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School district launches

PR campaign on tax vote

By TiM 8Mrmt
HTATY WIS

Walled Lake school district of-
ficiala ere cranking up the public-
ity machine in efforts to reduce
confusion among residents about
the Nov. 18 millsge renowal elec.
tlon.

To ba decided on that Saturday
is a 10-year millage ronewal that
would continuo the existing oper-

dssociated supply,

WALLED LAKE

proactive as possible, and got aa
mu:'}: Information out as possl-

ble.!

If the millage ls defeatsd, the
amount of total lost revonue
would probably result In cuta to

and sorvices,
to a fact sheet balng distributed

ating millage rate of 16 mills for by the district, that monsy would to Jevy six mills while residents
buslnesses and 4.13 milis for resic  fund the following would pay the remainlng 4.18
dentlal property, At atake ia B Tho annual, epproximate coot *hold harmless” mills.
about 23 percent of the diatrict’s of operating nine of the district'a “Aftor tho last (bond) clection, i
operating budget for 1096-97, esti- 14 elemontary schoola. we did research, surveys, focus s =
(mated at $1,659 per pupil. R Al transpostation, athletics, goups,” Lange sald. “What wo " L=
Despite post-Proj A confu- dlat, mal hnolo- keep hearing is, there’s Just a A et
slon and backlash from throe g, staff dovelopment and supply w!:'elo lot of education that hasto [} _‘:,_:,‘, =
bond iasucs that were seust upand  serounts. akaplace” = SUNDAY, OCTOD I L
oot down betwoen Octobor 1093 B Nearly balf of the 1996-06 Gelsler sald there basn't s far oM gnr OCTOBER 29, 1(,9‘,’;2 e
and February 1995, Superintond hing staff — or b boen any algnificant oppositionto |1 40 mmmm nBM?OO Py
ent James Geisler sald the leaue @ An increasoe in clementary and the milluge renzwal bid. He did o 217 West mw‘:‘"m cm"u J odigety
at hand is etill protty cl L dary J g sy the district would have to look Beighion, Michigzn 43116 =]
“1f T wrote the ballot (langusgs) sbeut 45 and 65 pupils, reapec-  lnto trying the ronewal again, (810} 229-8686
It would resd, ‘Do you want Ho added that, cutside of thea ALY VERY IMPREASIVE

achools to be the way they are in
‘Walled Lake, yes orna?' ”
Meanwhile, what Gelaler and
other officiala want to make sure
is that people don't confuse the
upcoming renewal with the three
bond fssues. These propoasls
were (o add space and technology,
while millages are strictly to gen-

tivaly;

8 Eliminatlon of art, music,
phyaical education, media spe-
clallsts and counaeling sorvices.

According to Gelsler, the rocent

bond lssue history in Walled
Leke und the

be — particularly in the post-Pro-

posal A era.

In 1983, before the state
changed its schoul funding mech-
anism, residents wore lovied near.
ly 37 mills. The current millage
lovy la 1013 mills, Of that
amount, the state would continua

bond Issue attempts, the general
public has backed the district,
“In our board elections, with
the incumbents returned to office
by a comfortable margin, I think
- :hlle people may bave had

of informing the public. A video
uboq’xi th? millage renewsl is belng

erate
“The thought of it not passing,
for whatever reason, and the kind
of devastation that would do. . .
is really staggering.” Gelsler aal
during a recent interview. “So 1
think our position Is to bo es

Millage renewal gets state,

Gelaler and Lols Lange, district
dlrector of personnel and commst-
nity relations, said a major tesk
will bo effectively communicating
what the millage renowal entalls,
and bow much thelr tax bill will

P with the bond lssues —
In spita of that, the general opera-
tion of the school district hes
been supported”by ths popula- *
tion,” Golaler said. * |

The superintendent added,
“[t’s not &h incrosse, it's & renew- .
ul, Jt'a for 10 years and it's follow.
{ng a pattern that's nevor been ob-
jocted to that I'm aware of.”
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local leaders’ solid support
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Indications are that the Walled

Loke Consolidated School Dlis- S i Sat, Oct. 28-10am to 7pm  Sun., Oct. 29-11am to 5pm
amantha Ruetenik 't t 0 Sp

trict is getting more across-the- 2500 1 >

board support for its scheduled school trustee — N arking Spaces ~ dndoot Heated . Y

Nov. 18 millage renewal election
than for any of the three failed
bond [saue attempts between Oc-
tober 1893 and February 1995,

At Thursday’s school board
meeting, S i d James

board trustee.
Gelaler also told the board, and
d ot the Educational Ser-

Geisler mentionad that 39tk Dis-
trict state Rep. Barbara Dobb, R~
Commerce Twp., backed the ro-
newal cf the existing 10-year oper.
ating millage. On Ba y, Nov,
18, voters will decide whether to
renew 18 mills on business and
industrial property and up to 4.3
mills on residential property.

“In the past, we have not had
Barbara Dobb’s support on some
of the bond issues,” seld Saman-
the Ructenik, veteran school

vice Center, that endorsementa
bod come in from Wizom Mayor
Michsel McDonald, although ho
had criticized the district during
tho most recent bond issue cam-
paign.

* Walled Lake Mayor William
Roberts also offered his endorse-
ment, sald Gelalez,

Supportiog the 10-year renewa)
In an open letter to taxpayers
were Dobb, 38th District state
Rep, Willis Bullard, R-Milford,

IR

and 44th Dictrict state Rep. Da-’
vid Galloway, R-White Lako.

“It must ba emphasized thst
thia renewal will not ralse your
current millagu rats or your taz-
es,” the letter stated. “It simply H
renows the established rate, )
which you currently pay to opes-
ate the echool dlstrict. We sup-
pott tho millage renowal proposal
. . . It is imporsative that you, the
local voters, renow your locally
collected operationa) millage to
continue to ensurs that schools
are funded as established under
Proposal A.”
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