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New house buyers seek ways to go green

bealthy products grows, more and more
© builders aro developing green producia
Some, like the Good Centa Enviranmen.
tal Home, let tho buyer aclect from & list
of H ] prod: d
ments. In other cases, custom builders
design & bouse for the eco-conscious
buyer.

Dwindling natural resource, environ-
mental awarencas, and increased con-
cerns about indoor air quality are just a
few of the reasons more and more poten-
tial bouse huyers are waking builders to

-~ “baild it green.”

Just what constitules an envirenmen-
tally healthy house is currently in the
eye of the behalder ar more accurately
the buyer. According to a recent environ-
mental survey conducted by the Nation-
al Associati
creasing number of buyers want some
enviroamental amenities. A majosity of
customers want enesgy-efficient appli-
ances and building producta that cause
no negative health impacts.

mental producta dizector for McStain
Enterprises in  Boulder, Colo., three
arcas are of major concern in environ-
mental building. They are reaource effi.
ciency, energy efficiency and Indooe air
quality. Taking theae qualitiea into ac-
count, McStain recently built a 2,300.
square-foot houss in an sttempt ta dis.
cuver what works and what doesn't in
envitonmental building options.

John Ruity, owner of Ruity Homes in

s wide

Ing manufacturers, says Bowles.
“Everyone thinka that thelr product Is
tho best, and they usually have a case to
make about why it is,” said Bowles, For
instance, concrote, which takes lota of
encrgy to produce, ia an energy-savor af-
ter installation. Other products take leas
energy to produce but uke mora over the
tong term. As Bowles put I, “In the
whole area of embodied encrgy, every-
body has theie own angle. An induatry-
1is 1 1

atien Cary, N.C. builds Healthy

group igned, bealth i
cnvironmettally senaitive house which
combines a multitude of “green build-
ing" ideas. According to Ruity, the pur-
pose of the houss is to “educats con-
sumers, builders and Realtors about
available products and technologies and
their benefita to the house construction
industry.”

According to Liza Bowles, president of
the NAHB Research Center, developing
an industry-wids green building stamp
of approval is a complex process, and it
ia an issue that is receiving serious con-
sideration and study. The biggeat obsta-
cle is getting agreement among compet-

of Home

As the clamor for healthy houses and

an

According to George Russell, environ-

To date, research cfforts are directed
toward answering two queation: “Is
there anythlng we could do that would
be meaningful to consumens?” and “is
there something meaninglul end
measurable?”

The relative easo in measuring recy-
cled content has led the Canadlan Home
Builders Asrociatlon to launch a green
building program based largely on recy-
cled content, said Bowles.

So {ar, the move toward green building
has been primarily consumer-driven, ac-
cording to David Joh ddent of

sald he would lke to seo some sort of £
voluntary program for builders to cortify

their green bullding practices and prod-
ucts, But regulation is not the answer,
he “As moon as we try to regulats
this, we'l] kill it. Right now, it's consum-
crdriven, and it's just good businesa.”

Although tho degroe snd cxpense to
which a homeowner or buyer will go to
make a house green Is entirely subjec
tive, thers are o foew goneral rulea of
thumb to follow:

B Uso low-toxic or water-bascd paints or
varnishes, such as linsced plant fin-
{shes, instead of volatile compounds
that omit more hazardous chemlcals.

@ Avold use of synthetic carpeta. Re.
place them with natural fiber rugs, co-
ramic tio or wood floars.

M Reduce the use of interlor particle
wood that containa formaldehyde and
other gluea or chemicals.

8 Install an outside alr Intake in the
beating system that allows outside nir to
irculate in the bouse.

What's Working, an enviconmental con-
sulting firm In Boulder, Colo. Johnaton

M Try to llmit.wasts at the construction
olto and recyclo wherever It is possible.

Resources for “Green” Building

Bulldlng Elements. Lists hun.
dreds of “green” building products,
including foundations, framing.
heathi
wt

Although there is no one clearing-
house or central resource for listing
end measuring the quality of

602-496-0211,
and Product Directory. A hand-as-
bled. i

Green Building Dealgn Guide

pane! systems,

“green” building products, & pum-
board, roofing, windows ete. Cost:

ber of different guides and directo-

ties currently exist. C. who  $25. Available fram the Center for  sheets ond specifications. Cost:
are thinking of buildicg a “green” R ful Buildi hnelogy;  $300. Contact: David Johnson at
home either have to do the research  contact Steve Loken at 406-549-  303-444-7044.

th 1 hire m “green building™ 7678, Shelter Supply Products Cata-

Enviroamental Bullding Prod-
ucts Gulda. Guide under develop-
ment by the Eco-Group Inc. will list
hundreds of “green” building prod-
ucta. Contact: David Drummond at

consultant ar work with a buildec
who bas a reputation in this area A
few of the “green”™ guides currently
on the market include:

Galde to Resource Efficlent

binder with actual manufacturer cut

log. Description of products that re-
duce air leakago and control raols-
ture. Also, ventilation systems that
maintain air quality in tighter houa-
ea. Free. Contact 800-762-8399.
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©Over 3,200 5. FL. from $299,900 10 $650,000
On Beautihd wooded lots.

COUNIRYSIDE LIVING, INC.

Ew MODEL
IN'FABULOUS
KLIN VILLAGE

BIRMINGHAM SCHOOLS!

A 13 mile Rd., 173 mila west of
T on Brucs Lane.
Open 12 to 5:30, excapt Thursdiay & Fridey
Call LOUIS (810) 539-4668
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CONDOMINIUM 1513 Caxs Lake Roed
(810) 682-4480 A M

ANOTHER MICHIGAN
DOMINIUM COMMUN
810) 775:5757.
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Only The Hermun Franke! |
Orgamitation could bring
you a charmng
rerghborhood
Bloombeld's Viilege Square. B
Thus stery book community has been
metculoudly planned for grand

See for yoursclf u by thousands of
{Larnilics over the past 44 years have made
The Herman Franke! Ovganization

TWO FURNISHED SROWCASE
HOMES NOW OPEN!
Priced from the *300,000's

Models Open Dasly &2 Weekends
m. (Chned Thurs }

to live in

Priced from

the low...

new
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lais LeDue. . . a French Country Village in the heart of
Wase Bloomlield. You must sec our models to appreciate the
fine craltsmanship that makss Plais LeDuc the premicrs community
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WHITE OAK
SUBDIVISION

White Qak offers

Rarnichies from $188,000

1 1/2's Colonlals from $199,000 to $230,000

Featuros: » Natural setting sdjacort 10 Bald Mountain Stato »
Woodad, rofiing, 100" wida kits « City sowor and wator » Award
winning Homesrama plans » Top quality conctruction & matorials
» 13 plans to chooso from * Minutos from downiown Lake Orlon,
Rochester and Paint Creak Trail » Lake Orion Schools * -~
special for those who wish lo
8 home close 1o natuve with coavenlences of
Each {ot and cvery plan offers 'c%;r‘
rarely found In new constructiopr 2

. dn Troy
Exciting Contempciwsy 19 I,ﬁz:i{:&!
3 & 4 Bedroom Homes. Beautiful Wooded,
Priced from $335,000 Cul deSac &
ap— Walkout Lots

e
=T

OF BUILDING
EXCELLENCE |
- he Bensicke Group

4 Dovelopment Corporation .
7709 oF (810) 64Z-B686"

FODTL OPZN 2.6 PM DALY
{encept Thsursday)

Qbrells FComes

(810) 693-4004 S

12-6 wockends

T
i

Ly

-

[ roowrs B0/552-

wovess BI0/C0-7100

==

g




