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scarmve—  Just thought
ou'd llke to
naw.

Was it mero-
1y caincldental
that all three
Livonia Public
Schools, along
with Westland
Jahn Glenn,
wero nOt amMong
the top elght
. sceds In the
Western Lokes Activitles Activi-
ties Association glrls banketball
playoffs?

" (Also, when was the last tlme
Farmingten Hills Mercy or Livo.
‘nla Ladywood missed the Cath-
olic League playoffs? I do re-
.member one of the two, but not
Jboth during the same season

failing to qualify.)

. As for os the WLAA's four
‘non-quallfiers, some may aay a
‘non-competitive middle school
_program may be the culprit,

As much as I'm asked: What's
wrong with Livonia Churchill's
football program? I'm now hear-
{ng similar complaints from var-
Jous conches and people In the
community about the mlddle
‘school program, which stressce
participation over competitlon.

Livonia's program, whlch
..{ gives students o taste of various
+ . .sports over six-week Increments
< f:.during the course of the school
A “year, Is comparable to Farming-

ton'

X BRAD
| EMONS

on's.
Students In Livonia practice
.or ploy games three times per
week, 1% hours per seasion. It's
.0 six-game senson in basketball
with all the games scheduled
within the district. .
Formington students have a
*similar program, but meet Mon-
~day through Thursday.
But are we sotisfying our stu-
dent’s competitive needs?
Harrison girls basketball
‘conch Pete Montyla brings up
:one Interesting point. He doean’t
«fecl Farmington's program mea-
sures up with the middle school
“programs In Plymouth-Canton

“I'm surs we'd be at the bot-
tom in our league if it wasn't for
the AAU program we have golng
here in the off-scason,” sald
Mantyla, whore team finlshed
fifth in the WLAA regular sea-
son behind Walled Lake Cen-
tral, Plymouth Canton, Plym-
outh Solem and Northville.

Some may argue that Livenla
Schools are campetitive enough,
particularly when it comes to
soccer, swimming, golf, tennls
and cross country.

But a lot of the success comes
from community club teams, cs-
pecinlly at Livonia Stevenson
where the Spartans are state
contenders this fall in soccer,
gitls cross _country end girls
swimmlng. By the time many of
theae athletes reach high schocl,
they've nlready been exposed to
state and natlonal competitlon.
Stevenson's football team wen
its divislon and the girls tennis
team quallfied for state.

Churohill’s boys golf team was
o state qualifier, while Steven-
son and Franklin have already
won district boys soccer titles.

This s merely food for
thought, something superin-
tendents, school board mem-
bers, conches, parents and ad-
ministrators moy want hash
over sometime soon, and see if
we need to re-evalunte things.

Personally, I campaigned viz-
orcusly to relnstate middle
achool sports in Livonia, and
I'm starting to wonder whether
they're competing on 2 level
playing field with other WLAA
members.

This and that
A Made my first trip downtewn
to the Free Press/Mazda Inter-
notional Maorathon and  saw
both ends of the spectrum —
both the agony and the exhilara-
tion of finishing a 26.2-milo race.

It's quite an 1ish

i'Sad day for Livonia hoops
when none make playoffs

M Some may say a
ron-competitive mid.
dle school program
may be tho culprit.

e —————————————

member John Begley, o former
Stevenson High runner who
qualified for next spring’s Bos.
ton Marathon with a 3:05. Also,
Gary Plank, another running
frlend, ran a 3:20, just missing
the Boston cut.off for his age
group (I won't sy how old,
Gary). It was a job well done by
Gary and everybody who com-
peted.

® Got to see the second haif of
the Eastern Michigan-Central
Michigan football gamo a few
weeka back, EMU certainly runs
an entertalning offense, and
Rynearson Stadium is impres-
sie slnce the renovation.

EMU nose guard Bobby John.
son (Livonla Franklin), a fifth.
yenr senlor, geta plenty of play-
ing time on defense.

B hope the Michigan High
School  Athletic  Asmociaticn
wins its legislative battie
against Sen. Mike Rogers, D-
Howell, who is challenging the
MHSAA over the eligibility of
charter achool students at pub-
lic schoola.

With all the Inequities that
exist when [t comes boundary
areas for private and public
achools, we don’t need to open
another can of worma.

My response to those who
want to tilt an otherwise shaky
playing field — start your own
athletlc associntion. .

Not everybody likes all the
NCAA rules, but 1 don't see any
other governing bodles for col-
lege sports othxer thur'a the ﬁn-

just to finish, particularly when
the weather conditions are not
favorable.

