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Warriors stuff
Vikes in upset

BY Bitt PARKER
M Waene

The chef at Too-Chez had bet.
ter bewate. Mike Zdebski is head-
«l to the upscale Novi restaurant,
and he's bringing an enormous
appetite with him.

Walled Lake Western football
cuach Chuch Apap toli Zdehaki,
the team’s defensive coondinator,
he would spring for dinner if the
Warriors shut out crosstown rival
Walla Lake Central in the final
game of the scason.

The Warriors did just that Fri-
day with a stunning. 12-0 victory
over the visiting Vikings.

Western  finishes the season
with a 5-4 record and knocks Cen-
tral (6-3) out of the running for a
post-season playoff bertk.

“I'm going to run up the hill,”
Zdebski »aid. “(Central coach)
Dartell Harper has a tough of-
fense to cover, but our kids
wotked extremely hand and put
the time in.

“All week long they stayed at
pructice until 7:30 watcking filin,
and they came in each day at 6:30
to work on coverage.

“\We were just hoping to con-
tain them. We didn't want to give
up the big play, because that's
when Centeal is the most danger-
vus. If they were guing to beat us,
they were going to have to drive
on us, and fortunately we were
able to hold them off.”

The loss was a huge disap-
pointment for the Vikings, who
had their sights set on the
achool’s first playofl appearance.
but needed 2 win over Western to
acconiplish it

Central's offense was averaging

better than two touchdowns per
game and had not been shut out
all season. Western, mcanwhile,
had no shutouts.
We didn't do a thing offensive-
1y.” Harper said. “When you don’t
block anyone, you can’t win the
game.

~But give Western and their de-
fensive coordinator Mike Zdebaki
credit. Their defense did a great
job all yrar. That's been the dif-
ference in their ballclub.™

It ccrtainly was the difference
Friday.

Western held Central to 151
yards total offense. Kevin Crane,
and Ryan Wright each registered
2 sack. Wright, Jason Brewer and
Skawn Hoare combined for a
sack, Michzel Clouter had an in.
terception, Crane caused a fumble
and recovered another and Jason
Mazwell also recovered a fumble.

Offensively, the Warrion took
the lead on the opening passes-
aion of the game.

Western marched €9 yanis in
eight plays and scored on 8 15-
yard pass {rom junior quarterback
Jason Bishop to Crane. Chris By-
ram blocked the extra point kick,
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“Thst's our passing game;
that's what we do,” Rowley said,
sddrensing Oxfcrd’s reputation as
an option team. “We can throw
the ball. We're not just 3 yards
ond a cloud of dust.”

scored on ita firxt two
to

i’s 36-yard rece; set up s &
yard scorizg run bry Gelsx eesly in
tho fourth quarter,

Orford forced m punt and con-
trolled the ball for neardy seven
stopped

but the damage had already been
done,

\Western added six mare points
un a pair of 34-yard field goals by
junior kicker Pat Gibson. He oc-
tually kicked four field goals, but
twa were nullified by penaltics.

Despite the toss, Central’s de-
fense played a salid game, holding
Western to 184 total yarda,

Geeg Tobins had a pair of inter-
ceptiuns, Steve Henkle had four
tackles {two for loss) and com-
bined with Will Winicki for a
sack.

The victory was Western's sev.
enth straight over Central. The
Vikings haven't beaten the Warri-
ors since a 20-0 decision in 1988,

American Legion Post 244 in
Wizom donoted a ailver cup
mounted on 8 wooden pedestal
last year to commemorate the
25th anniversary of the first game
between Central and Western,

The winner of the annual rival-
oy kets to keep the trophy the fol-
lowing year.

Western, which leads the rival.
ry 1611, wasn't expected to do so
Hut will retain the “American Le-
xion Cup” fur another year.

Glenn playoff hopes dashed by defeat

BY BaAD EMONS
Bk Waane \

Wayne Memorial atoned for a
season full of alns with a 26-2t
upeet football victory Friday
over rival Westland Jahn Glenn.

1t was the Zebras' fourth city
title in the 22.ycar runnlng of
the serics. They alao knocked
the Rockets out of poat-seasen
playoll contention In Class AA-
Region 111 for the third time
since 1987,

Two junlor standouts, quar-
terback Lorenzo Guess and wido
teceiver Richard Ranhad,
teatmed up on a 10-yard scoring
pass with only 1:31 remaining to
give host Wayne the victory.

“It was a great way to end the
season,” ssid Wayne coach
Chuck Howtan, whose team fin-
ished 3.6 overall. “It's been a
season of frustration. We've had
lulls offensively and defenaively.
We've moved the ball all year,
but we've scemed to have diffi-
culty ance we got inside the 20-
yard line.

