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Southpaw Grammar
— Morrissey

“To be finished would be a relief,” sings Morris-
sey on ~The Teacbers Are Afraid of the Pupils,”
the 11 minute-plus opener on his seventh solo al-
bum “Southpaw Grammar™ (Reprise). It's his
umpteenth suicide line; with such lyrics, it's no
wonder he's been forever pegged as the music
world's moet impeccakly coiffed moper.

What's conticually overlooked is how much fun
moping with Morrissey can be. Sincs the exal!
heights of the Smiths in the 603 to his last solo
album earlier this year, few artists have presented
their listeners with such a thorough, complete ex-
plorstion cf a certain mood and feeling in a body
of work. Notoricusly guarded in his personal life,
over the course of his carver Morrissey baa never-
theless revealed more of himself through his mu-
aic than any artis? this writer can think of. Heis a
genius,

That said, there is gstonishingly little doom and
gdoom on “Southpaw Grammar.™ The guitars of

co-writers Boz Boorer snd Alain Whyte are once
again brought to the fore, making for Morrissey's
noisiest album yet. It is also his most difficult. For

3 it's bard to decide what to make of
*Teachen™ and the 10-minute closer, “South-
paw.” These two elephantine tracks loudly and
ponderously sandwich the other six songs, but de-
opite them, “Grammar™ careens st o astonishing
pace.

M /s lyrics are houghtful and

evocative, but as always, ring true later, after the
tush of the music fades. He is in fine voice, his
band in top form, so it's no surprise that cuts like
“Reader Meet Author” and “Daghenbam Dave”
are aggressively catchy and satisfyicg The al.
bum'’s real treasure is “The Racer,” as excit-
ing m slab of riffage as the Mozzer bas ever crooned
ovez, taken at a full gallop.
. Despite its lack of s trademark, meditative
_brooder and its epic, confuslng bookends, “South.
Grammss” has muscle Lo spare. in foct, the

each year. However, at this point in his carcer,
Morrissey bes the success, the clout end the mind
to do whatever bs wistes. Ona pets the feeling he

few mors
truly say that the older they got, the harder they
rocked?

—Todd Wicks

" A Rochester Hills resident, Todd Wicks is o sen-
lor journalism student at Michigan Stcte Universi-
ty.

Phish demurs on beihg next Dead

iy CurisTINA Fuoco
BTAIT WRiTxa

The band Phish has sold out ven-
ues like Madison Square Gardens in
New York, and is cxpected to pack
The Palace on Satunday. Sure, bands
Jo that all the time but what's so un-
usual about Phish is that they've
done it witkout the benefit of a hit
aingle or much ra<lis airplay.

Drummer Jon Fishman admits his
band's strategy for collecting such o
cult following has a lot to do with
pure luck and the way they treat their
audience.

“Well other than paying our audi-
ence . . . | guess we're not like mean
to them. We don't throw things at
them, break their limbs and treat
them (horribly) like some bands who
do nasty things to their audiences.
A e "

th t! ienice, the
more rezponse they get,” Fishman
aaid. .

“1 think it's just getting out and
playing a lot of gigs throughout the
years. We've had some sirplay but in
keneral it's all been from word of
mauth. We just got tucky.”

It has nothing to do with the fact
that rock magnazines and industry in-
siders have dubbed them “the next
Grateful Dead.™

*That's a bunch of {crap). A bunch
of malarkey. No one's the next any-
body. They're stili locking for ‘the
next Jimi Hendex' it's just because
we've got a lot of hippics in our crowd;
we're known as a live and
there's some similaritica to our repu-
tations as far as the consciousness. I
think the comparisona end there.

“We do have music where wo jam
and improvise. We're a rock band
that improvises. A rock band that im-
provises is a pretty general atatement
of i ... There's inl;
been no taass exodus from theGrate-
ful Dead crowd as it wero over to our
crowd. It’s not like zll the wealthy
businessmen who bought blecks of
tickets for Grateful Dead shows sud-
denly astarted doing that for our
shows, or all the old kippiea who used
to go to the Grateful Dead 30 years
#go throw on the tie-dies and sudden-
ly started doing that for us.”

Phish’s success has a lot to do with
pure talent. The band's live shows
stray frum the strict boundaries of the
“typical” rock show. During the free-
form musical happening it's not un-
commen for the band to break into
polka, an s cappella Hebrow folk song
in the middte of a rock set, an acous-
tical bluegrasa aumber, or a 15-min-
ute plugged in jam session. Fishman
is proud to have captured that feeling
on Phish's latest album “A Live
One,” which he calls one of their best

“For years 1 vaid, °I wish wo could
make en album that had the same
kind of energy that cur shows do.’ We
didn't necessarily wont ono that
sounds like a gig but wa did want that
tevel of energy. It scemed like {during

Superchunk goes it alone for quality

BY CiRISTINA FUOCO
BYArY Wermez

Por frenzied rockers Superchunk,
recording its latest album “Hero's
Whero The Strings Come In" (Merge)
was a stretc

“We zpent more time on it than
okhers, which s five days recording
and five dsys mixing.” sald gultarist/
vocalist Mac McCaughan of a process
that takes other basds montha, “For
us that's » lururious amount of time
!{: the studic. Wa just tend to work

at.”

Tha result is = stunning punk/pop
gem. The menic “Hyper Enough™
leads off the album which also n-
cludes slower, mere expanaive ronge.
One song, “Detroit Has A Skyllne,”
takes s look at the brighter side of

touring.

“It was kind of about our last tour
which was kiod of a disg of 2 tour.
There's & friend of mine who lives In
Datroiz who 1 bods't seen in & long

Travelln' to town: Phish — from left, Page McConnell, Mike Gordon, Trey Anastasio and Jon

Fishman — jump into the waters of the Great Lakes state on Saturday, Oct. 28, to play The

Palace of Auburn Hills.

prior recording sessions) that wo
would go into thia tiny box and atick
microphones in our faces and try to
get the same energy as if we wero out
in front of thousands of peopls who
wers screaming end yelling. It's hard
to duce that kind of

H 'We do havo music whore we Jam and Improvise.
We're a rock band that improvises. A rock band that
improvises Is a protty genoeral statement of compar-
ison.. . . There's certaluly heen no mass exodus
from tho Grateful Pead crowd as it were ovar to our

when there ian’t 8 crowd there.”

Now that they're “no longer hung
up an the idea of imitating the energy
of a live concert™ and they’ve tackled
the live album rock ‘'’ roll rite of paa-
sage, the band is looking forward to
spending the beginning of next year
atu:inx “a different chapter of our
life."”

‘That includes beginnlng work on 8
new record in early 1996, For this one,
they're returning to thelr roots by

-
-

Jon Fishman -

“clearing all the cooks out of the
kitchen” and producing it them-
selves.

“The best stuff from us has yet to
come. 1 don't think any of our albums
are o great album. ‘A Live One' is our
best album, at least energy wise. It's

\

Chunky rock: Superchunk plays St. Andrew’s Hull on -Sunday, Nov. 6, with Seaweed and

pretty good selection of sungs.” !

Phish piays The Palace of Auburn *«
Hills, 2 Championship Drive, Auburn '
Hills, at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 28, -
There is no opening band. Tickets are .-
320 for the cli-ages show. For more in+ *
formation, call (810} 377-0100. ‘
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