are arrested for soliciting
prostitutes, as well s people convicted of drunk
driving. What about requiring convicted drunk
drivers to put an fcon of a bott!e or a big red
“I3" on their licenae plates? Big-time troub-
lemakers in school uzed to be mado to woar
dunce caps; why not now? v

houldn't unwed, und
required to live with their parent(s) Instead of
using wolfare to got their own apartments? And
why ahouldn't we start enforcing tho old regula-
tion that overy birth certificate has to contain
the Social Security nuraber of the father?

Wringing our hands about the docline in fam- .

fly values seoms pointloss; Wkat wo noed to do
in identify concrote ways in which our social in-
& tans can halp the valuss af the family, ow

{elumey s a bill ena higan Legle.
:lature can really do anything cuncrete or ef{ac-

i

undsr assault from & complex, rapidly changing,

. tive about raversing the trend taward
- iing familes. ' i
"y In the case of divorce, whoro ihe Legiaiaiirs
o conaldurl itdng tho nn-fault diveros
“*law, it weome clear that pasalng & law would

and world,

Dhif Paser is chairman of the company that
owns this newpaper, His Touch-Tons volce mall
number i (Ri3) 0292047, E:‘.. 1855,
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