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Veronica *-‘fm;,.»am,,.;,; ST

valvea were not Vc!osln: and they

hooked her up to every tube imeg-

nable. Basically, we and
ited.”

waited.

When asked what got them  Problem ocourred
through the typleal houpltal According to Lestio,
:c!l::-cc;_-:cr side It&:!l‘nh!- i grckaess Shak o
cropreenile parcnta endure, Leslio den-
Helpple agrood that it was faith emergency Cessarcan was &

— along with the medical care
provided by Beaumont Dr. Karen
Hufnage! and a team of NICU

nuraes.
Richurd, credited

* the neopaial {atail). They wero ex.
+ cellent in there.”

the m:
tooaoa
iates

ca's heart rato,

l;nlln. sald, *Dr. Hufnogel and .

matic loss of smbiotlc fluld, and
concurrent accelorationof Veronl-

‘When she begen having con-
l.n\ctlunl late on Aug. A,IXDM, th:

S islon to conduct an
Pastor William Grafs of St
Marks Lutheran Church in Com-
merco Township and a congrega-
tion “that prayed every weok she
wan there.”

“Wa believed In tho care mightlose her”

was made. “But there was no wa-
ter to have sn ultrasound done.
That's when we began getting
norvoun, . Thoy (doclors) sald,
*Wa have to taks her now or we
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"They -began tatking /to),'us
about’ negatlve * pacalbilities,””
Leslie added, quigtly.

Such aa theie child belng born
with mentsl and/or physical
Eﬂ‘f‘iccm. The Ha!m:‘du nlJnAdy

0" A”untldn Arosy, “'all thoso
Imugos* raturned.

We thought, we would have a
baby with cevers brain damags,
and would we bu able to doal with
this,” ho sald.

Opails A

In that realm: their second child,
Amanda, 14, wac born with alight
carebral palay. (She la only im-
pacted physically, bothered by a
limp — and (s & top studsnt at
Cranbrook Kingawood).

‘Tuned in to tho dissbled be-
cause of Amanda, tho Helpples
became {nvolved at tho “Physical-
ly or Otherwise Health Impalred™
center in Waterford, whero their
oldost daughter had attended.
While volunteesing at POHI, they
saw many examplos of children
ot neariy as fortunate.

“They were kide basically
found to not be tralnable,” Rich:
ard sald, noting that when Veron-

Mothers’ group will honor Engler, Keenan;;

The Michigan Assoclation of
American Mothera Inc, will honor
1995 State Mother of the Year
Lynn Keenan and 1995 Mother of
Young Children Mlchelle Engler
at @ Juncheon on Saturday, Oct.
28, at the Clarlon Hotal in Farm.
ington Hiils.

Keenan, the daughter of former
Michigan Gov. George Romney
ond his wife Lenore, is married to
attorney Loren G. Keonan and
they huv‘o’ eight children and 21
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Of course, thelr worst fears were
never remilzed. ,But 1t took
$150,000 In 1084 dollars; other
medical setbacks (wurgery two
weeks Into her life to close heart
velves; she was hooked up to o
monitor lor the first yonr at home,
when nurces .reg:.tiagh‘( v'lait:qlll ,

queror,” a “surviver,”
They nlso got a pretty typicel

“Yeronica In not only normal,”
Richerd eafd. “At this stage of her
{ife sho's oxcolling in academice,
in athletics. She has many
friends, n strong religlous life, She
keeps her ream impoccably clean.
She might not be normal.”

The Brookelde Elomentary
School student llatens to Amy
Grant and Sheryl Crow, watches
Lols & Clark, goes to gymnastica
practico four times a wotk and

1ly haa a happy outlook on

and phy 's bills

bafore the Helpples could breaths

flvern the most remote sigh of ro-
of.

“You amortizo that over a lifs-
time, over a 70-t0-80-year life and
that's nothing,” Richerd aald,
“It's pennics a day and look what

ou get?"”

In thelr worda, they got a “'con-

She recelved her bachelor's de-
gres from Stanford University, did
gradunte work [n physical t.herm

life: *“Unleas I look at that book.”

Leslle snid Veronles simply
“doesn't like" looking st plctures
of her in the NICU unit. “It's re-
ally hard for her to accept.”

Looks to future
Yot, accordlng to Veranica, sha
knows how lucky she is, But eha

gree in government, a law dogreo
from the Unlversity of Texas, is a
member of tho Michigan and Tex-
ns bar 1 chaira the

py. has served on the
Special Olymplcs Board of Direc-
tors for the past five ycars, has
been a preaident and has
bean Jnvotved with the Red Crosa,
Glrl Scouts, Cub Scouts and with
womon'’s and children’s auxilia.
ries in her church.

Engler is married to Gov. John
Engler and gave birth to triplets
last year. She has a bachelor's de-

Michigan Community Service
C iasf ) for

would rather concentsate on hi
future, and her nest sesalon o
the uncven parsllel bare In &
family gym. p
Her mom and dxd also kng
how bleased they have been, af
hopn other parents don't givo up
they are ever put {n zimilar itz
tlone. e
“Wo feel the grace of God ap
the miracle of modern medicine]
what has given us this blesaliy,
times four,”" suid Rlchard;
ring to thelr children G
Amanda, 14, Veronlca, 11,
Renee, 8. “With Veronica, wWe
needed a lttle bit mors gracs abv
s little bit larger miracte.”
And how has the epl
changed them as parents? &
“Just enjoylng them for .wk%
they can do each day,” ho saifl.
“Each day you have a child is%
gift from God, Don’t take that f:,tt
granted.” %

xFoarecs
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itusl foundatlona of the family
and home. Members promofe
motherhood as a visble careor alid
help reduce illiteracy, drug

alcohol abuse, vielence, crims,

0
the Children’s Trust Fund and is
on the board of directors of the
Library of Michigan Foundation
and Michigan Citles in Publlc
Schools.

AMI is o national organlzation
working to hanor mothers and
strengthening the moral and sple-

hy and other th 3
family life. R
-4
To join American Mothers Iq8.
call (212) 765.2539 or malf your
name, address, phone num!
and $10 dues to AMI, Ths Wik
dorf Astorin, 301 Park Av&, Niw
York, N.Y. 10022. S

NO INTEREST!

NO PAYMENTS
UNTIL MAY 19501
‘The heot is on with One Hor Deal
Amana lunace, caniial cir condi-

tioner, o both and
wllMog‘ 1996°, Thats °;f‘ eaiin
- 360100 momwﬂ afficiancy.
And, Amana W.%mw :
comon yeat ahiat year. 50, i on
the heot — #'s Or:e Hol Doolt Ask
your Amona dodlar for delolls
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+ For 20 years, Sugarloal

ths filled with fascinating creations. Each
artisan is present to discuss their work and help with your
selections,

a ide 3<ty of quality finc arts and crafts
including leather, wood, glass, pottery, jewelry, paintings,
clothing, photogra,

f shows have set the standard for
quality. Exhibltors are sclected on the basis of originality of
Jeslgns, quality materials and superior workmznship.
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{ocal Farmer Jack grocer or call
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