Hats also go off to fellow
Heart and Sole Running Club

tional A i of
giate Athletics (NAIA).
B Can you belleve I didn't men-

tion megn mergers once in this
column?

SPORTS SHORTS

Items tor the Sports Roundup
should be submitted by 5 p.m.
Tuesday and 5 p.m. Fridgy. News
con be mailed to 36251 School-
ceaft, Livonia, M1 43150, or faxed
to(313) 581-7273. The number
tocaitis (313) 953.2141.

M COLLEGE TENNIS

Keely Jones of Farmlngton
Hills (North Farmington) hoa a 6.
2 record to date at fifth singles
and 7-2 record at second doubles
for the Vassar College women's
tennls team.

Vassar's season continues
through October with dual match-
es and culminates with the New
York Stato Collegiate Tennis
lC){;nznplumhlpl. Vassor's record

8 oL,

B BIG TIME WRESTLIKG

Great Lokes Wrestling will

present seven matches beginning l
at 7:30 p.m. Fsiday, Nov. 10, at

the Wayne-Ford Civic League, {
1645 N. Woyne Road, Westland.

The maln event {s a tag team
match between Machine Gun
Kelly and Ray the Crippler Rob-
erts va. the Arizon Wranglers, ‘
Woody and Bobby Lee,

Others scheduled to appear in-
clude Punlsher Rock Stevens,
Tommy Knox, Judge Dread and
Skull Ganz.

Tickets are $8 for adults and $6
for children (12 and under).

For mare Information, call (313) |
728.5010. i

T COACHES HEEOED i

Farmington Hills Mercy needs
an asslstant coach for its junior
varaity volleyball team. Appli-
cants should call Ed Moeller at
(810) 585-4200 during the day or

(810) 682-9169 in tha evening.
Reaumen can be fezed to Moeller
at (810) 697-0492. :
B Redford Catholic Central is
seeking & head varsity swim

conch, Intercated persons should
contact CC athletic director Bob
Santello at {313) 534-2798.

B Walled Lake {n seeking an as-
aistant boys swim coach. Interest-
ed candidates should submit an
application to; David Yarbrough,
Director of Athletics and Physical
Education, Walled Laks Schools,

! 850 Ladd Road, Building D,

Walled Lake, MI 48390, For mote
information, call (810) 960-8373,

SPORTG ACADEMY

Classes In boscball fundamen-
tals will be taught Saturdays and
Mondays in November at the
Sports Academy of Novi for
yauthe age 7to 14 The fee is $50.

145R-13BLK
FREE MILEAGE WARRANTY

P17580R-13

;] STEEL RADIAL
{ ALL-SEASON ;

Cenre. Line, M1
810) 754-1850

LACKWALLS
155R+13.00v0000,18.89
17 5/708-13....26.98
185/708-14,....33.99
195/70R-14....,38.99

WHITEWALLS
P185/75R-14...21.89
P205/75R-14.,.29.99
P215/756-15...31.99
P235/75R-15...36.99 /

P1B5/75R-14.....39.99

P195/75R-14.....40.99
P205/75R-14.....44.99
P21ST5R15....47.99

P235/75R-15....49.99
50,000 MILE WARRANTY /.

TRUCK-VARN
& R.V.
99
$ 5 P21S/T5R-AS

P235/15R15...0..... 58,89 33-1250R-15.....,101.99

ond Walled Lake.

SNOW TIRES
ARE HERE!

PIRELLI » BLIZZAK

| G PEORAANGE | CUSTON MRS

HUNDREDS OF STYLES AVAILADLE!

89

S

AN AS LOW AS
1B5/608R-14 ,-({:% szugg
: P195/605L-15........53.93  P215/B0SR A v’#

54,99 P225/60SR-18.

drich

N Radial AN
Trail T/A®

D WINGS game
- iseasy. HS staymg
| init thafs hard

$5899
nnn Lot
R4 6599 P23575R15, .. 8099
DECATKLON|  pimrsane un PRYTORAS 6999 30-850R-15.. 9
N — ) 7099

524

AN s
ng 4300 MIE WARRANTY

p Individual game tickets for Red Wings games in December and January
R go on sale this Wednesday, November 1!
: DEC. 1 ANAHEM JAN. 3 DALLAS
: 5 PHILADELPHIA & CHICAGO
7 DALLAS B WINNIPEG YT
13 CHICAGO 12 LOS ANGELES
15 NEW JERSEY 17 COLORADO IWRARGLER RTS
2 ST, LOUIS 24 SAN JOSE
31 HARTFORD 30 TORONTO TR ATI WL
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Purchase %reat seats at the Joe Louis Arena Box Office
cketmastar. outlets or call (810) 645-6666.
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