*Today things clicked better,
1'd have to say it's tho best game
we've played all year.”

Guess, the Zebras' 6-foot-3,
185.pound signal caller, was
brilliant. He was 11 of 19 for 157
yards and directed the game-
winning 74-yard, eight-play
drive in the final six minutea.

The 6-4, 195-pound Rashad,
who had six catches for 82
yands, came theough in the
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clutch with a dramatic 37-yard
enteh (and run) to put Wayne in
weoring position at the Glenn 31.

Ho then back-pedaled into
the end zone to haul in a loRty
toss from Guess,

*\Ve throw a lot of alley-oops
in basketball, 1 just had what 1
hod to do to catch iL" said
Rashad, who along with Guess,
was o starter en last year's bas-
ketball team, which reached the
state Class A quarterfinala,
*Thia the only time I've had a
chance to play againat Glenn in
football. | missed last year and [
didn’t play the year before.

“1 think this victory with In-
spire us for next year.”

With Glenn ahesd 21.20 mid-
way through the final quarter,
Wayne came up with a key de-
fensive stop on fourth-and-3 at
the Zebran' 26,

Tackle Melvin Gray, a 6-3,
280-pound sophomore, aided by
Guess coming up from his safcty
spot, kept Glenn ball carrier Jay
Jackson (20 carries for 153
yards) short of the first dowm
marker.

“That’s the (off-tackle) play
the players wanted to run and it
was the play they had the most
confidence in,” said the Glenn
coach, who polled hia team dur-
ing a timeout. “Everybody was
comfortable with that call.”

‘The Glenn defonas, which had
allowed only 88 points in elght
games, was not its stingy selll
‘The Rockets gave up four touch-
downa, all on sustained, time-
cansuming drives,

“Guess |s the most dangerous
quarerback we've faced and
thele receivers made lremen-
dous catches," Gordon said.
*They have so many weapons
and a ton of speed. And we know
going in that Wayne was a bot-
ter team than their record indl-
cated, Thoy've played a tough
schedule (in the Mega Confer-
ence) and it waa kind of game
wo thought It would be."

‘The Zebras took the opening
kickoff and drove 79 yards in 12
playa, capped by junlor Dwayne
Jackson's 3-yard TD run with
4:54 left In the firat quarter.
{Jackson had 71 yards on 16 car-
ties to lead Wayne.) Guess then
hit Rashad on the two-point
converalon pass for an 8-0 ad-
vantage.

Glenn answered, however, on
Ita initial drive, marching 80
yards {n 14 plays culminating [n
Jay Jockson's 3.yand TD run
with 1G:16 left In the second.
Jackson, o 5-5, 160-pound sen-
for, also ran In for tho two-
pointer to make it 8.8.

Wayne came right back on its
sccond possession of the first
half, going 78 yards in 10 plays.
Guess, breaking three tackles,

scored on a 17-yard run, but the

Zebras couldn’t punch In the
two-peinter.

Jay Jackson, who had 118
first-half yards, bounced off thy
line of scrimmage and broko
into the open, scoring on an
electrifying 63-yard run with
5:36 teR in the half,

But the Rockets were dead.
locked 14-0ll at intermisalon
when Justin Berent, the holder
on the PAT, faked extra point.
His pasa attempst was plcked off
by Wayne's Lavelle Guess.

Wayne, which had been held
scoreless through eight consecu.
tive third quarters this season,
broke tho Jinx with a 56-yard
TD drive, Guess connecting
with Rashad for a 13-yard pass
with 4:50 to go in the period.
(The two-peint play was no
Roodd.}

Late in the third, Jackson re-
turned a punt 44 yards to sct up
a 1.yard TD sneak by Berent.
Steve Paling’s extra polnt with
13 seconds remsinlng in the
quarter pushed Glenn In front,
21.20.

Guess then went to work after
Glenn was stopped  with six
minutes to play.

“Everybody played hard for
the whole game this time,”
Guess sald. “Every game we've
had good drives, but this time
we capitalized and scored.”
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Aquatic exercise classes for people wi

130 programs the United Way supports.

in Wayne, Oakland, and Macomb
you support the United Way,

the homeless,

®

counties. So, pleass,

Touch a life. The United Way:
United Way Torch Drive 1212 Griswold Detroit, MI 48226 313-226-9200
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We Helped Push This 74-Year-Old Man Into The Pool.

th arthritis are just some of the more than
Programs that are working to help people
give generously. Because when
you help not only the elderly but also the sick,

and countless others in noed.




