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Batterers learn how to change with intervention

They're grown men, who batter
their spouses vr female partncnd
because they think it's okay.

But the MENS. program of
HAVEN is where they gv to learn
(Iuﬂrn-nlly \lcn l-.nr:nmx \en

Vivteat 5
atands for. week in Oalhml
County, HAVEN halds classes for
batterers, most of whom have
been seat there by the county’s
court system.

“Hatterers intenentivn ix one
trart of what we call community-

coondinated response,” said Kath.
feen Laprise, director of the
M.E.N.S. program. Reporting the
vivlence and getting help from the
police department and the court
ts all wrapped up in making the
)

Laprise cxplained that
hsttering is mote than sn anger
cuntrol problem. “He gets angry,
not just with his partner, but
doesn't strike vut at everyone. He
makes a choice. He wants control
uf the sitution,” she said.

Classea attended by groups av.
ecaging 12 to 19 men ore held
momingy, early evenings and late
eveningy. A total of 250 men are
currently going through HA-
VEN's intervention program.

Class visitor

Recently, this reporter sat in s
an observer on one of lwo mien's
groups that met in adjoining
rooms at a downtown church in
Pontize. Observers arc not al
towed to participate in the group

H ask any

uku any notes of tape remnl.
Only Mirst names are ured and
identities arv not revealed.

At this carly evening meeting,
tmost of the 15 men were In thelr
20s and 30 and a few wero mid.
tlle aged.

Tho two-hour mecting was an
absorbing sesalon where the men,
who have owned up to being
Lattercrs, talked nhout what they
are doing to stop their violent be-
havior. Co-facilitators — a man
and a woman for each class — lis-
tened as tho group leader, who is
one of the batterers, conducted
the program.

The group focuses by lighting o

‘candle nt the beginning of the

class, and each persan attending
gives his or her name, Each man
who wishes gives che namo of a
spouse, partner ur child to whom
he dedicates the class.

A small, fuffy toy duck, re-
ferred to aa a “duckic,” is passed
around, just to keep the clana cen-
teredd on who has the floor.

The hot seat

At most mectings, a question
and answer session between the
facilitators and the men is a

lengthy ane. “We call it ‘the hot
scat.' " Laplne said, “[ ask them
lots of questlona they don’t want
to anywer,"

Lapine asked one of the men tu
caplaln why ho said ha was “em-
barrassed” when ho went to court
with his wifc. Sho gut him to ave
knowledge that his purpose in
apologizing to his wife, just before
the court scsajon, was really to get
the Judge to go casy an him.

“Haotterers  usually comeo up
with excuses. We go heyond that,
We keep challenging them.” sho
said.

Sometimes othor business
takes up a lot of tho classtime.
‘This night the fitst hour was cen-
tered nround a man who declared
he was nut o batterer. He said he
had o problem — with hia wife,
He and hia wife had “a heated or-
gumcnl and he told her to “ahut
up * She called tho |>ulxce and hu

“taraed himself [n.”

After about a half hour, the
group got him to admit that he
had been " * He denled
1 hee wnd
only admitted to verbal nbuse.
Facilltator David Garvin pointed
out verbal abuse is not a charge
for an arrest,

‘The man sald his wifo's bruises
were from objecta she came in
contact with at work. He also
sald, “She brufses tall!y You just
have to touch her.”* o sald he
didn't belong In tho batterem
claxs,

Brcauzs the first step {n for n
man to admit he has & problem
und that he Ia nccountable for it
the group leader suggeated the
clans “voto him out.” Thoy did,
and he left the room.

In denial

After closs, Lapriso said that no
one s kept In the program unless
he acknowledges that he {n a
bnttercr. If somcone who was in
denlal stayed, his partner would
think he's getting better whea he
wasn't, he wauld just be sitting in
clana to avoid the consequences
and he would not be changing his
ways, Usually going to clasa fora
year ix in licu of going to jall, for a
misdemeanor,

The second hall of the class
wan devoted 1o the gquestion and
answar wnanion

Class ended with 20 seconds of
ailence in memory of wamen who
have been battered. Them, the
leader blew out the candle

OUR SECOND BRANCH
IN FARERINGTORN HILLS IS NOW OPEN.

We've grown by discovering what open. Come visit cither of our Fanmington
usuwsvm:.middnuu‘wuwwbm Hills ofices, have 2 cup of coffee and
peoplein Farmingion Hills wanted another disoover the unique pleasure of getting
branch, with the szme kind of personal  personal attention from your tank. We'l
service we alvmys ofer—we delivered it. - even give you a cookie to cedebrate your
Our new branch on 12 Mile Road b now  good fornme.

MADISON NATIONA
BANK

-
* B take your basincas perasnally

_ VfdeReed
(Exst of Halsiead)
810-348-9030 810-626-6190
Mezber FDIC
Providence Women's and Children's
Center offers pediatric services.
Vie are pleased to ethe of Michelle D.
Collins, MD, z pedlatric speciallss, to our med!ul staff to
provide the special care your child needs.

Dr. Collins graduated from Way'ne State Univenity deol of
Medlidne in 1986 and d her and

at Children's HmpiuL Shels boankmlﬂed with subspecialty
tralning In pediatric Infectious di

Dr. Collins Is a membre of several medical societles !nzludlns
Medical md the
o( Pﬁ‘ i

She i3 an assistant of ped! at
Wayne State Unlversity.

1 this Lsn't 8 convenlent ime, we invite
§ou 10 sehadule 2n eppointment for your
chlllfl well-baby exam or pre-school phyzical,

Obstetrics and Gynecology services
Now thit your child Is back to school why not
u.kellmuuryoumumdvhltomolout four
Your child sill be immunized fot free p in and gy

and you'll have a chanoe to view out facll.

ity and mezt ous staff. Only Immuniaa-

tlons will be offzred during that time and
mnkmlywump!ybﬂngyoumnd‘:
immunization secord with yoi

Free immunizations offered
Throuzh 3 collaberative effort with tie
immunire fos Healthry Lives Frogram znd
23 3 3ervice to the community, we'te hav.
ing an fmmuniration day on Octobes 28
fiam 10 am -2 pm.

o Catherine Chartles, MD

MISSION*HEALTH
l Prrmocs Wonnds oo Camoend's Comea
" 33133 West Trwrive Mile Xosd

i,
Phone: (V10) 438.G850
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Come to Christie's
for all of your
Halloween Haunting

Annguncing

Christie's Halloween Event

Tussday. October 31,1995
Bpm — Midnight
FREE gift if you show up in costume!
Other FREE “Give-A-Ways” {whils they last)
PARTY FUN & REFRESHMENTS

« Viaeo Rentain
+ Riaque Joas QiRts
Pacty Gamen
- “Oves e Hat” Ot
+ Sensucs Cals & Lotiona

(810) 477-8500  :fxu¥

When you
e join, we'll waive

your joiner's
fee of $100.00!

Join Us At Our Open House
Saturday, October 28 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Enjoy the use of the YMCA FREE during Community Week.
Experience a variety of FREE classes and great facilties.
At the Farmington YMCA you and your family can enjoy:
» comprehensive exercise equipment
+ avariety of classes and activities for all ages
» clean, safe, friendly & fun environment

OCTOBER %-mmm 4
Farmington Area YMCA

26100 Famington Road« /4 mio N.of 12 Ml ."l_._!'ﬁ'm

JFARMINOTON. .
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