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Museum offers

BY DIANE HANSON
BreciaL Warrex

“1 hear and I forget. § oo and |
remamber. I do and I dnder-
stand.” That old Chlnene proverb
{n basic to the phllosophy on
\:V'Mch the Aan Arbor .Hnndu-On

cineting exhibits and fa undergo-
ing oven mare expansion with the
rocent purchase of adjecent build-
inge on Bast Huron. A preschool
gallery and a multi-cultural gal-
lcry have already been added.
T'l:«‘m i I]‘I‘O space for travellng

axhiblt down. You can imagine
how sturdy the exhibits have to be
to take all theso thousands and
thousands of hands that are
pushing end pulling buttons.”
What o marvelous way for kids
to experionce firat hand so many
jentific principles. And adults

wan D
And there Is plenty to do at tho
museum in the old fire station on
Rast Huron Ave. The firchouss,
bullt in 1882, is on tho National
Registry of Historic Pinces,
Cynthia Yao, dlrector of the
mussum, wrote the proposal for
the handa-on facility 16 yeara ago.
“Interactive scienca was just
sort of an idea in people’s hends,”
recounted assoclate diroctor
Leslie Kimmoll. “She (Yao) was
very, very excited about it and
1 thet excif to the

that spaco

in cleared for the muscum’s annu-
al fund.relsing suction, but new
exhlbits should be coming In
again in November.

Tiffany Mapes of Dearborn was
ot the museum on a bright Satur-
day aftornoon with her husband,
Daniol and sons, Ryan, 11, and
Adam, 6.

‘They have u family member-
ship, and Tiffany confessed, ““We
come here often becauso thora's so
much for them to do. This Is fair-

I Ive. It's safe. Thoy can

rast of the cammunlty, and the re-
aponse thal we got was just in-
credible. The whole community
just pltched in and made thia
work.” N

dod

touch everything, They can play
with it. They'ro not going to break
anything. You can bo hore for
hours., Weo usunlly stay sbout
thres houra.”

According to Kimmel, “This

The haa expi
over the years to four floors of fas-

museum probebly never has an

Visiting:
Lindsey
Schwartz of
West Bloom-
field sur-
rounds her-
selfinagi-
ant bubble at
the Ann Ar-
bor Hands-
on Museum.

Exhibit celebrates architect

. House Beautiful will present
“A Lasting Vision: The Legacy of
Frank Lloyd Wright,” a nation-
wide exhibit to celebrate the work
of America's reve architect,
7:0ct. 31 to Nov, 2 at Meadow
{+Brook Hall.
+> For information, eall (810) 370-
138140, Meadow Brook Hall is on
‘:the Onkland University campus
‘+in Rochester.
s+ Underwritten by the Chrysler-
:sPlymouth Divislon of Chryaler
Corp,, tho oxhibit explores
*=Wright's lifo work and the contin-
““uing influence he has had en ar-
. chitecture and design. Io addi-
+ tion, the cxhlblt highlights the ar-
. chitect’s relstively unknown
¢ fascination with the automobile.
¢ "The Legncy of Frank Lloyd
, Wright" focuses on many of
} Wright's architectural and design
» works that were comploted after
 his death in 1959, Wright's love of
* cars is aloo explored, as are the
« many buildings he designed to ac-
* commodate them. The cxhibit in-
% cludes a photographic survey as
» well as a selection of Wright deco-
r

rativo arts objects. David Hanks,
noted Wright echular, is curator of
the show.
“Throughout the magazine's
history, our editors bave had an
ablding devotlon to Frank Lloyd
Wright and his work, and have
shared hia philosophy that ‘a
beautiful home furthered the good
life,' " said Louis Oliver Gropp,
editar in chicf of Houss Beautiful.
“it's only fitting that House
Beautlful co-sponsor thla extraor-
dinary exhibition,” eaid Jefl
Bureh, publisher of the Hearst
title. “Wright's homo fumishings
were first introduced to the Amer-
jean public through the pages of
Housa Beautlful in the 19505 Wo
are proud to continue to provide a
platform for his most notable de-
signs and ore honored to partner
with Ckryulu on this landmark

project.

The exhibit traveled to nine cit-
fes during the past year and will
travel to an additional nine cities
during 1995.96. It premlered in
the Detroit arca in November
1994,

need not be a aclence whiz to ex-
plain the workinps since each ex-
hibit has a sign posted nearby
with the facts in layman’s terms.

With moro than 76 exhiblts, ev-
oryone has a favorite. Ryan
Mapes llkod overything, but one
particular favorito was the echo
carphones. Adam Mapcee' favorite
was, “the globe thing” Botier
known as tho Star Sculpture, it's
a gloas globe with conatantly fluc-
tuating electrical currenta, kind of
1lke a continuous lightning storm.

From tho giggles of delight, it
wos obvious tual fuii-year-old
Lindsoy Schwartz loved belng en-
veloped in tho glant bubble.
Oblivious to the principles of sur-
faco tonsion and light refraction
through tho swltling pancls of
soap film, she may be able to call
on that experience in years to
come.

Lindsey and siater, Blalr 7, hud
come with thelr grandmother,
Lolas Howard of West Bloomfield.
This was their first trip to the
museum.

“Their parenta are out of town,
and we wanted to find a hands-on
type place, and wo were very
pleased,” said Howard. “It'a very
cleverly done. Children are not
afraid to touch.”

The shadow wall is another in-
triguing exhibit that attracts kids
and adulta alike. A bright flash of
light leaves a full-sized silhouctte
on the whito wall for sovoral min-
utes. Oddly contorted body posi-
tiona result in hearty laughter at
the images 1Rt behind. Peter Pan
would certainly have no trouble
finding his shadow there.

From tho hot air balloon that
rises on air heated by double
toasters to the holographic images
to the preschoal gallery to the per-
Iscopo  peering onto the

floor

Portralt: Frank Lloyd
Wright at Taliesin, Spring
Green, Wis., 1937 Hedrich-
Blessing photograph.

hands-on fun for kids

nbove to the geemetric patterns
crested in the white sand by vi-
brations, there Is something for
every ono and every age. If you're
louking for quality famlly tima
ond s fun learning experience, you
neod look no further than the Ann
Arbor Hands-On Museum,
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Filnt Youth Theatra presants
EDGAR ALLAN POE'S THRILLER

7:30pm: OCT, 20-29 & 27-28
240pm: OCT. 21-22, 28- 29

Yor ages 7 & alder. Under & not admiited.

Tho Ann Arbor Hands-On

Museum

Where: In the old firchouss at
210 East Huron Street, Ann
Arbor (corner of North Fifth
Avenuc)

Hourw: 10 am. to 5:20 p.m.
Tuesday-Friday; 10 em. to §
p.ro. Saturdays; 1-6 p.m. Sun.
days.

Admlsslon: $2.50 for children
ogea three and up, students
and senlor citizons, Adults, $4.
For moro information call:

Houw to get there

(313) 995-KIDS.

Halloween fun: For children -

ages 312, 6:20-7:30 pm. &
7:30-0 p.m, Monday, Oct. 30.
Ghosta and goblina will be
handing out “treats” as you
visit your favorite exhibits and

cipate in spooky activities
including a visit with County
Dracula. You can bave your
face painted, and get an animal
balloon at Clown Alloy, Cost $8
per person. Call (313) 995-5439
for ticket Information. .
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